
Finlay's favourite word is why.  We all know this stage 
of unending questions as their wee brains try to fill in 
the gaps.  You can almost hear the gears chugging as 
he draws forth meaning from all the stimulus around 
him.  It is too easy to offer him a short answer rather 
than pausing to imagine with him.  "Well, son, what do 
you think?"

Long ago rabbis started to wonder about the gaps 
between the Bible's stories.  They were curious about 
what happened to the characters in between biblical 
accounts.  Abraham's story starts with him being told 
to leave home, but we know little of his childhood.  

Rabbis began to imagine what might have happened.  They would ask what Abraham was 
like as a child.  They argued and imagined what might have been.  They wove stories in the 
gaps to help give meaning to what they didn't understand.  Over the centuries these stories 
and interpretations of scripture became a running dialogue on faith and scripture called 
Midrash.  Many of Judaism's great insight into God and faith flow from this imaginative 
conversation with scripture.

Among my favourites is the story of the name of God.  God's name was so holy, so mysterious, 
that one could only utter the Hebrew consonants of the divine name.  YOD HAY VAV HAY.  
You see these divine consonants every time you read the Old Testament and see "LORD."  
This the Bible's shorthand for God's unnameable name.  Over time mystics began to pray 
the consonants of God's name, Yod, Hay, Vav, Hay.  As they did they noticed that the sound 
of the prayer was like the sound of breath, breathing in and breathing out.  They imagined 
that God's very name might inhabit the sound of our breathing.  It is as if God is so close 
that the spirit dances between our words.  It is as if God's love so fills the world that the very 
space between these letters is filled with divine love.  So while this story is most certainly 
not "small t" true, it rings of sacred Truth none the less.  This is the kind of Truth we know 
in Jesus Christ.  "Nearer to us than breathing, closer than hands and feet" the Celtic prayer 
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goes.  This is a sacred imagination that can bring us to an acute awareness of God with us.  
This is a playful spirituality the fills the "spaces between" with the Truth of Christ's love.

Like Finlay, I find myself asking why.  It's a different kind of why to be sure.  It is all the unfilled 
spaces and unanswerable questions.  Perhaps "why" is often upon your lips too.  When the 
letters form and the knot in your stomach grows taut, may you look to the spaces between 
the words.  There, between the gaps of air and breath, between uttered uncertainties, may 
you find the God who is nearer to us than breathing, closer than hands and feet.  In the space 
between the certainties of your life may you feel the name of the breath giving God who 
loves us beyond all measure.  May you experience the love of God in "the space between".  

Peace and Grace,
Dave

Sleep In The Park

Many congratulations must go to elder Harry 
Russell, session clerk Andy Fell and minister 
Dave Prentice-Hyers who along with an 
estimated 8,000 others took part in the Sleep 
in the Park event in Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh in early December.  The night was 
literally freezing, minus 7 degrees, but our boys 
were well prepared. Each had a survival bag, 
thermal mattress, sleeping bag, one actually had 
two, and many layers of clothes.

The event was organised by the charity and 
social business, Social Bite, and was aimed at raising awareness and money in order to 
make homelessness and rough sleeping a thing of the past in Scotland.  They are setting 
themselves the target of eighteen months to bring 500 people off the streets and receiving 
necessary support in appropriate accommodation. You can find more information about the 
charity, the event and progress at their website, www.sleepinthepark.co.uk

Harry tells me that he very much enjoyed the concert which included Amy Macdonald, 
Liam Gallagher, Deacon Blue and John Cleese.  He headed for his bed at 1am and found 
that Andy and Dave were already out for the count which amazed him given the sinking 
temperature. He could not sleep and from 2am until 6am when the event ended spent the 
hours "meeting some pretty wonderful people and chatting to them throughout the night."  
He met a lay preacher from Rothesay, students from all over, and during the concert all three 
met the present Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Rev. 
Dr Derek Browning.  I am, however, reliably informed that Harry did catch up on some 
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Woman’s Guild Newsletter

Our 2017 meetings concluded on 5th December with an evening of music with our very own 
Peter Christie.  We had a very happy evening and it was so good to have a number of our 
congregation members join us.  A big thank you goes to Peter for such an enjoyable night.

At our first meeting of 2018 we had a very interesting illustrated talk about Ayrshire's 
forgotten railways given by Alastair Wham.

As I write we are looking forward to our next speaker, Margot Graham, who will be talking 
about the fascinating history of lace making.

This year on the 20th of February it will be our turn to host the annual Joint Guild Meeting 
when we extend a warm welcome to Guild members from all the Troon Guilds, and also 
Dundonald and Symington. Our guest speaker will be Uuganna Ramsay who now lives 
in Troon but was born and brought up in Mongolia.  Uuganna's autobiography is a very 
moving story of her life in Mongolia and of subsequent events.  We very much look forward 
to her talk, "A Journey from Love and Prejudice to Belonging".

On March 6th we have our annual Beetle Drive which is always a popular event with members 
and non-members.  Our closing dinner will be on April 10th, venue to be confirmed.

There are two more dates for your diary.  On Friday, 2nd of March, the annual World Day 
of Prayer service will be held in St Meddan's Church at 7.30pm, and on Saturday, 10th of 
March, we are holding our Spring Fair where donations of home baking will be very much 
appreciated.

We look forward to welcoming you at all these events and thank you for your continued 
support.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

sleep on the way home in the car.

By the day of the event over £3 million had already 
been raised.  Our amazing trio added £1,200 to the 
total so once again extremely well done.

Editor
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Once again this November I was fortunate enough to meet up with Carol, the wee girl our 
Sunday School and church support at Dr Graham's Homes in Kalimpong, West Bengal, 
India.  She is now in one of the kindergarten classes and has moved on to the small girls' 
Birissa Cottage which has recently been very well refurbished by former pupils of the Homes 
and which is run by a very caring cottage parent.

Carol has fairly come on since I 
last met her. She has grown taller, 
is doing well at school and is now 
much more outgoing. She chattered 
away to me and was keen to 
introduce me to her friends.  She 
was also delighted with the cards, 
drawings and gifts sent out for 
Christmas from our Sunday School.  
Her gifts to us were this very 
colourful drawing and the tiniest, 
cutest, pink balloon.

Many of you will remember Jessica, our first 
supported child at the Homes.  Jessica now is 
a young adult in her 
early twenties.  She is 
living back at home 
in Kolkata but has big 
plans and ambitions.  
She would like to 
rehome her parents 
who live in the tiniest 
of houses, no bigger 

than one of our rooms, sharing toilet and water tap with thirty-
five other families. At present she is working hard as a tutor and 
doing her very best to be accepted by one of the Indian airlines as 
a cabin crew member.

As the Vice Chair of the UK Committee of Dr Graham's Homes, 
on behalf of the children and the Committee thank you so much 
for your continued much needed and much appreciated support..

Finally, you too could meet both Jessica and Carol.  Just have look at our 3Ks advert.

Editor
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On behalf of Troon Community 
Council, I would like to say thank 
you for once again for allowing us 
to organise some of the afternoon 
events in your halls. Also to the 
volunteers from the Troon Old 
Church who assisted us on the day.
George

Having turned the chancel of Troon Old Sanctuary into an Edwardian drawing room, 
the stage was set for an evening of nostalgia. The professional group called Stanza took us 
through fine songs, comic songs, poetry and prose. Surpassing themselves, Aimee Toshney, 
Peter Alexander Wilson, Peter Thomson, Neil Metcalfe, and Crawford Logan gave us a fine 
concert that left us wanting more. Many people have said to me they wished they had joined 
us, with many enquiring if  the the group will make another visit. However the purpose 
of the night was to raise money for Mellow Parenting and in that we succeeded in raising 
almost £1,500. mellowparenting.org A big thank you for all the support from my friends in 
Troon Old, Ronnie Russell, Irene Brown (Words & Music) and of course my wife!
George Mulveny 

Wallace Galbraith with a group of young fiddlers
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Over the Festive Season we enjoyed our 
usual wonderful Christmas decorations in 
the sanctuary and the halls; we delivered 
many Christmas cards; we had fun at our 
Christmas Fair where Santa visited and was 
in good form; we loved our Sunday School 
Nativity play; we donated gifts to Troon's 
Secret Santa and to the young people of 
Church House, Bridgeton and, among 
other very meaningful services, we held 
another wonderful Candlelight Service on 
Christmas Eve with nearly a packed house, 
but not quite the optimistic turn-out of 7000 
which Dave mentioned in a form he was 
recently required to complete for Presbytery.

On the last Sunday of the year many of us 
attended the Troon annual joint worship 
service. Our member, Stewart McConnell, 
has very kindly provided us with this report:

The Festive Season In Troon Old
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The Festive Season In Troon Old

"The united church service for members of congregations across Troon was held on 
Hogmanay in Seagate Church.  With the festive celebrations still in full swing, people turned 
out in good numbers from churches throughout the area.  The main hall and balcony were 
full, with others having an opportunity to join in the service which was beamed out live via 
video link.

Leading proceedings was Seagate Church pastor, Richard Woods, while the Rev. Canon Tom 
Montgomery of St Ninian's Episcopal Church delivered the sermon in which he spoke about 
the first days of the life of Jesus.  Canon Montgomery also spoke about the Seagate pastor's 
involvement in building a new school and church in Haiti and revealed that primary schools 
throughout the community are getting behind the initiative.

Also attending the service was the Rev. Jamie Milliken of Troon Portland Parish Church.  
A host of hymns were sung including "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" and "How 
Great Thou Art", while the talented group of musicians from Seagate provided inspiring 
accompaniment."

Editor
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Church House. Bridgeton

As I write in early February, we look back to Christmas when as we have done for many 
years sent parcels and gift tokens to the children and teenagers of Church House, Bridgeton.  
We now look forward to Easter when we shall send Easter eggs.  All of these gifts are so 
much appreciated.  In the next edition of Top Talk we will look at the history of Church 
House, our long association with this amazing establishment, our present connections, and 
childhood memories of one of our present members, Mrs Jessie Roxburgh.  If you, your 
family members, friends or neighbours have memories of your time in Bridgeton, please 
contact me on 01292 313501 or at TOPTalk@troonold.org.uk

Fair Trade At Troon Old

Fairtrade Fortnight is from Monday 26th February to Sunday 11th of March this year. We 
hope this will encourage you to go out and buy more fairly traded products and give your 
support to farmers and producers around the world, so they can get a fairer price for their 
goods.

We are holding a Fairtrade Coffee Morning in the church hall on Saturday 17th March and 
the proceeds from it will be split between Fairtrade Foundation and Tradecraft Exchange. To 
find out more about these two organisations, go to www.fairtrade.org.uk and www.traidcraft.
org.uk. We do hope you will give your full support to this Coffee Morning.

As usual, we have a Traidcraft stall in the hall after the church service on the first Sunday of 
every month. We also have a stall every month at the Saturday Café  - check your Order of 
Service for dates. If you have never visited the stall, please come along and see what goodies 
we have to offer.

There are many more items in the Traidcraft Catalogue than we have on our stall, so please 
speak to me if you would like to have a look at the catalogue or if you would like to order 
any Traidcraft item.

Judy Irvine

Tel: 315162162

Final copy date for the next Top Talk is 13th May 
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Christian Aid

How time flies! It does not seem like a year since we organised the 2017 house-to-house 
collections for Christian Aid.  Please, can I ask you to consider volunteering to deliver and 
collect envelopes for this very worthy cause during May, 2018?

This year Christian Year Week will run from Sunday, 13th of May, until Saturday, 19th of 
May.

If you are able to help with the house-to-house collections this year, please contact me 
either after Sunday worship or by phoning me on 01292 318951.

Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes

On A Mission

One of our elders, and indeed one of our 
"weel kent faces," David  Bone, is on a mission 
to get our church clock back in working 
order.  Already he has our bell working and 
also one face of the clock which is now in 
good order.  Here he is at a Saturday coffee 
morning showing Mrs Caroline Mulveny the 
hand from the clock.  He did say that he was 
pushed for time but was and still is raising 
money to hire a cherry picker to help restore 
the rest of the clock.  As time is ticking, on 
behalf of Troon Old, Dave would appreciate 
any donations to help with this project.

Editor
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Musical Treats

There are two further outstanding musical treats coming up for you.

Firstly, on Sunday, 25th of February at 7.30pm in our sanctuary and in aid of Troon Friends of 
the Ayrshire Hospice, the superb Kilmarnock Aeolian Male Voice Choir will be performing 
their concert containing a wonderful selection of modern and classical music.  

Secondly, by very popular request, Troon Friends of Kalimpong are delighted to welcome 
back to our sanctuary our great friend, supporter and outstanding pianist, Gilmour MacLeod.  
Gilmour's recital will also be a wonderful selection on modern and classical music, entitled 
Beethoven and Butterflies, and takes place on Sunday, 15th of April at 2.30pm. 

Tickets for both concerts are priced £7 and are available from Duncan's the Butchers, Words 
and Music, the church office and at the door.

We very much look forward to welcoming you to both these events.

Editor

The 18th Annual Tour
KOLKATA - KATHMANDU

- KALIMPONG
DARJEELING and

ANIMAL SAFARI PARK
“A holiday but so much more - An unforgettable experience!”
Depart Friday 2nd Nov. Return Tuesday 20th Nov. Fly Emirates.
Devised and escorted throughout by John Webster who

spent 7 years in Kalimpong.

Enquire to and full details from
JOHN G. WEBSTER
Planetree, King’s Cross

Isle of Arran, KA27 8RG
Email: johngwebster@live.co.uk

Numbers Limited.  Bookings close
Thursday 15th March 2018.
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Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS

FEBRUARY
Sunday 25th         Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday 25th  Kilmarnock Aeolian Male Voice Choir Concert at 7.30pm
  in aid of the Ayrshire Hospice
Monday 26th   Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm

MARCH
Sunday 18th Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation at 11.45am  
Sunday 25th Palm Sunday Family Communion
Monday 26th- Holy Week Services each evening at 7.30pm
 in St Ninian’s Episcopal Church
Friday 30th Good Friday Morning Service at 11am in  St. Ninian’s

APRIL
Sunday 1st Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on Troon beach at 6.30am
 followed by breakfast in Portland Parish Church
Sunday 1st Easter Sunday worship at Troon Old 
Sunday 15th Beethoven and Butterflies piano recital 
 by Gilmour MacLeod at 2.30pm in aid of Dr Grahams Homes
MAY
13th-19th  Christian Aid Week
Monday 28th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

JUNE
Sunday 10th Sacrament of Holy Communion
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