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Jesus for President
In 2008 a “scruffy looking” Princeton educated 
and Mother Theresa trained Christian agitator 
wrote a disturbingly loving book called 
“Jesus for President”.  Now I mean all those 
descriptors in the best possible way.  He called 
this book a radical manifesto to awaken the 
political image of Christians.  Strong words 
sell books, but he had a point.  Sometimes our 
faith needs to be upended by God’s radical and 
shocking love.

During this next election I still think “Jesus for 
President”  is a great book title.  It’s a creative 
way for me to ask where do I place my core 
allegiance.  Does my hope lie in ‘partisan 
political options’ or in the Living Christ?  Is the central question who do I vote for 
on November 8th, or how do I live on November 9th, 10th and 11th?  Voting then 
as Claiborne suggest “is something we do every day of our lives”.

Paul makes a similar argument throughout his writings.  Again and again Paul asks 
to whom do we owe our first and final allegiance.  It’s a central question throughout 
all the Scriptures.  There was a time when saying Jesus is Lord or proclaiming Christ 
the King was an act of treason and blasphemy and could get you killed.  To proclaim 
Jesus is Lord or Jesus for president is a confession of faith that should have political 
ramifications.  Not partisan political ramifications but my faith should inform the 
way I approach my life.  Good Christians can and do have fundamentally different 
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Dear Friends,
A special word of thanks to everyone who contributed to my Jump for Joy with words 
of support and so  many generous donations.  At last count we raised over £4,000 for 
the Clock Tower.  An extra special word of thanks to our Fund Raising team who 
did all the hard work.  I just fell out a door.  I’m overjoyed by the positive response 
to this campaign and words of support I continue to receive over two months after 
the Jump.  Your support and words of encouragement were especially meaningful at 
10,000 feet.  There are no words that quite describe the fear, excitement and freedom 
of skydiving but I can’t say that I’ll not be going again any time soon.  Perhaps next 
time I’ll just take a nice long walk.

Dave 

Jump for Joy
Thankfully it wasn’t a bounce for joy

approaches to politics and voting.  Yet the Good News of the Gospel isn’t just 
something we hope for when we die, but something we are to enact on earth while 
we live.  Each day we ask ourselves whom do I serve...... my hope is that together 
we continue to answer as Joshua did “as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord”. 

Grace and Peace
Dave
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It is with sadness that we need to tell you that Bob Gemmell, elder of Troon Old Parish 
Church, recently passed away. Bob was rooted in this community and from these roots grew 
a full and rich life. He was born on a small holding just outside Loans on the 22nd of July 
1939, the only child of Helen and John Gemmell.
Primary school was at Loans and then on to Marr College. Bob worked hard in school and 
being a talented artist he was soon told that artists wouldn’t eat, so he became an engineer. 
Yet the arts were always close to his heart and his interests.
He was ordained an elder in 1971 and active in the church. He saw his work in the BBs, as an 
extension of the church for the promotion of the faith among boys. An opportunity to give 
back what he had so greatly been given. Home, love and identity…
As a young boy he would come into Troon as a part of the Life Boys which met in Troon Old.  
In that fellowship he gained that sure and steadfast dedication to friends, family and faith.  
Many boys were taught calligraphy and Bob’s origami class was always very well attended. 
He was Vice President of Ayr Battalion, handling all the Queen’s Badge work for them and 
his own 1st Troon Company. Bob’s commitments with the BB were longstanding and well 
fulfilled.
As a young man in the Youth Fellowship he was taken aside by the minister’s wife and told 
in no uncertain terms that there was a young lady also in the YF who was the one for him.
So at the next YF dance he asked Moira for a spin. And if at the end of the evening she 
was not convinced that he was the one, he had certainly made an impression as Moira was 
escorted home by Bob and not the unfortunate boy she came with. Eventually Moira did 
agree with the minister’s wife and they were married on the 11th of June, 1966 in Troon Old 
sanctuary by the husband of that prophetic woman who said “she’s the one for you.”
He loved learning and the life of the mind and this dedication led him to Scottish Aviation 
directly out of school, an organisation with which he would spend the majority of his career. 
He loved the work and greatly contributed not only to the products they made but to the 
betterment of the workers and craftsmen he trained.
For a time Bob went to work for Glacier Metals before coming back to Scottish Aviation and 
its successor British Aerospace.  Much of his time at BA was spent on the Jetstream turbo prop.
His love of sharing knowledge lent him to a natural role as a mentor, excellent employee and 
leader. His sons were truly surprised by the number of former BA employees who not only 
know of Bob and his adventures in Hanger 12a but remember fondly his mentorship of their 
own careers. There are also a surprising number of boys who went from Bob’s tutelage in the 
BBs to his mentorship at BA.
The same dedication applies to his work with the BBs. Bob had over 50 years service in the 
BBs. Recently the family found a photo of Bob and Moira in their uniforms leading the Life 
Boys/Anchor Boys just days before their wedding. Bob commenting why should you think 
a thing like a wedding would get in the way of the BBs.
His sons remember a number of years when the family garage was turned over to the use of the 

Tribute to Bob Gemmell
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BBs in recreating the Battle of Waterloo through a model.  Bob would use his love of history, his 
love of art and his deep creative skills to teach the boys how to build this historical replica.
As an extension of these he was also a member of the Troon Art club, Probus Club, Scottish 
Bible Society, Heraldry Society of Edinburgh and many other organisations over the years. 
He often served in the leadership of these groups, but was happy to let others take front and 
centre. Bob’s passion was for the work and for the people.
Bob was a great father taking keen interest in the lives of his boys and later his grandchildren, 
always supportive of them, their hobbies and their education, always making a priority any 
endeavour he thought would improve their lives.  His own interest in computers and his 
evening training in computer science led no doubt to his sons pursuit of technology. Although 
in later years it was his grand children who taught him to use the ever evolving technology.
Central to his life were friends, faith and family. His faith was a reasoned, self - educated 
faith. Always asking the hard questions of religious history and theological enquiry, but 
ever firm in his faith, steadfast in his service to kirk and BB Company.  We cannot count the 
generations that benefited from Bob’s steadfast faith to church and company.
A man of loyalty, dedication, and faith he had close held beliefs and strong options but 
always a gentle, forgiving and respectful spirit.
Let us remember Bob with a smile on his face, following his passions, sharing his faith and 
love with others. Let us give great thanks to God for Bob Gemmell, father, leader, elder, 
teacher, friend and beloved child of God.
Finally and importantly our thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s wife Moira, her sons, 
daughters-in-law and grand-children.  The Lord bless you and keep you.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk
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Our 2015/2016 session resumed in October with our Dedication Service conducted by 
our minister, Rev. David Prentice-Hyers, when we were delighted to welcome some new 
members.  In November we all enjoyed our evening at the Gaiety Theatre to see “White 
Christmas” having first met for a lovely meal in the theatre restaurant. In December Joy 
Allan delighted us with a demonstration of great ideas for  a “sweet” Christmas. At our first 
meeting of 2016 we had a most interesting, illustrated talk given by the Rev. Andrew MGurk 
telling us about his recent visit to Rwanda, which left us all feeling quite humbled.
On February 2nd we were very moved and also entertained by a presentation given by 
Magdalene Hornby who told us about her experiences of life in Quarriers Homes.
Our joint meeting with the other Troon Guilds will be held in Portland Church on the 16th 
of February when the Rev. Eddie Simpson will speak about his time as Chaplain at Barlinnie 
Prison, Glasgow. On the 1st of March we shall hold our annual Beetle Drive which is always 
a very popular evening, attended by members and friends.  Everyone will be made most 
welcome.  This year the World Day of Prayer is on Friday, 4th of March, and will be held in 
St Ninian’s Church at 3p.m.  Please note the new time.
Our Spring Fair is on 12th March and we would be grateful for donations of home baking, 
books and bottles.  Very finally we have two more dates for your diary, 3rd September, our 
coffee morning, and 19th November, our Christmas Fair coffee morning.
We look forward to welcoming you at all of these events and would like to thank you for 
your continued support.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

Spring Newsletter from the Guild
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Mrs Judy Irvine took over as our Christian Aid Convener on the retirement of Mrs Meta 
Matthews.  Following in Meta’s footsteps, Judy has been a most conscientious, diligent 
convener, working with the representatives from the other Troon churches in the Christian 
Aid Committee, helping to organise the Christian Aid Coffee Morning, the Bag Pack, the 
lunches during Christian Aid Week along with Mrs Marion Hamilton, and being responsible 
for our share of the door-to-door collection in May.  Judy also took on the heavy task of 
Christian Aid Committee Treasurer as well as always keeping us here in Troon Old up to 
date with what has been going on.
Thank you, Judy, for all your hard work.  The very good news is that Judy is continuing 
another role she took on about the same time, that of our Fairtrade Convener.  Judy was 
instrumental in Troon Old becoming Fairtrade and in joining with other churches and 
organisations to make Troon a Fairtrade town, and she will continue to be heavily involved 
in future Fairtrade projects in the town. Along with Mrs Anne McCulloch, Judy organises 
and runs our regular Fairtrade stall which you can find in our main hall on various Saturdays 
and Sundays throughout the year.
We now extend a very warm welcome to our new Christian Aid Convener, Mrs Lesley 
MacInnes.  Lesley has been one of our elders since 2000, and recently retired very early as 
the Deputy Director of Residential Services at Glasgow University.  Her job involved looking 
after the day-to-day running of the accommodation office with responsibility for allocating 
2,5000 bed spaces across eight residences - clearly quite an undertaking. 
We thank Lesley for being so willing to take on this important task and we assure her of our 
support.  We wish her every blessing as she takes up this  most worthwhile role.

Editor

Christian Aid - Thank You and Welcome

A big thank you to everyone who helped at the Bag Pack in Morrison’s on Wednesday, 30th 
of December. This event raised the fantastic amount of £1,270 through generous donations 
made by customers on the day.  Even better news is that this total will be doubled, as the UK 
government will double all donations to Christian Aid up to 6th February, 2016.
This amount will go directly to Christian Aid, and will be used to help the many projects 
supported by Christian Aid in developing countries. This year’s Christian Aid week is from  
Sunday, 15th May until Saturday, 21st May and we look forward to your support at this time.  
Look out for further information.

Lesley MacInnes.

Christian Aid - Bag Packing
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2015 was another busy year for the Café volunteers. The Café had 33 of the 51 Saturdays 
available (26th December was a holiday), with the remaining Saturdays allocated as follows: 
Guild x3, Hospice x2, Table Top Sale x2. The following had 1 each: B.B.Band, Anchor Boys, 
Fairtrade, Troon Thistle, Garden Group, Sunday School, Summer Fair, Kalimpong, Scottish 
Bible Society, Nepal Earthquake Appeal, and SSAFFA. Not only did the Café volunteers 
turn out for their own allotted Saturdays, they also provided the teas/coffee etc. for the 2 
Table Top Sales, the Nepal Earthquake Appeal, SSAFFA and the Scottish Bible Society. The 
Christmas Café was a really busy, super fun day! The visit of Father Christmas made the 
day extra special for everyone.  We had a great spread of photos in the Ayrshire Post – if 
you missed them, I have a copy if you’d like to see them. We made £854 for Church funds. 
The 10th December is the date for this years  so pop it in your diary so you don’t miss it! 
The Book Stall continues to be very popular.  Many thanks to Sheila and Graham Sweet 
for organising it. I’d like to let you all 
know in advance that the price of the 
Café will be going up to £2 from 26th 
March. The last increase was 3 years 
ago and everyone keeps telling me it 
should be £2 – so I have obliged! I 
would like to give my heartfelt thanks to 
the 46 wonderful volunteers who keep 
the Café going. It’s a big commitment 
which is much appreciated by myself, 
our customers, and the Treasurer!

Sandra Pirie

Thanks to the group of helpers who gave of their time to decorate the Church and halls for 
Christmas – a substantial task. It was uplifting to be thanked by a number of people who 
enjoyed the fruits of their efforts and took the time to say so. And a sincere thank you to the 
army of helpers who descended on the church on Monday 4th January to take down and 
store the Christmas decorations. As a result, the task was completed in little over two hours. 
The same work has been spread over more than two days to complete by a smaller group in 
past years. Many willing hands make light work. Thanks again.

Sandra Pirie

News from the Saturday Café

Christmas Decorations
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Doctor Graham’s Homes

Dear Sunday School,
As we come to the end of another fruitful year, just a few lines to let you know that 
Carol Moment is doing extremely well in all spheres of life in our lovely Homes. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed her stay here at Lucia King.

The Homes Birthday week was a most memorable one for her with so many school events 
taking place: the school concert, singing competition, swimming gala and the birthday on 
24th September was full of new experiences for her. In October we had the puja holidays 
and we went for nature walks and outings. Besides all these, Carol is doing well in her 
studies and will surely pass her annual exams and be promoted to upper kindergarten next 
year. She will go for her winter vacation to Kolkata which she is looking forward to. Carol 
sends all her love and Christmas greetings to you in advance.

With warm wishes
Aiti Rai, Cottage Aunty
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Troon Spanish Group – Olé

For parents with toddlers, pre-schoolers and early primaries. Come along every Friday to 
Troon Old and have some fun learning the Spanish language with music and movements, 
interactive games, videos and stories, refreshments and snacks, coffee and tea.  No need to 
book, pay as you go, £3.50 per child, families £2 off, babies free.  Sessions 10am and 1pm 
toddlers and pre-schoolers.  Session 3.45pm early primaries (p1-p3) and mixed ages.

You can follow all our activities at “Troon Spanish Group” on Facebook.
loastrid@live.com.mx

Many thanks to everybody who supported the Traidcraft stalls held on Saturday mornings 
at the Church Café and on Sunday mornings after the Church service throughout 2015.  We 
sold over £1,300 worth of fairly traded products at these stalls last year.  Thank you also to 
Anne McCulloch who has looked after the stall on Saturday mornings throughout the year.
 
As you will all be aware, the R & A Open Golf Championship  is coming to Troon this July 
and as part of the R & A’s commitment to sustainability a number of Fairtrade products 
including tea, coffee, sugar and bananas will be available in all catering outlets around the 
course.  This will be a great opportunity to spread the Fair Trade message and discussions 
are in hand with the R & A, South Ayrshire Council, local businesses, churches and schools 
with a view to maximising the impact.
 
Fairtrade Fortnight will run from 29th February to 13th March this year and we are holding 
the Fairtrade Big Brew Coffee Morning on Saturday 5th March in our Church Hall.  If you 
are able to help out or provide home baking for this coffee morning, please speak to me.  
The theme this year is “Let It Grow” and the focus will be on helping poor farmers and 
their families in vulnerable countries, where climate change is impacting on their already 
precarious lifestyles.
 
Judy Irvine
Tel: 315162

Traidcraft
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Smiling

Flower Committee

During a recent sermon of Dave’s, one of our members was reminded of this poem which she 
would like to share with us. We don’t have a title for it, nor an author, but we hope you like it.

Smiling is infectious,
You catch it like the flu’.

When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.

I passed around the corner,
And someone saw my grin:
When I smiled I realised,

That I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about that smile,
Then realised its worth.

A single smile just like mine
Could travel round the earth.

So, if you feel a smile begin,
Don’t leave it undetected.

Let’s start an epidemic quick,
And get the world infected!

Editor

On behalf of the volunteers who arrange the flowers in church each week, I would like to 
invite any person with an interest in flowers to join us in this enjoyable task, helping to 
beautify our church.
I must also thank our many members who so generously donate flowers and money to the 
flower fund.
Lastly, thanks to the flower team who give of their time and talent, and make sure there are 
always flowers in the sanctuary each Sunday.

Jean Godden
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Fund Raising Committee Report

The Fashion Show on 23rd October was a great night out.  Our models, Jean Lawson, Katie 
Godden, Margaret Parkinson and Nan McKinnell looked wonderful in all their outfits.   
Many thanks to them for making the show so enjoyable for us all.  Unfortunately for us, 
Gloria has decided to retire so that was her last show in Troon.  I know she has many plans 
for her retirement and we wish her good health and happiness in the future.  This event was 
well supported and made £384 for our funds.
The Table Top Sale on 14th November raised £537.  The Café served the teas/coffees and 
cakes in Room 3 and we all enjoyed the homemade soup and rolls with sausage and onions 
prepared by Joy, worth coming for even if you didn’t buy anything!  The stall holders were 
happy with their sales too.  The next sale is booked for 28th May, 2016.
The Christmas card delivery service created £654 for our funds.  I think this is the most time 
and labour intensive event that we undertake in the year.  Thanks to the many volunteers 
who helped in so many ways.  We really appreciate your support.
The Panto was great fun!  “Oh yes it was!”  It was full of glitter, corny jokes, innuendo, 
fabulous costumes and very loud NOISE - too loud for our wee Finlay who beat a hasty 
retreat with Mum and Dad! The rest of us had a super time.  Unfortunately we had to return 
several unsold tickets - we did get a partial refund.  We made a loss on the cost of the bus 
so overall we made a loss.  We are planning another outing this year so watch out for more 
info in the next issue.
Well, friends, this will be my last report to you as Fund Raising Convener as I have decided 
to step down from the committee.  I haven’t been keeping too well recently and have been 
struggling with my church, business and home commitments.  I would like to thank the 
committee members for their support over the years, and for going along with my (sometimes 
daft) money making ideas.  I have loved every happy, busy, funny and frustrating minute of 
my time on the committee.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my daughter, 
Amanda, who has been responsible for creating the colourful posters for many of the events, 
and Eric for doing the tickets and technical things that I don’t understand at all!
I will still be managing the Saturday Cafes and the Trinket Stall, and Eric and I will, health 
willing, still be helping with the decorating of the church and halls for Christmas - so you 
don’t get rid of me that easily!
I have to say that I have thoroughly enjoyed my many years of fund raising for my beloved 
church.  The comradeship of so many has been a blessing, and although I am having to stand 
down at this time, I am not turning my back on this important aspect of church life.  I am 
still happy to be there in the background offering any support I can give.

Sandra Pirie 
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I know that so many of our readers have enjoyed and appreciated Bob Gemmell’s 
contributions to our magazine, firstly his Treasures of the Sanctuary series, and recently his 
history of Troon Old.  I personally always loved his final words, “Have fun”.  We shall do our 
best to complete Bob’s work in  future editions and have fun.

Editor

Thank you so much for all your kindness to me in recent weeks.  I have so much appreciated 
your  overwhelming kindness, your cards, visits, telephone calls, flowers, all these mean so 
very much. Thank again and with lots of love,
Eleanor Butchart

The Communications and Publications Committee would very much like to thank our 
anonymous donor for the gift of very beautiful and striking banners which added to our 
decorations in our Main Hall this Christmas. 
Alas, the very welcoming banner for our church railings was sadly overwhelmed by one of 
those named storms, somewhere between Abigail and Frank.
Jean Morman,
Convener

Ach! What with these dark nights and windy wet days, I was wondering what to do with 
myself. Well of course I shouldn’t have said a word to my wife! Why don’t you finish going 
through your slide collection came the retort. I bought you that slide scanner for your 
birthday and you’re almost a year older! She was right on both counts. Anyway it got me 
thinking and I have started looking at our younger selves once again. It’s actually amazing 
what you can find in the treasure trove of your photographs, many sitting in albums or 
slides. Last year the Troon Old Archive was started with many of you sending photos into 
John Caldwell who is documenting them to build up a pictorial history. The response was 
good but we still need more to fill in the gaps. Like me do you just need that little nudge to 
spend a few moments to assist in this task, before we all get another year older!
Original photographs can be returned and slides can be scanned and given back if required. 
So now there’s no excuse, even for me! 
George Mulveny

Have Fun

Good Friends

Christmas Banner

Archive



15

Final copy date for the next Top Talk is 31st May 

Like me you probably walk past the railings round the church often without paying very 
much attention to them.  I found myself standing next to them recently and I had a good 
look at them.  It is fair to say they are in quite poor condition and it has clearly been some 
time since they were maintained.
The church is a great building but it is old and there will be things that regularly need to 
be done to keep it functioning. There is a project and fund raising under way to repair the 
clock tower.  It is a major piece of work that will require specialist attention, however there 
are straightforward tasks that can be undertaken, that don’t need high degrees of skill or 
expertise and I think maintaining the railings would be one of them.
If a number of people are prepared to offer some time in a collective effort we can tackle 
the railings without much difficulty and achieve a good outcome because they will look 
better and last longer.  If nothing is done they will probably have to be replaced rather than 
maintained.  If we can do this sort of thing ourselves it saves money that can be better spent 
on the bigger things that we couldn’t do ourselves.  Aside from the economic argument,  
there is no reason why it couldn’t end up being good fun.  I think the railings work could 
be done when the weather is better in April/May, that would give us ample time to plan the 
activity.
If you are prepared to give some time and get involved that would be much appreciated.  
Please let me know. Thanks.

Neil.MacInnes@yahoo.co.uk
318951

Railings and other things
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www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS:

FEBRUARY
Sunday 28th  Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 29th Elders’ Communion and Kirk Session 7pm

MARCH
Tuesday 1st Guild Beetle Drive
Friday 4th World Day of Prayer at 3pm in St Ninian’s Church
Saturday 12th Guild Spring Fair
Sunday 20th Palm Sunday Family Communion

Monday 21st    –   Holy Week Services each evening at 7.30pm in Seagate Church
Friday 25th      –    Good Friday Morning Service at 11am in Seagate Church

Sunday 27th    Easter Sunday Morning Service on Troon beach at 6.30am followed by  
 breakfast in Troon Old                
  Morning worship at 10.30am in Troon Old and Informal Communion

APRIL
Sunday 3rd Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation

MAY
Monday 9th     Kirk Session Meeting
15th–21st Christian Aid Week 

JUNE
Sunday 26th Sacrament of Holy Communion   


