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Summer Pulpit Exchange
This summer we will welcome the Rev. Dr Brian Wyatt into the 
pulpit while I serve Brian's church in Elizabethton, Tennessee. 
First Presbyterian Church of Elizabethton was founded in 
1782 by Samuel Houston (uncle of the famous Sam Houston 
of Texas).  This Historic Church sits in the mountains minutes 
from North Carolina and Virginia.  It also happens to be in 
my home town and is close to my parents. Pulpit exchanges, 
unlike a holiday, are unique opportunities for congregations to 
enjoy different preachers and for ministers to work in different 
ministry contexts with no cost to the host congregation.

Brian was best man at our wedding and is a long time family 
friend. He has previously served two charges in Tennessee 
and two in North Carolina. Brian has held numerous positions 
in service to the larger church including moderator of Holston Presbytery, and chairman 
of Holston Presbytery Camp Committee. He is an excellent teacher, preacher and pastor.  

He enjoys cooking, running, hilling walking and of 
course quality time with his wife, Sarah, their son 
Wallace, and golden retriever, Sam. 

Brian will fly over with Wallace in mid-June with 
Sarah joining them a little later.  While in the manse 
Brian will preach, lead assemblies, and do much of 
the other pastoral care work.  Rona Young and Eddie 
Simpson will also be on hand to assist with funerals 
and visits.  

We will fly to Tennessee in late-June after a week of 
introducing Brian around Troon. Like Brian, I will 
preach, teach and fulfil the job of the minister in his 
Church. Mel and the boys will enjoy some quality time 
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Parish Associate

with grandparents and friends. I will be back home in the pulpit of Troon Old in mid-July.  
I am grateful to our Kirk Session, Rona and Eddie for giving support to Brian while I am 
working in Tennessee.  I know you will enjoy Brian's warm southern demeanour and gentle 
sense of humour.  We hope you will give Brian and his family a very warm welcome to Troon 
Old.    

Peace and Grace,
Dave

As there are now too many members who are housebound for the Minister or myself to visit 
regularly, a new Pastoral Visiting Team is being formed.

Sheila Sweet and Moira Garven have been to enquire about visits and have begun to visit 
some of our members, taking with them a letter signed by the Minister. In no way is this 
to replace the District Elder’s visit, but there are people in the church who would value 
company for an afternoon and would appreciate additional visits.

Another elder, Linda Gordon, will be joining the team in the summer, after she retires from 
work.
 
I hope that if a member of the team calls on you, you will welcome them as a new friend. If 
it is not suitable for you, please say so, and that is fine too.

The Minister will continue to visit all those in hospital, those who are seriously ill, and all 
those who need a pastoral visit. I will continue to visit the care homes, retired elders and 
others on my list..

Rona M. Young

Our 2017/18 session concluded on the 10th April with our annual dinner in the Piersland 
House Hotel.  Before then, on the 20th February, we hosted the Joint Guilds meeting.  
Firstly we enjoyed a musical performance by our own organist, Andrew McConnell, and 
our choir master, David Moore.  This was followed by our speaker, Lesley Sehli, who gave 
us an excellent talk on her book, “He Said Die, I Say No” which is based on her true story as 
the first woman in history to hold the privileged position of working within a team of Saudi 
men.  She married into an elite, powerful family in Saudi Arabia who left her destitute and 
with a husband who wanted her dead.
On March 6th we held our Beetle Drive which is always a very popular evening.  
Congratulations to our winner, Mrs Elizabeth Sanderson.
Our 2018/19 session resumes on October 9th with our dedication service conducted by 
our minister, the Rev. David Prentice-Hyers.  We look forward to seeing all of our members 
and hopefully welcoming some new ladies on the evening.  Finally, you will be made most 
welcome at our coffee morning on September 1st.                    
Margaret Parkinson, Secretary
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Foodbank

Matthew 25:35
For I was hungry, and you gave me food,

I was thirsty, and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me……

South Ayrshire Foodbank was started when New Life Church partnered with Trussell Trust 
after becoming aware that there were families and individuals in South Ayrshire who were 
going to bed hungry. Its aim was to provide three days emergency food for people in crisis. 
The store cupboard was a small room at the back of the balcony in the church which was 
open three afternoons a week. It soon became obvious that people could not always access 
the Foodbank due to the distance they had to travel to get there. Within a few months a 
second hub was opened in Ayr town centre and was quickly followed by others in Maybole, 
Girvan, Lochside and Troon.
The food donations soon outgrew the store cupboard and in 2013 warehouse premises 
were acquired. At this time the Trustees also agreed to register as an independent charity 
(SC1044413).
When the Foodbank began it was thought that it would be a temporary measure and that 
the need for foodbanks would diminish over the following two-three years. Today we are 
more necessary than ever.
It is now almost five years since the Troon hub of South Ayrshire Foodbank opened. In that 
time, we have been able to serve 917 adults and 436 children with a three-day emergency 
food box. Since the beginning of this charity in 2012 we have fed 23,109 adults and 6,585 
children from all over South Ayrshire.
As Foodbanks become more common it would appear that they are receiving less support 
from the general public.  Unfortunately, this makes our aims a bit harder to achieve. In 
the last three months alone, we have handed out 4166kgs more than we have gathered in 
donations. We then use any cash donations to buy foods that we are short of to complete 
the boxes. Please consider supporting us in our work by donating food which can be left 
in Room 1 anytime, donating money by texting SAFB15 £3 to 70070 or www.justgiving.
com/Southafb
Joy Allan

Eurovision Article
Lisbon calling…..on 13th May 2017,  in their 49th attempt, Portugal broke the longest 
winless run in Eurovision History  with Salvador Sobral’s simply staged (flashing lights and 
sequins conspicuous by their absence) and beautifully haunting  performance of “Amar 
Pelos Dios.” Fast forward to Saturday 12th May 2018, and it was Lisbon’s turn to host the  
Grand Final of the song contest , bringing the countries of Europe (and Israel and Australia 
of course) together for one night of community, co-operation  and fun like no other. 
The annual Troon Old Eurovision Draw took place at the Church coffee morning on the 
day of the contest. £1.50 (all proceeds to Church funds) bought the participant a chance 
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to randomly draw the winning country from the gold bag of 26 
Eurovision finalists. They could then find the corresponding fairy 
cake or brownie topped with their country’s flag. The participant 
with the winning country would take home a Eurovision hamper 
with a selection of European (and Australian) goodies. 
On the night, Eleni Foureira looked like she might take the contest 
to Cyprus for the first time with the catchy “Fuego” up until the last 
minute, but Netta Barzilai ultimately took the trophy home to Israel with 529 points for the 
quirky anthem “Toy.” Amanda Pirie was the lucky winner of the hamper. Claudia Pascoal, 
unfortunately failing to repeat Portugal’s 2017 success with the 50-50 jury and televote, only 
managed 39 points with the ethereal “O Jardim.” All was not lost for Gordon Thomson, 
however. He had drawn Portugal, which entitled him to a consolation prize of the official 
2018 Eurovision Lisbon mug and a bottle of Belgian beer. Thank you to all the participants 
of the Eurovision draw, see you next year….in Israel.
Katy Godden

Troon Old Golf Tourney
Attention all golfers!
Put a note in your diary that this year’s Troon Old Golf Tourney will take place on Thursday 
21st June.  Get your entry form from the Church Office, Robert Carson, Andy Hamilton or 
Peter Holmes, to be returned no later than Sunday 17th June.  
You can form your own team of 3 or 4 for the Texas Scramble, or you can enter as an 
individual and let the organisers do the team selection.  Following the competition, there 
will be a purvey and prize giving in the Church Hall.  To complement this fellowship event, 
there will be a separate stroke play competition for the prestigious Troon Old golf trophies, 
see below.

Troon Old 2018 Stroke Play Competiton

If the Troon Old Golf Tourney doesn’t fully satisfy your competitive urge, as in recent years 
there will be a separate Stroke Play Competition.  The Troon Old golf trophies will be pre-
sented to the Troon Old member (male/female/boy/girl/senior) submitting the best signed 
and witnessed card from a recognised golf course played during the months of May through 
August.  Please submit your score cards to Robert Carson by Sunday 2nd September.

Beethoven and Butterflies

On a rather blustery day we gathered in the sanctuary to listen to the “Beethoven and 
Butterflies” recital given by our good friend and professional pianist, Gilmour MacLeod.  
Entertaining us with his gifted playing, using music for only one item, and his knowledge 
of the background of the pieces he had picked, left us wanting more.  Thereafter there was a 
treat in store for us in the hall where afternoon tea was served.
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The concert raised £625.50 for 
Dr Graham’s Homes and our 
thanks go to Gilmour and all 
who assisted on the day.  We 
were fortunate to be joined by 
various members of the D.G.H. 
U.K. Committee including Jim 
Gibson and his wife Maida, our 
D.G.H. Treasurer, Jim Simpson 
and his wife Pat, our D.G.H. 
Sponsorship Secretary, and 
the Rev. John Webster and his 
wife, Jennifer, who served for 
nine years in Kalimpong before 
coming to Troon Old.  John was telling us that Dr Graham served as a Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the  Church of Scotland in 1931, the first and only missionary to hold 
the post.  Troon Old is proud of our connection with the Homes and at present sponsors 
Carol Moment whose picture is on our hall’s notice board.  For many years we sponsored 
Jessica who, as you read this, is training in New Delhi to become a member of cabin crew 
with Indigo Airlines.

Thank you for your continued support for this very worthwhile cause.

Aileen and George

(l to r) Mrs Pat Simpson, Rev John Webster, Gilmour MacLeod and his daughter Hannah, me, 
Jim Gibson, U.K. Committee Treasurer, Mrs Lesley-Anne MacLeod, Jim Simpson, retiring U.K. 
Sponsorship Secretary.

The Ceilidh

We had a great night with friends in February at the Ceilidh 
in Troon Old.  Enjoying the relaxed atmosphere in the 
Main Hall, we were entertained by an excellent group of 
musicians called “Musical Friends”.  These ‘oldies’ weren’t 
the only talent on the floor, as we had really wonderful 
entertainment from the wee Graham triplets: Morna with 
her country dancing, Eilidh and Aeva with their Scottish 
poetry recitations, and also Roddy Fell on his bagpipes.  
Oh, and did I mention our friends who travelled down 
from Largs won the hamper?  It was a most enjoyable 
evening and our thanks go to all who helped to organise 
it.  Maybe we’ll see you there next time. Well worth the 
late pass!

George Mulveny
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Fairtrade

Fairtrade is a worldwide movement, seeking to help small growers and producers of food and 
items for the home around the world.  It pays a price for goods that help the farmer grow and 
invest in his or her farm or small industry.  Many community groups and churches support 
this movement because they believe that the way to create a fairer world is to actually help 
those (particularly in the Third World) bring their goods to the market.  This way we support 
investment in local communities, growth for families and villages and the opportunity to 
rise from dependency to making a fair and equal contribution.

We have a Fairtrade stall on the first Sunday of every month, also once a month at the 
Church Cafe.   If you would like to get involved,  please speak to me as I would be glad of any 
volunteers who want to help this very worthwhile cause.

To retain our Fairtrade status, we have to confirm that all our organisations and events use 
fairly traded goods (especially coffee, tea and sugar), so if you are arranging a coffee morning 
or other event, please make sure you do use Fairtrade items at it.

Judy Irvine

New Lawnmower

The  Gardening Team would like to thank everyone who contributed to their coffee 
morning which helped them to buy this new, highly efficient 
lawnmower.

Meanwhile, I’m sure that many of our 
congregation would like to congratulate the 
team on the recent  stunning display of spring 

flowers, particularly 
the miniature daffodils.  
As one lady said as she 
made her way into the 
Saturday Café, “It’s just 
like walking up the 
path to heaven.”

Editor
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New Personel

For a variety of reasons two of our elders are retiring from their office bearer roles.  Mr 
David Gordon has been our treasurer for the last three years, a very exacting and time 
consuming job which he has carried out most diligently and efficiently.  Mr John Caldwell, 
our halls convener, has also been in the post for 
the last three years.  He has been a most valuable, 
hands on member of the team, sorting out various 
problems and queries from hall lets to contracts.  
We extend to both David and John our sincere 
thanks and our warm appreciation of all their 
work for Troon Old.

Our new treasurer is Mrs Lynn Ferguson who will 
be responsible for overseeing our accounts.  She 
will be ably assisted by Mrs Catriona O'Dywer 
who will deal with every day book-keeping tasks.  

Both are very busy 
ladies, members of our Session, and tied up with work and family 
commitments.  They both also work hard on our Fund Raising 
Committee.

Our new halls convener is Mr Barrie Simpson who has recently 
retired from his globe trotting job with Volvo.  He believes 
in paperless and has already made our web master, Mr Brian 
Duncan, very happy with his mastery of our on line calendar.  
Barrie has a daily walk round Troon and on Tuesdays can be 
found in the church grounds as an enthusiastic member of our 
Gardening Team.

We also have a new member of staff, Miss Adele De Solla, who 
has joined our Church Presentation Team two mornings a week 

assisting our faithful, hard working, Mrs Nan Murray.  Unfortunately, for this edition of Top 
Talk, Adele and our photographer failed to meet up.

We are so grateful to Lynn, Catriona, Barrie and Adele for taking on these roles for us and 
wish them every blessing.

Editor

Final copy date for the next Top Talk is Sunday 30th September
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London Marathon

My London Marathon for Asthma UK by Lewis Wilson

This year’s London marathon on 22nd April has been reported as the 
hottest ever with the temperature hitting 
24oC and the real feel of nearer 30oC with 
the reflection from the tarmac. This was 
not news to me as the race turned out to 
be the toughest experience of my life to 
date. Despite regularly running 22 miles in 
training the heat was unbearable and I had 
to drag myself to the finish line in 3 hours 
and 44 minutes. 
Nevertheless I managed to raise both a 
smile at the end and over £2,000 for Asthma 
UK. Nearly £1000 of this was raised at the 
Quiz and Curry night in the church hall in 
March. Over 70 people came to the event.  It was a great night and I’d 
like to say a huge thank you to everyone who came, to my mum and 
dad for organising the event, and special thanks to everyone in Troon 
Old for allowing us to use the hall and the equipment.
I was also moved by all the very generous donations from so many 
church members which contributed to my fundraising and gave me 

the chance to have this fantastic experience.  Many thanks to all of you.
Next up is New York in November!

Bridgeton - The Early Days

We in Troon Old have been supporting the youngsters of Church House in Bridgeton at 
Christmas and Easter for many years now.  This practice goes back,we think, well over thirty 
years to the 1980s and the ministry of the Rev. John Webster, who worked at Bridgeton 
before moving to Kalimpong.

Church House itself dates to 1942.  In the previous year London Road East Church closed 
and those of its congregation who had not moved from the East End to the suburbs joined 
the neighbouring parish of St. Francis-in-the-East where the young minister, the Rev. 
Arthur Gray, and the Kirk Session were exploring new ways of meeting the needs of the 
area and in particular its many young people for whom there were no facilities.  The empty 
London Road East Church provided an opportunity and the Home Board of the Church of 
Scotland agreed to provide financial support to convert the empty church into a youth club 
and to pay the salaries for two full time leaders.
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Towards the end of August, 1942 Arthur Gray  and two club leaders met with eleven invited 
boys from the parish in the hall of London Road East Church.  After a talk over plans they 
went into the church itself.  Amid the debris of upturned pews, with a carpenter's bench for 
a table and two candles for light they read the story of Nehemiah's tour of the ruined city 
of Jerusalem, God's challenge, and the response of the people to rise up and build. They 
concluded with a prayer, the Lord's prayer and the Blessing.  The new club was underway.

The eleven boys soon brought more boys and renovation work was completed in the weeks 
ahead.  At first the club was for boys only but with the help of volunteers a girls' section was 
formed.  Sections were also formed for the various age groups and the number of activities 
grew including country dancing, crafts, table tennis, netball, woodwork, reading groups, 
debates, badminton and football training.  Within five years the numbers attending had 
grown to almost five hundred.

Among those five hundred was one of our members, Mrs Jessie Roxburgh, who shares her 
memories with us.

"As a young girl growing up in the 1940s, I joined the Brownies at St Francis-in-the-East 
Church, Bridgeton.  During this time I 
was also a member of Church House 
Youth Club based in Boden Street, 
Bridgeton.

My three sisters and I enjoyed many 
happy hours in various activities and 
also looked forward to supper time 
which consisted of a welcome cup of tea 
and toast! 

We would finish our evening about 7 
o'clock after a short service in the 'wee 
church' within Church House.  I still 
have fond memories of my time spent there.  It encouraged young people to grow and 
develop within the Christian faith.

It was a lovely surprise for me to find that the church I chose to join in 2005 when I moved to 
Troon also supported Church House by donating Easter and Christmas gifts for the children 
in Bridgeton."

Jessie has also provided us with this photograph dating from 1948.  She is the wee girl in the 
middle.

Editor 
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Fundraising Report

During the last couple of months many have enjoyed the various fundraising events that 
have taken place around the church.  On behalf of the committee I would like to thank 
all those who support us in these events and hope for your continued support with future 
events.

Fundraising activities that took place recently were as follows:
• The annual Ceilidh became a Scottish Night this year – we were introduced to      
 a new band “Musical Friends” and we welcomed a number of talented young and  
               not so young people who provided a wonderful evening of entertainment
              “Scottish Style” and we managed to raise £388. 
• Sale of Crème Egg Easter Chicks – knitted by the fundraising ladies raised £165.
• 17th March – Musical Afternoon Tea with “Take Note” raised £258. 

Future Events

• On Saturday 30th June, we will hold our Summer Fayre.  Various stall holders will     
 join  our usual coffee morning and home baking stall.  Tickets on sale now £2.
• We will host our annual Ladies Fashion night in September. Details to come.
• There are still “Troon Old Parish Church” pens for sale at £2 each, available in   
 five colours.   You can get them from the church office, Saturday cafes or following  
 Sunday worship.

IF YOU DON’T LIKE CHANGE

  
WE’LL TAKE IT

If  loose change in your purse/pocket is weighing you down, the Fundraising Committee 
will gladly take it off your hands.

Look out for the collection jars placed around the Church and Church Halls. 

Lynn Ferguson



11

T R O O N  O L D
PA R I S H  C H U R C H

SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 2018
10a.m. - 1p.m.

Scottish Charity Number SC007246    £2.00/Children Free

Café  Home Baking  Stalls  Tombola

A Big Day Out

Friends, as I write, I am looking forward to 'a big day out.'  This big day out takes place 
on the 2nd of June when, if I'm spared as my Granny used to say, I am going to the Blair 
Drummond Safari Park on what I would call the Sunday School trip but which nowadays 
is known as the Sunday School and Congregational Outing.  I wont tell you how long ago it 
is since my last Sunday School trip but I can just remember that the sun always shone, we 
had lots of fun playing games and taking part in races, the sack race comes to mind, and the 
purvey was good.

I shall report back in the next edition of Top Talk but what I'd really, really like is for you to 
send me your memories of Sunday School trips.  You don't need to email me, you can just 
tell me or give me a hand written note.

Aileen
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Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS

JUNE
Sunday 3rd  Sunday School Prize Giving Service  
Sunday 10th   Sacrament of Holy Communion followed by the A.G.M.
Thursday 21st  Troon Old Golf Tourney

JULY
Sunday 15th Family Communion 

AUGUST
Monday 13th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm.
Sunday 26th Informal Communion after the service 

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1st Guild Coffee Morning
Sunday 2nd Sunday School session begins
Monday 3rd Kirk Session meeting and Elders’ Communion at 7pm.
Sunday 30th Harvest Thanksgiving

OCTOBER
Sunday 7th Boys’ Brigade Enrolment Service
Tuesday 9th Woman’s Guild Dedication Service
Sunday 28th Sacrament of Holy Communion
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