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 All In

The train ride from Troon to Glasgow was more subdued 
on the morning after the referendum when compared 
to those during the Commonwealth Games.  The same 
folk whose faces shone above their Team Scotland kit 
are now dressed for the routines of work with eyes down 
turned, gazing into tiredness.  I am reading into their 
faces my own tiredness after listening all night to the 
BBC coverage.  Still there are both broken hearts and 
unburdened shoulders on the train this morning, and the 
mood reflects the moment. Even the American tourists to 
my left are quiet.

Exiting the train I am swept into that fantastic flowing 
tapestry of culture and character that can only belong 
to Glasgow.  Walking out of the station the letter from 
Jeremiah whispers in my ears.  “Seek the welfare of the 
city where I have sent you.....pray to the Lord on its behalf, 
for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” Jer 29.5-7

When we first arrived in Troon, the referendum seemed 
far away.  Now, more than one year on, that strong call to be your minister grows 
even stronger.  I sincerely feel God’s Hand at work among you.  We are profoundly 
thankful for the outpouring of love and support at young Finlay’s baptism.  The 
manse feels like our home, especially now that it is festooned with dog toys and baby 
blocks.

Jeremiah writes from Jerusalem to Israelites living abroad in Babylon, a city of new 
cultures and awesome wonders.  These Israelites are in exile, struggling not only 
to remain alive, but to maintain their identity and their faith.  Jeremiah tells them, 
“Thus says the Lords of hosts..... Build houses and live in them..... Take wives and 
have sons and daughters.....that they may have sons and daughters; multiply there, 
and do not decrease.”  Make a home for yourselves.  Go “All in” he tells them.  Live 
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fully as yourselves and thrive.  Pray for those around you that they may thrive as 
well.  Your wellbeing is tied to their wellbeing.  Later he adds “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future hope.”

There will be challenges ahead for us, for Troon, for Scotland.  Yet ours is a future 
with great hope.  Mel, Finlay and I are All In, so let us all seek the welfare of the city.  
Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare we will find our welfare.

Grace and Peace,

Dave

It is with sadness I write that John Wallace, a member of the family of Troon 
Old and elder of Troon Old Parish Church, recently passed away.  Born in 
Church Street, baptised in Troon Old, raised in Troon and a member of the 
first class of the first year of Marr College, John’s life influenced our town.
It was here in Troon that his love for the sea grew as did his love for the 
church and his commitment to family, friends and country.  Like so many of 
his generation, he went to war, enlisting in the Navy, travelling all over the 
world.  He served as a telegrapher on Atlantic runs and in the Pacific theatre 
on HMS Belfast, taking him to Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore and other 
places.
D-Day found him in the bunker with Churchill and Eisenhower.
At a dance here in Troon while on leave he met his beloved Moira.  Making 
an unmistakable first impression, they were soon married.
His passion for the sea continued his whole life. He built his own canoe 
and enjoyed many exciting times on board his racing dingy with his son, 
David.  Added to this we must remember his many years working for West 
of Scotland Ship Breakers. John often said he got rid of more ships than the 
Germans ever sank.  He had wild and woolly tales of ship breaking before 
all the health and safety regulations became law.  On one occasion a recoil 
spring took off and.....landed near Barassie Bank.
He was a keen photographer in the days when cameras still used film and 
required more than a simple point and shoot.  An avid Boy Scout, he loved 
to go camping with the family on holidays in the great and not so great out 
doors.  The family travelled all over Scotland and England and enjoyed hikes 
up Goat Fell or trips to the Scottish glens.  It is clear he loved his family and 
family life.
John loved the church and served proudly as an elder, always active and 
committed.  He chaired the Men’s Guild and delivered home Communion 
with John Banks, refilling the Communion wine in the car.....hiding the 
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bottle so no one would think he and John were hitting the bottle on the job.
John will be sadly missed by the family of Troon Old particularly for his 
service of witness to the Lord.
His family remember him as a strong, dedicated, happy person, very calm 
and even keeled, not a man who liked having a fuss made of him, active 
mentally and physically his whole life.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Moira, his wife, and Sue and David, his 
children, at this time. 
The Lord Bless You and Keep You.
Session Clerk

On Tuesday 20th May 2014 four TOPC adventurers set off for a day out 
at the General Assembly in Edinburgh.  After an effortless drive through 
(thank you, Harry) we arrived in Edinburgh for the morning session.  
We were soon immersed in the general business of the Church and a 
fascinating insight into the operation of our organisation it was.  
After a recess for lunch we returned to listen to the ‘Respectful dialogue on 
the referendum’ with Right Rev. John Chalmers in the chair and Rev. Dr 
Doug Gray, Douglas Alexander MP, Alison Elliot MBE and John Sturrock QC 
speaking.  This was and is the most illuminating, intelligent and civilised
debate heard in the entire referendum campaign, something both sides 
should learn from.  At the completion of the debate we made our way home 
having seen our great undertaking at work, all both renewed and invigorated.
Harry, Andy, Robert and Peter.

Many thanks to those who responded to our appeal in the last edition of Top 
Talk for your old photos and mementos of Troon Old events. We still need 
more, many more.
You can scan them to TOPTALK@troonold.org.uk or hand them into the 
office. We will look after them and after scanning, return them. If you are 
unable to hand them in personally, please phone the office and someone will 
collect.
Thank you.
Editor

PHOTO ARCHIVE

BOYS DAY OUT
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The Boot Sale on 24th May was, again, a great success making £760.30 
for our Funds.  Thanks as always to the helpers who make this 
possible.  If you would like to take a table yourself or, indeed, would 
like to come along and bag a bargain, our next Boot Sale is on Saturday 
8th November.  Contact Anne McCulloch on 312658  for more details.
A very big THANK YOU to all who participated in this years’ Summer Fair.  
£1000.00 was raised for Church Funds.  This would not have been 
possible if we hadn’t received so many donations of goods for the 
various stalls.  The elders also did a grand job selling lots of 
tickets!  The volunteers also did a wonderful job manning the stalls 
and serving the teas and coffees.  It was a super effort by all – the 
hall was buzzing all morning – just the way we like it!

Update on the TALENT CHALLENGE:
Girls Night In (S.Pirie)                                   £115
Fondant Icing (J. Allan)                                  £53
Quiz (A.McCulloch)                                       £61
Afternoon Teas x2 (E.Butchart)                    £150
Sale of Home Produce (E.McAughtrie)       £72
Military Whist (Bonnes/Duncan Family)   £127
Sponsored Walk (A.Pirie) incl. Gift Aid      £446                        Total £1024

Also E. Pirie – repair to Church alarm system would have been £40 – no charge.
I can personally report on most of these events, the exceptions being 
Elizabeth’s home baking and Amanda’s sponsored walk.  My efforts at the 
Fondant Icing were not quite abysmal but not far off!  The quiz – well 
put it this way, Eric and I didn’t win a prize.  The sweets went to 
Eleanor Butchart.  I can definitely recommend Afternoon Tea at 
Eleanor’s – what a spread!  The Military Whist was also great fun, especially 
when the penny dropped and I realised how to play it.
The East Kilbride Bonnes  family were the winners on the night, which 
goes to show the more you play it the better you get!  I’d certainly be up for 
another go!

FUND RAISING
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FASHION SHOW
When Gloria did the Fashion Show for us in April last year, her company was 
trading as Toggery.  She is now trading as Gloria’s Fashions, and has given up her 
shop in Glasgow to concentrate on the Fashion Shows.  She still has a great selection 
of this seasons fashions from Casa Mia, Marble and Poppey along with classics that 
never date – from comfortable day wear to evening and party outfits.  
Also included is a range of handbags, tapestry bags/purses, jewellery, fascinators, 
scarves and wraps.  Our Show will be on Thursday 23rd October at 7.30pm.  Tickets 
cost £5 which includes a glass of wine and shortbread.  Come along and support our 
four volunteer models who will be very self conscious but I’m sure will do a great 
job.  Why not treat yourself to something new or maybe even start the Christmas 
shopping!  

Credit/Debit card payments available on the night.

CEILIDH
We are being kept very busy in October with our Ceilidh on Saturday 25th,   
following hard on the heels of the Fashion  Show.  We will be dancing the night away 
to the music of David Moore’s Ceilidh Band “Brae”.  Tickets cost £8/£4 under18 and 
starts at 7.30. Supper is included and feel free to bring your own refreshments with 
you.
Tickets for the Fashion Show and Ceilidh are available from:-  
Words and Music, Charles Duncan Butchers, Church Office, Saturday Cafe or phone  
Sandra Pirie 01292 315844

CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY SERVICE 
Arrangements as follows:
Cards to be handed in:-
before or after Services on 30th November and 7th December.
Weekday mornings, weeks commencing 1st and 9th December
(Monday to Friday 10am-12noon)
Saturday Cafe, 6th and 13th December
Outwith these times cards can be handed in to Charles Duncan Butchers – correct 
money should be enclosed
The cost is 25p per card
We will off course be looking for volunteers to sort and deliver the cards. Please 
contact the office or speak to a Committee Member if you can help us out.  If you 
have helped in the past we will assume you are still willing to help again!
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PANTO OUTING
Our Panto outing to the Gaiety to see Beauty and the Beast is on Friday 19th 
December leaving from outside the Church at 5.30pm prompt.  Tickets are priced 
at £18.50. This covers the cost of the ticket and the bus.  To check availability phone 
Anne McCulloch on 312658 or pop into the Church Office on Wednesday/Friday 
morning or see her after the Service in the Church Hall.

NEWS FROM THE SATURDAY CAFE
Our Christmas Cafe will be held this year on 13th December from 10am-1pm  and 
will cost £2.  There will be, as usual, a number of stalls, some new and some 
“regulars” and of course a visit from Santa!  This is always a fun event, so please 
come along and support us and join in the fun.
The Cafe WILL be open on 27th December and 3rd January – no holidays for us 
this year!

DECORATING OF CHURCH AND HALLS FOR CHRISTMAS
Our small group of volunteers will be getting together soon to start this enjoyable 
task.  If you’d like to join us, speak to Joy or Sandra for information regarding dates 
and times.
Sandra Pirie

By the time you read this many of you will already be filling your shoeboxes in 
response to this year’s appeal.  If you have not already started and would like to take 
part please pick up a leaflet either in the church vestibule, on the table outside the 
office or in the office.  To find out what happened to our boxes last year please pick 
up a copy of Blythswood News again available in the church vestibule, or the table 
outside the office.

If filling a shoebox is not for you, you can always donate to the Round South truck 
which accepts clothing, shoes, books, small items of furniture and bric-a-brac 
and which will be in Morrison’s car park from 11a.m.- 11.30a.m. on the following 
Wednesdays, 15th October, 12th November and 10th December.

We are looking for two or three volunteers to join an existing team on a Sunday 
morning.  Would anyone interested please contact me after Sunday service? 
Or phone me on 01292 317685
Thank you, Irene Lennie

BLYTHSWOOD NEWS

SUNDAY COFFEE ROTA
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Jesus had words to say about tax collectors.   He also collected a tax collector!!
As Gift Aid Convenor, I recover from Her Majesty’s Revenue Collector £25,000 per 
year of tax that Troon Old contributors have paid on their incomes.  A substantial 
amount, you will agree.
I keep thinking of ways to increase this amount.  For instance, if I could recover tax 
on all the cash in the open plate, I could add another £5,000 per year.  Even half of 
this sum would be very acceptable.
So, if you are a taxpayer putting cash into the church collection pouches, please 
come and see me about becoming a Gift Aid contributor.  It is a painless way of 
increasing your church contribution by 25%.
On the other hand, you may have been a Gift Aid donor for years and your 
circumstances change such that you no longer pay tax.  In this case please let me 
know so that the taxman does not chase us for repayment.
Tom Bonnes, 01563 851 964

Sunday School  started back on 7th September this year with some new members and 
children moving on to different classes. At the moment, Sunday School is available for 
pre-school children (Beginners' Group), Primary 1-Primary 3 (Primary Group) and Primary 
4-Primary 7 and beyond (Senior Group). We plan to run fun and interactive programmes 
comprising short Bible lessons, games, quizzes and crafts to help us to learn about and meet 
God through the Bible.
The more children we have, the merrier the session, so if you  attend  Sunday School, please 
feel free to invite a friend or two to come along with you.
Katy Godden

As usual Troon Old Parish Church halls are the central venue for Troon's Annual 
Family Fun Day run in conjunction with RNLI Christmas Fayre.
Preparation is well underway from the parade through the town, headed by 1st 
Troon BB Band, to events going on throughout our town. Your support will be 
greatly appreciated especially by the young folk, so come along and join in and 
help to make this a great day for Troon. 
A big thank you to Troon Old for their assistance/facilities on the day. 
George Mulveny, Activities Group, Troon Community Council.

THE TAXMAN AND THE CHURCH

SUNDAY SCHOOL

WINTERTAINMENT - 16th November
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As you know, on Wednesdays we have a short service of worship in Room 3 
at 11.30 a.m.
From 11 a.m. tea/coffee and chat is enjoyed in Room 2.  Later, lunch of soup, 
sandwiches, tea and biscuits is served.  Those who come for lunch very much 
appreciate our efforts.
There are eleven of us on the rota to make and serve lunch and we would be 
more than happy to have more join us.  So, if you feel you would like to offer 
your services, please contact me on 312602.
To date the church has benefited by over £4,000 which makes the time given 
even more worth while.
Do, please, give this some thought, hope to hear from you.

Marion Hamilton 

This is a new group, led by our minister, which meets on Tuesdays at 12.02 
for Bible Study.
We take a stimulating and refreshing look at different translations of well 
known parables.
We enjoy listening to the different readings of the same text.  Afterwards, it 
is interesting to hear our varied opinions and reactions.  Our minister cross-
references our thoughts to Bible commentaries on the passage which is very 
illuminating.
The hour passes too quickly.  We do hope to see you at our next meeting.

Margaret Bonnes

MID WEEK SERVICE

UNCLE CALVIN’S CAFE
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Our new session began with our very busy, enjoyable coffee morning in 
September. After our Dedication Service in October, our regular meetings get un-
derway. They are usually held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. As you 
can see from our syllabus, we are looking forward to a very varied programme of 
guest speakers and events. We are also looking forward to welcoming everybody, 
ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, to all or any of our meetings.
Jean Lawson, Guild Co-ordinator

Woman's Guild Syllabus 2014 - 2015

October 14th  Dedication Service Rev David Prentice-Hyers
November 15th  Christmas Fair
November 18th  Ayr Gaiety Theatre To see APOS perform Oklahoma
December 2nd  Rev Nancy Jackson "Ministry" through words and music
January 6th  Ronnie Russell  "Laughter Lines"
February 3rd  Rev E. Simpson  Barlinnie Chaplain Memories
February 17th  Joint Meeting  Troon Old Parish Church    
      Maybole Concert Party
March 3rd  Beetle Drive  Troon Old Parish Church
March 14th  Spring Fair
April   A.G. M and Closing Dinner Dates to be confirmed 

We have been awarded four colourful certificates congratulating us on becoming 
a full status, officially recognised, Fairtrade church. What this means is that all our 
own organisations will be using Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar. We will also be 
encouraging other organisations using our premises to use these Fairtrade 
products. We are also encouraged to use more Fairtrade products such as biscuits, 
dried fruit and chocolate.  There are now over 4,500 Fairtrade goods ranging from 
coffee to flowers to cotton.  At our regular Fairtrade stalls after Sunday services or 
at coffee mornings we sell a wide range of items, not quite 4,500 yet, but many of 
us can recommend these products, particularly the chocolate, it is a great favourite.  
As the BBC would say, however, there are other outlets in the town for Fairtrade 
products.
Meanwhile, the Fairtrade Foundation estimates that somewhere in the region of 
7.5 million farmers, workers and their families worldwide find Fairtrade a lifeline, 
enabling them to survive difficult times and invest in a better future.  
Thank you for your support,

Editor

WOMANS’ GUILD

FAIRTRADE
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Essay 3: Bannockburn, Payback time, Mutterings in the Church of Rome.
Our tale this time takes in a rather longer slice of the time line known as History.  
We start with the aftermath of a crucial battle in the Scottish Wars of 
Independence and continue our interest in the happenings in our locality.  We 
start in the 14th century and wander at an easy pace to the16th century.
We are aware that Robert de Brus, sometime Earl of Carrick, became by 
various means Robert I, King of Scots.  He found English influence in Scottish 
affairs annoying and as time passed intolerable.  His decision to follow the lead 
of previous patriots was very brave - some might say foolhardy, but King Robert 
needed support for his enterprise and his loyal feudal vassals were only too 
eager to help.  When Edward II was 'sent away to think again' as the words of the 
anthem put it..........it was payback time.
Walter Fitzalan, Steward of Kyle, becomes High Steward of Scotland and his 
feudal vassal, Sir Alanus de Fowlertoune, is granted a larger estate which would 
take in the lands of Gailes south to the free anchorage of Trune with all the 
fishing rights from that place to the south bank of the Irvine Water up to
 opposite the Royal Burgh of Irvine on the north bank.  He was to supply on an 
annual basis a pair of white gloves to the High Steward for the privilege.  Have 
you noticed how fish are in this story too!?  All this in the last years of the 14th 
century.
During the 14th and 15th centuries the Word of God was preached to people 
living in the neighbourhood of Troon either by monks and friars from 
Paisley Abbey or chaplains from the Chapel Royal at Dundonald Castle.  A new 
chapel was being planned and built at Crosby (the forerunner of the present 
ruined edifice) and the new landowner was having a fortalice (fortified house) 
constructed about half a mile north of the chapel.  There are no remains of the 
fortalice but it would be in the form of the one at Fullarton on the south bank 
of the Irvine Water. (now demolished but check the reference in I. MacIntosh, 
Old Troon p26)  
Meanwhile in Germany, Brother Martin Luther was preparing to nail his theses 
to the door of  Wittenberg Church, causing a great fuss which was to end in wars 
and generally make life all over Europe interesting, if not dangerous.  We shall 
read about the ramifications of this reformer's ideas next time as they affected 
local Troonies.........Have fun!

Bob Gemmell

TROON OLD, THE HISTORY
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After many years of cheerful, conscientious work, Mr Andy Hamilton has 
stepped down as our Fabric Convener.  Andy was presented with a
 "golden trowel" signed by our Sunday School at the Annual General 
Meeting in March, and a cheque from the congregation at a Sunday service 
later in the year.
Our new Fabric Convener is Mr Peter Holmes.  Peter originally hails from 
Southend but has spent most of his adult life in Scotland.  He and his wife, 
Anne, who is a member of our Session, moved to Troon five years ago. 
Peter modestly and accurately describes himself as tall, fair, (ash blond even), 
and handsome, with sparkling blue eyes.  When not at work or caring for our 
fabric, he can be found either on the golf course or in his garden cutting the 
grass.
Meanwhile, at our September Kirk Session meeting, Mr Brian Duncan 
agreed to take on another role for us, that of Presbytery Elder. As well as 
being a very diligent elder, Brian is the brains behind our weekly Order of 
Service, our web site and our annual What's on Guide.  Brian, whose home 
town is Bathgate, moved to Troon with his wife, Margaret, and their two 
daughters thirteen years ago.  With his meticulous attention to detail which 
he says is a fault, (Brian, we couldn't possibly comment), his work 
commitments, his church commitments and his two teenage daughters, it is 
not surprising that apart from singing in our choir he has not much time for 
hobbies at present.

We wish both Peter and Brian every blessing as they take up these important 
roles for us.
Editor

Thank you so much to Caroline and George for their enduring patience in 
making every edition of Top Talk possible.  Neither of them enjoy being 
praised but they are of tremendous help to your editor.

Editor

NEW PERSONNEL

FROM THE EDITOR
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Well, we've started back for a new year........so what's new?  Well, we have just 
bought a PS4 to go with the other games consoles in the Upper Room (XBOX 
360s and Wiis) and the cinema surround sound system - the surround sound 
is just awesome!!

Why did we do this?  By turning the Upper Room into a multimedia room we 
can have FUN...!  The intention is that Fred's can use it and it will be open to 
any other groups who use our fantastic facilities at Troon Old.  We are 
looking to provide internet access in the Upper Room this year.

At Fred's we will have fun with the new kit (fun being our motto) but it will 
also allow us to deal with more of the difficult questions teenagers have about 
God and how He fits into their lives.  So Sunday nights are all about meeting 
up with friends, games consoles, dodge ball, trips out and questions about 
God and our lives.

Plans for the near future involve a lock-in during early autumn as well as 
the usual stuff we enjoy, going to the cinema, film and pizza nights, and quiz 
nights with consequences.

Every Sunday at the end of the night we pray for those in our lives that need 
God and His love in their lives.  If you know someone or something that 
prayer will help let us know.

Time to sign off but if you are in S1 or above or know someone who is and 
you/they want to have FUN then every Sunday night we meet at 7.30p.m. in 
the Church hall, even if it is just to hang about with your friends before 
heading back to school next day.

For more info, call 317687.

Fred's

HI FROM FRED’S
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This year's competition was held on Fullarton Golf Course and afterwards at 
Troon Welbeck Club House on Thursday, 19th of June.
The weather was good, we welcomed our special guests, Alastair and Eileen 
Symington, and a terrific time was had by all.  As usual  an enormous vote 
of thanks is due to all who made the competition such a success, from our 
starter, Dr Laura MacDonald, who sent everybody on their way on time and 
fully armed, to our wonderful ladies who arranged and provided a lovely 
supper, to South Ayrshire Council for the use of the course, to the captain 
and members of Welbeck Golf Club for their club house, to Margaret for the 
bar, to Andy Hamilton and his team for their organisation, and to the 
congregation for their most generous donations and prizes.
This year's all conquering heroines and heroes were Julia Craig, Rory Boyd 
and Andy Fell, congratulations to you all (next  year handicaps will be
 reviewed!).
Next year's competition will be on Thursday 18th of June, and we are 
planning to change the format to keep you all on your toes, and we are still 
keen for more of our golfing congregation to compete, with a special request 
for more ladies and juniors to come along and play.           
Peter Holmes
 

TROON OLD GOLF COMPETITION
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The Diamond Wedding of Muriel and John Mounfield, 21st August 2014

The Christening of Finlay Scott Hyers,
3rd August 2014.

The Queen’s baton changeover 
June 20th 2014

TROON OLD CELEBRATES
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Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon KA10 6EB. 01292 313520
Minister: Rev David Prentice-Hyers BA MDiv. Tel: 01292 313644

Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon 01292 317687
andrew@fell1.freeserve.co.uk

Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. 01292 312948
Halls Convener/Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes 01563 851964

Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. 01292 312658
Editor: Aileen Fraser. 01292 313501

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30a.m. each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS:

OCTOBER
Sunday 26th Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th Messy Church 4.30 p.m - 6.30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
Sunday 2nd Dedication of Garden of Remembrance (after the service)
Sunday 9th Remembrance Sunday (service at approx. 11.15 a.m.)
Monday 17th Kirk Session Meeting 7.30 p.m.

DECEMBER
Sunday 14th Christmas Gift Service
Sunday 21st Service of Lessons and Carols 
Wed. 24th Candlelight Service at 6.30 p.m.
Wed. 24th Midnight Service at Portland Parish Church to which all   
 members of Troon Old are warmly invited
Thursday 25th Christmas Day Service 
Sunday 28th United Service in Troon Old followed by an informal 
 communion

FEBRUARY
Sunday 22nd Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 23rd Kirk Session Meeting and Elders’ Communion at 7 p.m.


