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19 July 2020 

Dear Friends, 

I’m pleased to say that beginning on the 26th of July we will be offering two short reflective services 
in the sanctuary at 9:15 and 10:30. The lifting of lockdown has enabled the Kirk Session to approve 
these brief, casual services of Worship. In light of the adjusted reality of these strange times, several 
points are fundamental to the way forward:

We will not be early adopters. As much as we want to reopen fully, we can only move forward by 
providing a safe and sustainable environment. We are following the best advice on offer. We believe 
there is no conflict in being people of faith and people who believe in science. 

Churches are not like businesses. Most businesses that are reopening with success can serve 
customers in one-on-one or minimal group settings, thus limiting the risk of exposure. Churches do 
not operate that way. The risk of accidentally spreading infection is exponentially higher at large-
scale gatherings. Therefore we must be cautious in our procedures. You will find them outlined on 
the second page of this letter. 

Initially, Worship will look and feel different.  One of the sad realities of the spread of coronavirus 
is that singing creates significant risk. Things will look and feel different. Remember that this too 
shall pass and we will adapt our practice to match ever-evolving advice. 

When will Troon Old return to normal?
The effects of this crisis are likely to be with us for an extended time. Phase 4 may bring longer 
worship services, but social distancing is expected to be in effect for some time. Caring for others is 
worshipful and pleasing to God. The form of Worship may be new and odd, but God is still with us. 
God can hear your prayers even through a mask. 

We will honour your decision about what is best for you. We know that not everyone will 
immediately feel comfortable returning. We will not shame or exclude anyone because they want to 
exercise even more caution. If you choose not to worship in person, please join us online.
www.troonold.org.uk or www.facebook.com/TroonOld

Telephone Worship:
By telephoning 01292 434504, you can hear the latest worship service. This telephone service is 
specially designed for people who do not have access to the internet. The service is free to use.

Sincerely yours,
 

Dave

Troon Old Parish Church of Scotland is a registered Scottish Charity, number SC007246



Troon Old Parish Church- COVID-19 Rules on Reopening
Phase 3 of Scottish Government Route Map – Places of worship allowed to open for services 
under physical distancing rules and hygiene safeguards. 

1. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND CHURCH IF YOU OR ANYONE IN YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD HAVE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS: DRY COUGH; 
FEVER; LOSS OF TASTE or SMELL; SHORTNESS OF BREATH.

2. Please carefully consider the additional risk to your health and wellbeing if you are 
within the higher risk categories as defined by current government guidance.

3. Church will be open for services of reflection on Sunday 26th July from 8:45 and 10.00am, 
the services will commence at 9.15 and 10.30 respectively and last around 20 minutes. This 
and further opening time(s) will be published as things evolve. 

4. Please follow government guidance on travel. 

5. Only the church sanctuary will be open – no general access to toilets, kitchen, halls, etc. 
Corridor doors will be closed and not in use other than for emergency purposes.

6. Entrance is via Academy Street door only. A One-way system will be operated to aid physical 
distancing. Disabled access can be made available if required. Exiting the Church through the 
Academy Street Door and Ayr Street door. Stewards will be there to help with access/exit.

7. Social distance markings are installed in church – please remain 2m apart.

8. ‘Sit here’ signage placed in pews – showing limitations of seating in pews and maintenance 
of 2m social distance. (There will be around 34 marked places available, with some 
additional capacity for same household groups sitting together; however, maximum capacity 
– including minister and stewards – is capped at 50 people by the Scottish Government). 
Stewards will monitor and help with this. 

9. PLEASE DO NOT MOVE THESE SIGNS OR TRY TO SIT IN CLOSED OFF PEWS
10. A record of attendees has to kept (trace & protect).  You are asked to bring a note of name 

and phone number and leave in box on entry.  If you don’t have this, you’ll be asked to write 
it and leave on the way out.

11. Stewards will be positioned at entrance/exit and to help with seating and safety.  Please 
follow their guidance.  People will not be able to sit in their ‘usual’ seats.

12. Everyone is to maintain good hand hygiene practices - apply hand sanitiser on entry to and 
exit from the church. Supplies will be available at entry and exit doors.

13. Face coverings must be worn when inside the church. If a face covering is not used for 
medical or other reasons, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or sleeve (not hands) when 
coughing or sneezing.

14. The church premises were deep cleaned by an external cleaning company in July 2020. 
Enhanced cleaning of all contact areas following each service will be done in line with Health 
Protection Scotland guidance.

15. To avoid cross-contamination and aid cleaning, Bibles, hymn books and cushions have been 
removed from the pews.  Bring your own Bible if you wish, then take it home. 

16. Collection plates will be available inside the vestibule for envelope collection or cash 
donations.

17. These rules are required to meet the conditions of the Scottish Government and Church of 
Scotland for safe reopening of premises. You are asked to comply to help keep yourself and 
others safe - thank you. 
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