
Late January brought a welcome winter surprise.  An  
unusually sunny morning collided with my day off.   
Hoping to make the most of the moment, I pulled 
out the rucksack and bundled up for a stroll along 
the beach to Irvine.  The wind was down, the sun was 
out, and the air was remarkably warm for midwinter.

Rounding the long sweeping curve of North Shore 
Road I was struck by the complete disappearance 
of Arran from the horizon.  Its absence on such a 
beautiful day is almost as striking as the vivid views of 
snowy Goatfell on clear and cold autumn days.  I was 

reminded that even those thick clouds will lift and the sun will shine again upon those 
frosted peaks.  While God is oft hidden from our eyes, Christ is never far from our hearts.  
The sun will shine, the clouds burn off and we will again 
see clearly, if only for a short time, the bright light of God's 
love.  Such is the strange and wondrous path of faith.

Halfway to Irvine as the coast bends to the northwest 
there is a grass covered rock sea wall.  From the distance it 
appeared to be covered with random trash and junk.  Closer 
you realise the beachcombers have built an impromptu 
monument from the flotsam and jetsam.  I am clueless as 
to what it might memorialise but there is still an ordered beauty to the motley artefacts.  
Road signs, surfboards, gloves, tricycles and even the kitchen sink are all arranged into  
Ayrshire's own beach front outdoor modern art museum.  Beauty can arise from the worst 
wreckage of our lives.  Remember, ours is a God who makes beautiful things out of dust.

So, dear friends, as the days again lengthen I hope you will find time to listen to 
your life in whatever form your Sabbath may take.  In these strange days may you 
find the time and space to be reminded that ours is a God who makes beautiful 
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things out of dust.  For while God is oft hidden from our eyes, God is never far from 
our hearts.  Truth and beauty can arise from even the worst wreckage of our lives.

Peace and Grace
Dave

A Celebration

On the 11th of December last year, Rev. Rona Young, our Parish Associate, celebrated the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of her ordination.  After participating in our service, Rona, her 
family, friends and members of the congregation celebrated with tea and cake in our main 
hall and a presentation was made to her.  The following comes from Rona's reply.

From our Parish Associate

I wish to record my sincere thanks for the generous gift voucher I received on the twenty-
fifth anniversary of my ordination.  Thanks too for the beautiful bouquet of flowers.

In the church hall I thanked all my family and friends who came on that day, and all those 
who came from Crosshouse, New Cumnock and Ayr: St Quivox, the three charges in which 
I was minister. 

I can still remember the Wednesday evening of my ordination, exactly twenty-five years 
ago.  It was a cold, frosty night, exciting, but yes, I was aware of the great responsibility I was 
taking on. 

At the end of May last year my husband, Tom, and I returned to Troon Old Parish Church.  
When the minister said, "Welcome home, children of God, welcome home", I am sure you 
can imagine that there were tears in my eyes!

Thanks to you all for making us so welcome back here once again.  In the church where I 
was married, in which our daughters were baptised, where I was ordained as an elder and 
from which I entered the ministry, it means more to me than I can put in words, to be your 
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care.  It is really wonderful to be back on this special day where 
it all began.

I have been welcomed into every home I have visited and met some people I have not seen 
for over thirty years or more.  I have also met other people I did not know but have enjoyed 
getting to know.  It is indeed a great privilege to visit, especially in bereavement situations.  
Although retired, I believe this is where God has called me to serve Him now.  Thanks again 
to each and every one of you.

Rona M. Young
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Thank You and Welcome

A huge thank you to Mr Peter Holmes for looking after our 
buildings and property since March 2014. Having reached a 
certain age, which seems young to me, Peter has decided to retire.  
Apart from worship on Sundays, Peter can  be found working 
assiduously with the other members of our Gardening Team on 
Tuesday mornings.

I am now very happy to introduce our new Property Convener, 
Mr Jonathan Caldwell.  Jonathan, with an Honours degree in 
Building Surveying, is very well qualified for the post, and like 
all our previous Property Conveners, he is very handsome and 
young, well, possibly, our youngest ever.  He would welcome and 
indeed deserves our support for his great plans for us which he 

is outlining below.

"A refreshed Fabric Team has recently taken over the reins of the maintenance and safe 
operation of our buildings.  I am your new Fabric Convener, ably assisted primarily 
by Alastair Crabb as Maintenance Co-ordinator and Lesley MacInnes as Compliance 
Co-ordinator to ensure that everything is running in a ship shape fashion.

Our buildings are unique and an important feature in our town.  Our church hall is the 
oldest remaining religious building in use in the town.  We have two separate Grade B listed 
buildings.  We have a First World War Memorial for the whole town.  We have a prestigious 
William Morris & Co stained glass window.  We are prominently located adjacent to the 
Town Hall and comprise almost one half of a busy town centre street. We have esteemed 
patronages from the Duke of Portland to Adam Wood, a founding member of Royal Troon 
Golf Club, who gifted two stained glass windows and our suite of halls, and to James Dickie, 
first captain of Royal Troon Golf Club, who developed Portland Terrace, gifted the Dickie 
Fountain to the town and who gifted our baptismal font to our church.

We host the Troon Foodbank each week.  We are the host church of the 1st Troon Company 
of the Boys' Brigade.  Our World Championship BB Pipe Band use our buildings for their 
twice weekly band practices.  TEARS (Troon Refugees) use our buildings.  We host our 
Troon Soup meetings to encourage integration within the town.  Areas of our parish have 
recently been identified as being some of the most deprived in South Ayrshire and as the 
above examples show, we strive to reach out and support those in our community who need 
assistance wherever possible.

We should be very proud of all that we do.  We are much more than just an old building and 
we are so much more than just a church for Sunday mornings.
Our buildings, however, are in need of repair, maintenance and  investment.  We are currently 
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upgrading works as Phase One. We are aiming and hopeful that we can raise these funds by 
2020.

Attention will then be given to our church halls with decoration and upgrades of the facilities 
to be considered.  We hope to have delivered this Phase Two by the time of the bicentenary 
of our congregation in 2027.

With our new Team in place we are hoping to see some big changes ahead!"

Thank you, Jonathan,
Editor

Campaign to Increase Donations - An Update

The net increase across WFO comparing year to year was only £37 owing to loss of revenue 
from deaths, but 18 people increased their giving and that increase amounted to £1,007.

In Gift Aid envelopes there were 27 increases worth £1,690 which, with a number of deaths, 
became £1,400.  This will be worth over £3,0000 in a full year if the increased donations are 
maintained.

In bank donations 39 people have increased their Standing Orders.  For 2016 this increase is 
£1,320 and in 2017 will be an increase of £4,440.

Three people have changed to Standing Order, increasing by £540 per annum.

In total 87 people have enlarged their giving which should increase in 2017 by a minimum 
of £5,000 to a best figure of £9,000.

This is a very satisfactory result.  Obviously we would like to see increases from those who 
have not yet done so.  Remember, if you are a tax payer and not giving by Gift Aid at present, 
you can increase your giving by 25% at no additional cost to yourself just by signing a form.

Tom Bonnes
Gift Aid Convenor

engaging in obtaining capital funding for a new roof for our church building, repairs to the 
spire of the church hall, repairs to our stained glass windows, stone repairs and electrical
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Woman’s Guild Newsletter

At our first meeting of 2017 we enjoyed an excellent and very informative talk by Jimmy 
Young from First Response, Troon.

On 7th March we have our annual Beetle Drive which is always very popular with members 
and friends.  The bargain price for this event is only £2 and that includes a lovely, light 
supper.  Everyone will be made most welcome.

We shall conclude our 2016/2017 session with our closing dinner in April, date to be 
confirmed.

Finally, we have one more date for your diary: 11th March, our Spring Fair.  All donations of 
home baking, bottles etc. will be very welcome. We shall also be having exciting guest stalls. 
We would like to thank everyone who supported our Christmas Fair and for all donations 
of baking received.

We look forward to welcoming you all at these events.

Best wishes,

Margaret  Parkinson

Guild Secretary

Flower Arranging Team

At the beginning of this year I would like to thank the members of the Flower Arranging 
Team who make sure that there are always flowers each Sunday in church for worship.  We 
would encourage anyone who would like to help us with flower arranging or afterwards in 
the distribution of flowers to the sick, housebound or bereaved to let us know.

We have recently lost a great friend of the Group, Moira Boyd.  We miss her greatly.

We have been very fortunate in 2016 with donations from the congregation.  In fact, we did 
not need to use any church funds in the purchase of flowers.

We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us.

Jean Godden
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Kirk Session Photo

As many of you know, we've commissioned a new photo of the Kirk Session.  Copies of this 
photo are available online at www.ronyoungphotography.co.uk
Simply click on "Your Photographs -> Portraits -> Kirk Session Troon Old Parish."  
Tom Bonnes is also placing an order and would be happy to order more for interested folk.
Simply be in touch with Tom (01563 851964) if you would like to purchase your own copy. 
Two sizes are available: 9 by 6 inches at £12 and 12 by 8 at £17.

Volunteers Your Church Needs You

In 1989 Miss Gertie Kellie, with the help of a few friends, began cleaning the church brasses, 
mainly the eagle and the ewer.  Gertie has been cleaning the brasses ever since, keeping 
them looking at their very best, particularly in time for our Communion services. She 
now feels that it is nearly time to retire.  Ideally we are looking for at least two volunteers. 
No experience is required, just plenty of elbow grease and a willingness to contribute to 
keeping our sanctuary looking at its best.  Please give this valuable and rewarding task your 
consideration.  Guidance will be provided as will high quality polish and many dusters.  We 
look forward to hearing from you.

Editor
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Grateful Thanks

As a congregation we regularly support in various ways a wide range of charities and 
organisations, some local, some much further afield.  Here are a few examples of the thanks 
and acknowledgements we have received recently.

Before our Harvest Thanksgiving Service at the end of September, we issued Farm Africa 
envelopes and invited the congregation to return them with their donations as part of our 
Harvest celebrations.  We received an enthusiastic response from Farm Africa addressed 
to everyone  at Troon Old and thanking us for raising what they described as the fantastic 
total of £425.00 which goes towards their Give Hunger the Boot campaign.  This campaign 
helps farmers in eastern Africa in countries such as Kenya understand which crops are most 
suitable for the dry conditions which often prevail, and also gives them business training to 
ensure good prices for their crops. As a result many families are now able to pay for their 
children's education.

On Bible Sunday in October we held a retiring offering for the Scottish Bible Society.  We 
have now received their letter thanking us so much for our kind contribution of £174.70.  
They write that with our support and prayers more lives can be transformed through God's 
Word.  The examples they give include Christians in Cameroon receiving Bibles in their own 
language for the first time, and soldiers in war-torn Ukraine being able to receive waterproof 
copies of the New Testament and gain strength from the Word of God.

Part of our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service offering was donated to Irvine & Troon 
Cancer Care.  Their acknowledgement thanks us for our very generous donation of £345.94 
which will help them to continue their much appreciated work of providing transport for 
patients to attend appointments in Glasgow and throughout Ayrshire.

A second part of our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was donated to CrossReach which 
is the Social Care Council of the Church of Scotland. They have written to say how delighted 
they were to receive our donation of £345.93 which will help them continue to deliver 
their wide range of services in the name of the Church and in Christ's name in some of 
the poorest areas of Scotland. Their work includes care for vulnerable adults, children and 
family support, and support for older people.  You can find out more in their most recent 
magazine which can be found in the vestibule and on the table outside the office.

Editor
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Many Congratulations

Very many congratulations to our own Mr George Powell, Captain of the 1st Troon Company 
of the Boys' Brigade.  George has been awarded the MBE in the New Year's Honours list for 
his very many years of service to the BB and to the community.  George is very modest about 
his award and sees it for everyone in the 1st Troon Company.  As yet he is unsure where or 
when his investiture will take place but hopes it will be at Holyrood so that all his family 
including his daughter in America can attend.

We send him our very best wishes.

Editor

Copy Date

Copy Date for the next Top Talk is 14th May 2017
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Fundraising Article

During the winter months many have enjoyed the various fundraising events that have 
taken place around the church.  On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all those 
who supported us to deliver these events and look forward to your continued support with 
future events.

Fundraising activities that took place over the winter months were as follows:

24th September – The Ceilidh - much fun was had by all at this annual social event which 
generated a profit of £60.
15th October – Our organist, Andrew McConnell, provided a thoroughly enjoyable 
afternoon of music for the young and the young at heart which raised over £300.
29th October – 2nd Table Top Sale of the year which raised £432.
20th November – ‘Wintertainment’ – the soup and rolls served raised £120.
3rd December - A family evening of Mexican cuisine and culture, arranged by Lorena 
Mendez who runs the Troon Spanish Group, raised £255.
Christmas card delivery service – this raised £604.

Forthcoming events organised (and those being arranged) to date are:

Ronnie Russell, Local Artist & Cartoonist, will provide us with an evening of fun and laughter 
as he takes you back to the “good old days” on 18th March @ 7p.m. (Ticket availability and 
prices will be announced soon).
“Stop the clock, start the fundraising” – more details to come.
TOP Easter “Bake off ” – old and young, dust off your aprons and get your food mixers at the 
ready! Bake off is coming to Troon Old on 8th March – details to follow.
Car Treasure Hunt – we await the lighter nights and the better weather for this event.
Mexican Evening – if you enjoyed the authentic Mexican cuisine that Lorena provided at the 
event in December then you will be happy to know that there is more to come.
Look out for regular “themed” quizzes available at Saturday cafes and coffee time following 
Sunday Worship – get the old brain cells working for £1 a go.  
 
We will keep you informed of dates and tickets for all future events in the Sunday Orders of 
Service as and when they are confirmed. 

Fundraising/social event ideas 

Got an idea? Don’t keep it to yourself! Share it with any of the fundraising committee 
members or post your suggestions in the box provided in the church hallway.  All suggestions 
will be considered (within reason)!

Lynn Ferguson
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Babes and Toddlers Group

While my daughter was visiting Troon with her two young children, we took the opportunity 
to go to the Baby and Toddler Group in the Church Hall on Tuesday morning.  We were 
made to feel very welcome and our grandson had a wonderful time.  There was a great 
selection of toys and, of course, plenty of space to run around and play.  This is an excellent 
facility available to parents, grandparents and all those looking after children for the very 
reasonable price of £1 which includes tea or coffee.  Thank you to those who organise it, 
certainly a great place to entertain energetic toddlers!

Sheila Sweet

Christian Aid

Our joint bag packing event in Morrisons Supermarket on Friday, 16th December raised the 
magnificent sum of £1,250.

Thank you to all the volunteers from Troon Old who so willingly gave their time to help 
support this event, and to all those who so generously donated on the day.

Our next event will be the house to house collections during Christian Aid Week which this 
year will run from Sunday, 14th of May until Saturday, 20th of May.  If you are able to help 
with the collections this year, please contact me either after Sunday worship or by phoning 
me on 01292 318951.

Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes

South Ayrshire  Foodbank

The Foodbank's new initiative for the year is "Meal of the Month".
February's meal is
Tinned Mince, Potatoes (tinned or packet), Veg
Sponge Pudding and Custard (tinned or packet)

They would like to be able to put this meal in every box sent out in February.  Please consider 
the above when donating to the Foodbank or donate £3.00 to help pay for the meal.  You can 
also text SAFB15 £3 to 70070.  Food donations can be left on the shelves in Room 1.  Money 
donations can be handed in to the office.

Thank you,
Carol Clark
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Line Dancers

Our roving photographer, Mr Alastair Crabb, caught our line dancers having a welcome 
break.  They meet every Wednesday in our church hall from 10 - 11am and would love to 
have you join them.

Editor

Fairtrade at Troon Old

Thank you to everybody who supported the Traidcraft stalls in 2016.  I hope you will continue 
to purchase from the stalls throughout 2017.  There will be an opportunity to buy items such 
as honey, muesli, coffee, chocolate, birthday cards and jewellery after the church service on 
the first Sunday of every month, and there will also be a stall one Saturday every month at the 
church café which is held in the church hall.  Specific dates will be in the Order of Service.

Fairtrade Fortnight is from 27th February to 12th March and we shall be hosting a Big 
Brew event in the form of a coffee morning in the church hall on Saturday, 4th March.  
Please pop in for a tea or coffee and home baking on that date.  If you are able to help 
on the day or donate home baking, please contact me.  All money raised at the Big 
Brew event will go towards helping change families' futures in the developing world.

Judy Irvine
315162
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Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS

FEBRUARY
Saturday  26th  Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 27th   Kirk Session Meeting at 7pm

MARCH
Friday 3rd World Day of Prayer at 7.30pm 
 in the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption and St Meddan
Sunday 26th Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation at 11.45am

APRIL
Sunday 9th Palm Sunday Family Communion
Monday 10th- Holy Week services each evening at 7.30pm 
 in Troon Old Parish Church
Friday 14th Good Friday Morning Service in Troon Old at 11am
Sunday 16th Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on Troon beach at 6.30am
 followed by breakfast at St Meddans
 Morning worship in Troon Old at 10.30am

MAY
14th-20th  Christian Aid Week
Monday 29th Kirk Session at 7.30pm

JUNE
Sunday 11th Sacrament of Holy Communion
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