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Forward in God’s Love
Each spring I have looked forward to the return of those foil covered sugar bombs known 
as Cadbury crème eggs.  This year I find myself giving a tongue-in-cheek apology for my 
home country.  It seems we Americans can’t get chocolate eggs right.  The US company 
which owns Cadbury has set out to improve the eggs.  Aside from selling five eggs for the 
price of six, they have replaced the dairy milk chocolate shell with ‘ standard cocoa mix 
chocolate’.  Nothing says delicious like ‘standard cocoa mix’.  I can’t quantify the difference 
but they aren’t the same.  “It tastes American”, I heard one Scot complain.  Sometimes, when 
you try to make something good better, you lose what made it stand out in the first place. 
The best innovation often begins with self-knowledge rather than self-improvement.  There 
is something deeply important about being true to who you are.

Troon Churches Together will again be handing out ‘Real Easter Eggs’ to each child enrolled 
in Troon.  A ‘Real Easter Egg’ is a fair traded chocolate egg with a small copy of the Easter 
story in the centre.  I have no doubt it will be a great treat.  I have not tried one yet so I can’t 
speak to the chocolate but I can speak to the Gospel at the centre.  What a simple reminder 
that the centre of all the Easter celebrations is the story of the great Good News.  The Good 
News in Jesus Christ is at the centre of all life.  For us it is the Easter story that changes all 
our stories.

Lent challenges us to enter into a season of reflection and preparation.  We are called again 
to ask what it means to be a follower of Christ, a child of God, and a part of Troon Old Parish 
Church.  What is God doing in our midst?  Where is Christ calling us to follow?  These 
are serious questions which promise challenging yet living answers.  So, as we ask those 
questions and live into the answers, may we remain true to who we are. For at the centre of 
Troon Old isn’t a beautiful building or a rich history or excellent music.  No, at the core of 
Troon Old, is a Gospel.  In our centre is a story of great Good News.  It is a word of the life 
unlike any other word. May we be true to that story, true to Christ, for that is to be true to 
ourselves.

Grace and Peace,
Dave
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The ladies who arrange the flowers in the church each week enjoy doing this very much and 
would like to invite anyone interested in flower arranging to join us.  You will be made most 
welcome.  Thank you to everyone who donated flowers in the past year and thank you also to 
those who deliver them.  The flowers are very much appreciated by those who receive them.

Jean Godden

Dear Friends,

It was my New Year’s goal to complete the task of writing thank you notes for the many gifts 
we received upon Finlay’s birth and baptism. I have done so, but in the midst of hosting 
many friends and family, I know that some of the gifts got separated from their cards and I 
never thanked a few people because I simply did not know from whom the gift came.

Dave, Finlay and I would like to express our complete and total gratitude for the abundance 
of hospitality over the last nine months.  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! We are so 
privileged to be in such a welcoming community, and we look forward to raising Finlay 
among such wonderful people.

With Grace, Peace and Love,

Mary Elizabeth, Dave and Finlay

  A Big Thank You

Church Flowers

Lost Property

Over the last few months we have accumulated quite a remarkable collection of items left 
behind by members or visitors either in the sanctuary or in the halls.  In particular we have 
many fine pairs of gloves and a number of functioning umbrellas. If you think any of these 
articles could belong to you, please call in at the church office.

As storage space is limited, any unclaimed items will in due course be recycled in Troon’s 
charity shops.

Editor
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A big thank you goes to Andy Fell and the group from Troon Old’s Youth Fellowship who 
helped at the Big Pack in Morrison’s in December.  We raised £904 on the day and that 
amount has been forwarded to Christian Aid to help with their projects world wide.

This year’s Christian Aid Week is from 10th May to 16th May and together with other 
churches in Troon we will be organising a door-to-door collection and also soup lunches 
that week.  More information will be available nearer the time.

To find out more about the work of Christian Aid you can visit the website at www.
christianaid.org.uk  

Judy Irvine

Christian Aid

Traidcraft - Fighting poverty through trade

Fund Raising Report

Traidcraft helps people to transform their lives through trade.  Their whole ethos is one 
of fairness and justice, and they help plant seeds of hope for the future for people and 
communities across the world.

Here at Troon Old we are continuing to increase our sales at the Traidcraft table on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings.  In 2014 we sold just under £1,500 of Traidcraft products.  If you have 
not already done so, please come along and look at the products we have on sale which are 
all fairly traded.  These items range from coffee, sweets and marmalade, to cards, gifts and 
cleaning products.  There is a Traidcraft stall on the first Sunday of every month in the hall 
after the church service and there is another stall once a month at the Saturday Café.  There 
are also many more items in the catalogue which can be ordered at any time - if you would 
like a catalogue to have a browse through, please speak to myself or Anne McCulloch.

Judy Irvine
315162

The Fashion Show on Thursday, 23rd October, was a super event.  Many thanks go to our 
four models, Jean Lawson, Joy Allan, Ray Houston and Katie Godden.  They each modelled 
three outfits and looked wonderful in them all.  The attendance was up on last year and the 
feedback we have received is most encouraging. Gloria sold £1,500 of stock on the night. We 
received 10% of sales, so added to our takings at the door, this resulted in a profit of £543 for 
our funds.  Gloria will be back again on 22nd October for our 2015 Fashion Show so get the 
date into your diaries now, ladies.
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We all enjoyed the Ceilidh on Saturday, 25th October, all except David, our band leader, who 
took ill on the night and had to be taken home!  The remaining members of the band carried 
on, ensuring the night went well.  The numbers were down on previous years but hopefully 
more people will attend this year’s Ceilidh on Saturday, 12th September, another diary date.  
When the expenses were paid, we were left £145 profit.

November’s Boot Sale was again successful, making £609 for our funds. The “foot fall” 
through the door was down considerably, although the catering/book/bottle/bric-a-brac 
stalls all did very well and the other stall holders seemed happy enough.  Here is another 
diary date - the next Boot Sale is 23rd May.

Thanks also go to all who helped with the Christmas card delivery service.  We couldn’t 
maintain this service to the community without the volunteers who do the time consuming 
job of sorting the cards into areas, and all the people who deliver them. We were able to pass 
on £643 to our Treasurer.  As usual we had a few cards addressed to places outwith Troon 
and Loans e.g. Kilwinning, Ayr, Wales and even Belgium.  These were delivered - one way 
or another!

What can I say about the Panto?  Once again we managed to sell forty-nine tickets to fill the 
bus.  We made a grand profit of £10 but I hardly need to say that this is not a money making 
event, more of a fun raising event.  Those attending had a great time.  This year’s Panto will 
be Jack in the Beanstalk.  If we get enough interest, we will run a bus again.

Our next event is a quiz and musical evening on Saturday, 21st February at 7.30 p.m.  The 
quiz master is Murray Wilson while the musical director is David Moore.  Teams for the 
quiz should have no more than six people.  Less than that is fine, but to give everyone a fair 
chance, please, no more than six.  A light supper will be served, and feel free to bring your 
own refreshments.  Cost is £6/£3U18

I would like to thank my committee for all their help and hard work at all of last year’s 
fund raisers.  These events don’t happen by themselves.  A great deal of planning goes into 
them, so once again, Team, thank you.  I’d also like to welcome Catriona O’Dwyer to the 
committee.  If anyone else would like to follow her example to come and join us, please don’t 
be shy.  Give me a phone or speak to me anytime.  You will be made very welcome.

At our last meeting it was suggested that we could do a car treasure hunt in the spring or 
summer.  Please contact me if you would like us to pursue this.  We would need at least 
twelve cars participating to make it worth while.

Sandra Pirie
Fund Raising Convener
315844



5

The total raised in 2014 for 
our church funds was £4,614.  
Once again this was a great 
effort, and I would like to 
thank all the forty-six members 
who make up the four Café 
groups, for their hard work 
and commitment.  The Café 

News from the Saturday Cafe

had thirty-four of the fifty-two 
Saturdays available with the 
remaining eighteen allocated 
as follows: Guild three, Hospice two, Boot Sales two (Café is provided by Café groups but 
money raised goes into Boot Sale total).  The following had one each: B.B. Band, Anchor 
Boys, Sunday School, Gardening Group, Fund Raising, Bible Society, SSAFA, Junior Fiddle 
Orchestra, Kalimpong, Traidcraft, Troon Ladies Hockey Team. The Christmas Café was a lot 
of fun and raised £893.70.  This year’s will be held on 12th December so pop the date into 
your diary, please. 

The Book Stall continues to be very popular, and I’d like to thank Sheila and Graham Sweet 
for organising it. 

Thank you to all the new members who have joined the Cafe groups during 2014.  We have 
approximately eleven members in each group which is super.

Finally, many thanks go to our regular customers who come along in all weathers to support 
us.  Why not join us and come along for a coffee and a chat some Saturday?  You will be made 
very welcome.

Cut out and Keep Fund Raising/Café Dates

21st February  Quiz and Musical Evening
23rd  May   Boot Sale
27th  June  Summer Fair
12th  September Ceilidh
22nd October  Fashion Show
14th  November  Boot Sale
12th  December Christmas Café
18th  December Panto
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Once again March will be very busy month for us.  On Tuesday 3rd we hold our ever popular 
Beetle Drive in the main hall at 7.30pm.  On Friday 6th we are hosting the World Day of 
Prayer at 7.30pm, and on Saturday 14th we are holding our Spring Fair with all the usual 
stalls from 10am until 12 noon.

We very much look forward to welcoming you at all of these events and we would like to 
thank you for your continued support.

Jean Lawson
Guild Co-ordinator

Woman’s Guild

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the rebuilding of 
our fine organ.  It was originally presented by the ladies 
of the congregation in 1895 for the newly built church, 
and  supplied by the leading London firm of William 
Hill and Son.  Wear and tear, along with changing 
musical tastes, led to the need for it to be rebuilt.  
Generous donations by the congregation enabled this 
work to be undertaken in 1965 by the successor firm 
of Hill, Norman and Beard (owned, incidentally, by 
John Christie, the founder of Glyndebourne Opera).  
A continued commitment over subsequent years to 
maintain and repair the instrument has ensured that 
the organ continues to contribute to the worship in our 
beautiful sanctuary week by week.

Andrew McConnell

Organ Anniversary

Top Talk Copy Date

Copy date for the next Top Talk is 12th May 2015.
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Photographs Wanted!

We are building up an archive of Photographs/
documents of the church and people connected with 

Troon Old.

Were you or your Parents/Grandparents, Elders? 
Sunday School Teachers? 

Members of the Congregation? 
(The photographs of do not have to been taken in 

the church)

Did any of your family attend Sunday School 
Outings? Sunday School Parties? 

Concerts in the church? 
Does anyone have any photographs of the main hall 

when it was still used as the church?

If so can we borrow your photographs, we will scan 
them and return them to you. 

Please hand them to Aileen Fraser, John Caldwell 
or leave them in the church office.
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Young Woman’s Group. Do you recognise any of these young ladies?

Hoots Mon!Garden of Remembrance 1956?

Troon Old 
Can you please help us fill in the missing names, dates etc. 
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Photo Archives
Contact Aileen Fraser 313501
John Caldwell. john_caldwell@btinternet.com
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Essay 4: Change, the Stuarts, Covenanters and the Church of Scotland

This essay is a broad look at what was the outcome of the actions of Martin Luther and his 
‘theses’.

What Luther saw in the church were the many abuses of power of the church administration 
system.  In some cases these abuses were ludicrous, such as ‘the sale of indulgences’ to the 
rich and powerful, while the less well off were left to get on with their lives as best they 
could, in many cases, not very well.  The church hierarchy were not very pleased about this 
exposure of their shortfall in leadership, and subjected Luther to a trial where he was given 
a chance to justify his position.

Powerful laymen began to see opportunities for self progression and soon they began to take 
sides in the argument about reform.

Meanwhile, in a remote island kingdom, the monarch, Henry VIII of England, was having 
some local difficulties in his marital affairs and after divorce negotiations failed he dropped 
his allegiance to Rome and declared himself Head of the Church of England, and ever since, 
kings and queens of that country have declared themselves ‘defenders of the faith’ (Fidei 
Defensor on the coinage up to the present day).

Further north in Scotland the Kings of Scots were continuing their connections with the 
Roman Church until John Knox arrived on the scene.  A follower of George Wishart, Knox 
had an eventful life and career in which he was helped by Archbishop Cranmer in London 
and John Calvin in Geneva. The outcome of Knox’s career was the First Scottish Reformation.  
A later Second Scottish Reformation was to follow.  This time the main characters were the 
Covenanters and ‘Bonnie Dundee’ or ‘Clavers’ depending on which party you supported.

Local people involved in these Reformations were Fullarton of Crosbie and William McKerrel 
of Hillhouse whose descendent now lives in the Borders.  These essays are not meant to 
teach history and if you would like to study the Reformation in Scotland I recommend the 
late Magnus Magnusson’s “Scotland” of 2000 or the earlier “Short History of Scotland” of 
1955 by P. Hume Brown.

Suffice it to say that the outcome of all the Covenants and wars was the Church of Scotland, 
established and territorial, and the Episcopal Church of the time became disestablished.

Troon Old, The History
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Next time we will look at how this new ‘Presbyterian’ church was to be organised and 
who were the main ‘movers and shakers’.  The effects of a January gale in 1759  will also be 
addressed, and Troon’s growth as an industrial and smuggling centre.

Bob Gemmell

News from Kalimpong

Many of you will know that for many years with the help our Sunday School we have been 
supporting Jessica at Dr Grahams Homes in Kalimpong.  For personal and family reasons, 
Jessica, who is now eighteen, decided last year that she would complete her secondary 
education in Kolkata.  Although she misses the Homes, she is happy with her decision.  
Both Harry and I met her in Kolkata in November and there is  no doubt that she is a real 
credit to the Homes.  She is now attending the Frank Anthony Anglo-Indian School in the 
city where she is happy and doing very well.

As both our Sunday School and Session are keen to maintain our connection with the 
Homes, we are now supporting a tiny five year old called Carol.  Carol comes from a very 
sad, difficult background in Kolkata but after some time in the caring, loving surroundings 
of the Homes’ Lucia King Nursery she is a little lady with a huge smile. We look forward to 
supporting her through her education at the Homes.

Aileen Fraser
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3Ks Tour/Holiday - 2014

Kolkata - Kathmandu - Kalimpong

The above tour has been organised for the last fourteen years by our very own Rev. John 
Webster and has by all accounts got better and more interesting as time has gone on.  John 
advertises the tour as more than a holiday, an unforgettable experience.  Some views and 
opinions in life can, it seems to me, be exaggerated, but not the 3Ks.  Along with Pat Thomson 
and Aileen Fraser, I took part on the 2014 3Ks tour and in every way John’s description was 
spot on.

As I’m sure many will know, John ministered in India for eight years which helped make our 
tour so much more interesting and dare I say better, as John was able to cram in so much 
during our three weeks.  He has the organisation of the 3Ks, involving hotels, trains, hired 
vehicles, guides and all local issues, sorted and planned down to the finest detail.  Thomas 
Cook could do no better.

On October 30th we departed Glasgow Airport and flew via Dubia en route to Kolkata.  On 
our arrival we spent our first few days visiting Mother Theresa’s centre, the former Scots 
Cemetery, the Queen Victoria Memorial/Museum and Saint Andrew’s Kirk. We also sailed 
down the Ganges and visited temples and a whole variety of amazing markets.  All transport 
and guides were included.  There were certainly some very sad sights in the form of real 
poverty and the obvious pain caused by this, but also many interesting sights, and some of 
the most mellow and likeable people I have ever met.

On November 3rd we flew to Kathmandu and visited all of the temples in the city with our 
guides.  Some of us took the tourist flight passing Everest which was simply awesome.  After 
two days we drove to southern Nepal and had quite unforgettable five days safari which 
included elephant rides, canoe sails, a journey by bullock cart to a traditional village and 
much more.  Thereafter back to Kathmandu for two days which for me was even better than 
our first visit.  I was really sad to leave and very much look forward to visiting again.  The 
people of this city made a huge impression on me and helped make the visit something out 
of the ordinary.

After twelve glorious days of interesting sights and wonderful people, little did I know that 
further excitement and also fame were to come our way. 

On November 12th we flew east to Bagdogra, India, then travelled by jeep to Darjeeling, 
West Bengal, which is the main tea plantation area where the colonials made their mark and 
their money.  During our stay we were accommodated at the world heritage Windamere 
Hotel which was originally used by the colonials and is simply like taking a time machine 
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visit back to the early 1900s.  If you carry out a Google search on the Windamere you can 
see how oldie worldly it is, having retained character and service which makes a stay here 
simply a world class experience.

During our time within the Windamere the stars of Bollywood were filming a motion picture 
production called ‘Kathmandu’.  Having declined the lead role, I along with the rest of our 
party settled on cameo roles as stand ins.  Watch out for this major Bollywood blockbuster 
with the film/DVD release early this spring.

During our time in Darjeeling we visited a tea plantation, the Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute, the Darjeeling zoo and enjoyed a ride on the ‘toy train’ which provides transport 
to the mountain area and which was subject of a recent BBC documentary.

On November 14th we departed Darjeeling by jeep en route for Kalimpong and the highlight 
for many, a visit to Dr Graham’s school.  This was a humbling and a wonderful experience 
which allowed us to meet the pupils and staff and to really get a feel of what the school is 
all about.  It is going through some challenges at present but with the quality of person who 
lives or works there, I am sure the school will get through this time and have a bright future.  
I enjoyed every second of my time in Kalimpong and the many visits we carried out in the 
surrounding area.  The school being such a highlight, I was left knowing that I simply must 
return.

On November 17th we departed by the mid evening overnight sleeper/train back to Kolkata 
where we were accommodated in a top village spa facility.  This was a real treat after our 
overnight journey which was a special way to end our time in India.

We returned home on November 19th.  I missed my wife, Susan, and son, Fraser, like never 
before but I guess I will have to endure this pain again as I know for sure I will return again 
on the 3Ks tour.  My time in Nepal and India was one of the most exciting and interesting 
experiences of my life.  I met many exceptional people during my travels, people with very 
little but who were also willing to share what they had with us.

John is one really fine man (say that with an Indian accent).  He will be taking the tour again 
in 2015, so think about it early and why not go for it?  It certainly is more than a holiday, it 
is an unforgettable experience.

Harry J Russell
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India & Nepal

Announcing The 15th much acclaimed annual 3Ks Tour
“A holiday and so much more”

Kolkata - Kathmandu - Kalimpong plus 2 nights in Darjeeling 
October 29th - November 18th 2015

Explore Kolkata. Sail the Ganges. Fly north into Kathmandu & Pokhara See Everest. Drive 
west for trek & camp to 11,000ft or Safari: Canoe Trip, Elephant jungle ride, Crocodiles, 
Birds, Rhinos. Fly East & motor up to Darjeeling at 7,000ft. Ride Famous Toy Train, 
Himalayan Sun-rise, Bhuddist Monastery, experience Colonial Comfort of Windamere 
Hotel. Visit Tea Garden, motor 2.5 hours by road to Kaimpong. Visit Dr Graham’s Homes 
and enjoy Saturday Bazaar. Overnight South to Kolkata by 1st class sleeper train & relax in 
Vedic Village before next day’s flight to U.K. Excellent accommodation throughout. A non-
profit making venture - any surplus is refunded. Cost estimate £2,100 (excludes flights from 
U.K. to Kolkata or Kathmandu - approx £700 - Includes full board throughout, transport, 
guides etc.) Single supplement £200

Enquiries to: John G Webster, Planetree, King’s Cross, Isle of Arran KA27 8RG 
Tel: 01770 700747 Email: johngwebster@live.co.uk 

Bookings close Tuesday 31st March 2015

(Led by John Webster who worked in Kalimpong for 8 years) 
Charity Registered in Scotland SCO 16341
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What a wonderful day was had by one and all. The weather just couldn’t have been better 
which was great for the Parade and of course Mrs Claus was able to alight for the second 
year and set up her Grotto in Room1. Her presence this time was another great success. In 
the main hall we had a variety of acts finishing off with the Young Fiddlers led by Wallace 
Galbraith. The central location of Troon Old and the willingness of so many in the Church 
to lend a hand, makes Wintertainment a truly wonderful family day out, for young and not 
so young to enjoy. A big thank you on behalf of the  the Activities Group TCC.

George Mulveny

Wintertainment 2014

www.ronyoungphotography.co.uk
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Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon KA10 6EB. 01292 313520
Minister: Rev David Prentice-Hyers BA MDiv. Tel: 01292 313644

Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon 01292 317687
andrew@fell1.freeserve.co.uk

Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. 01292 312948
Halls Convener/Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes 01563 851964

Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. 01292 312658
Editor: Aileen Fraser. 01292 313501

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS:

FEBRUARY
Sunday 22nd  Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 23rd Elders’ Communion and Kirk Session 7pm

MARCH
Tuesday 3rd Guild Beetle Drive
Friday 6th World Day of Prayer at 7.30pm in Troon Old
Saturday 14th Guild Spring Fair
Friday 20th BBC Radio Scotland’s ‘Big Debate’ at 12 noon in Troon Old
Sunday 22nd Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation at 11.45am
Sunday 29th Palm Sunday Family Communion
Monday 30th   -  Holy Week Services each evening at 7.30pm in St Meddans Parish
 Church

APRIL
Friday 3rd Good Friday Morning Service at 11am in St Meddans Parish Church
Sunday 5th Easter Sunday Morning Service on Troon beach at 6.30am
 Morning Worship in Troon Old at 10.30am followed by an Informal 
 Communion

MAY
Sunday 10th    - Christian Aid Week
Saturday 16th
Monday 11th Kirk Session 7.30pm

JUNE
Sunday 7th Sacrament of Holy Communion   


