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What I did last summer

On our last day in the USA Finlay and I 
ended up standing on top of the Empire 
State Building, a first for us both.  Our 
plane to Glasgow was twice delayed.  Finlay 

and I were stuck 
for two nights in 
New Jersey.  We 
hopped on a train 
to go “see” the 
city.  Seeing the 
city with a four year old means we saw the Empire 
State Building and Central Park Zoo followed by 
a very long nap home on the train.  Finlay was a 
real trooper, way 
more relaxed than his 

father, but he wasn’t impressed.  The buildings 
were tall but at three feet everything is tall.  The 
train was fun but not as fast or clean as ScotRail.  
The zoo was impressive but Edinburgh has 
a penguin parade - so much for the “bright 
lights big city”.  The highlight of Finlay’s day 
was climbing in the park after eating ice cream, 
something we do regularly  at Culzean Castle, 
yet each and every chaotic hour was well worth 
seeing his hour of pure joy in the park, running 
free.



The pulpit swap was a great success.  First Presbyterian Church enjoyed the 
sermon series on Celtic Christianity and modern faith.  Brian and his family 
adored their time here in Troon.  We are grateful for the hospitality and great 
send off you gave them.  Thank you for being the wonderful congregation 
that you are.   Like the afternoon in the park, the highlights of our trip centred 
on the joy of people rather than events or places.  My parents got to see their 
grandkids each afternoon for a dip in the community pool.  We celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary with a quiet meal and joyful prayers of 
thanksgiving.  We filled our days with simple yet profound moments.
We cannot understand the power and importance of relationships.  Jesus 
didn’t.  The core of the Gospel proclaims the importance of our relationships: 
our relationship with God, with each other, even with our best selves.  Tending 
to those relationships doesn’t need bright lights or a big city.  Grand gestures 
and dazzling gifts are not required.
Time, attentiveness, kindness and grace, these are the gifts that work best.  
Thank you for the gift of time with friends and family in the States.  Such 
understanding from you is why we feel so at home here among our Scottish 
family and friends.

Peace and Grace,
Dave

Visiting Minister

This summer Troon Old was delighted to have a visiting preacher and his family 
for a month. Brian Wyatt, his wife Sarah and son Wallace travelled all the way from 
the USA. The congregation enjoyed their company, their friendship and also Brian’s 
interesting and thought provoking sermons.
The family enjoyed the best summer weather we have had in many years and all too 
soon the visit came to an end. To say thank you and goodbye we organised a short 
farewell social after church on the 15th of July. As well as the good fare provided by 
the catering committee we had some Scottish entertainment to send them on their 
way. Pipe Major Christopher Bone played a few toe-tapping tunes and the church 
choir sang some Scottish songs.
To help the family remember their stay a few small personal gifts were presented. 
Brian was also presented with a very attractive silver cross plaque made by our own 
talented Judith Wilson to take back to his home church.
The choir then closed the proceedings by singing one of Brian’s favourite blessings 
– The Irish Blessing.

Joy
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Our 2018/19 session resumed on the 25th of September with a very meaningful 
Dedication Service conducted by the Rev. David Prentice-Hyers.  It was good to 
welcome an excellent number of our faithful members on such a windy night, and 
also welcome new ladies.

For our Gaiety Theatre outing this autumn we are going to see "Betty Blue Eyes" on 
Tuesday, 6th of November.  Prior to the show we will meet for a meal in the Gaiety 
restaurant.

At our 4th of December meeting we will be entertained by the Ayrshire Ukulele 
Clan.  We would like to extend a warm welcome to members of the congregation 
who would like to join us to what I am sure will be a very enjoyable evening.  Nibbles 
and soft drinks will be served followed by tea/coffee and home baking.

Guild Newsletter

Our Christmas Fair coffee morning will be on Saturday, November 17th.  There 
will be a number of stalls including Christmas cards, jewellery (Lomond Jewellery), 
tombola and, of course, no coffee morning would be complete without our home 
baking stall.  Donations of baking would be most welcome.

We start 2019 on Tuesday 8th of January with a visit from Denise McClung from the 
Sensory Impaired Support Group charity who give practical coping strategies for 
older people coping with macular degeneration (sight loss) and hearing loss.

On February 5th we welcome Mrs R. Hughes who will tell us of "My Life in Story 
and Song".

We look forward to welcoming you at these events.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary
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You may have noticed recently that the church premises have been closed with 
fencing erected, preventing access to the buildings. This was to enable the removal 
of asbestos within both of our boiler rooms (one for the church and one for the 
halls).  With our buildings and their age, asbestos in the boiler rooms is no surprise.  
The prime driver for this work was the replacement of the heating pump within the 
hall's boiler room in which some of the piping had been clad with asbestos material 
for insulation.  Unfortunately this was disturbed during an inspection and the need 
to replace the pump could not be completed until the asbestos was removed or 
encapsulated.

Important here is that there was no risk regarding the disturbed asbestos to anyone 
using our facilities.  Owing to its location in the hall's boiler room and legal 
requirements, however, we had to have it addressed before a heating engineer could 
address the heating pump.

It has been a hard two years heating our halls as finding a contractor to act upon 
the asbestos has been difficult. Thankfully we have found a contractor to remove the 
asbestos and at the time of writing he and his team are in full progress.  The closure 
of the building, the erection of fencing and specific paths being defined are all part 
of the safety plans and method of work required by law for the asbestos removal.

Heating engineers have been identified to replace the pump and we can look forward 
to a warmer winter in our halls for all involved.  We have also taken this opportunity 
to remove asbestos identified within the church boiler room at the same time as a 
preventative measure for the future.

Can I pass on a very big thank you, for your understanding during these activities. We 
fully appreciate that this brings inconvenience so thank you for your understanding.  
Our aim is to provide suitable facilities and this work enables us to meet our aim.

Last but not least, a thank you to all who have been involved in getting Troon Old 
to this place where now the asbestos is being removed.  This journey commenced 
some two years ago and thankfully is coming to a conclusion.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk

Church Building Activities
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Christopher was also presented with a Paul Harris Fellow Award by the Rotary Club of 
Troon, acknowledging his dedication of work with the youth of Ayrshire - a worthy recipient!

Many of you will have noticed the trophy cabinet in the front vestibule of Troon Old which 
was constructed out of old church pews and put together by David Bone.  This year the 
cabinet is not big enough to hold all the band's trophies.  Make sure you take a look.
The boys are busy preparing for a winter of practice ready for the next season.  This year 
we hope to replace pieces of the uniform, sporrans and waistcoats.  We will be fund raising 
throughout the year and our annual coffee morning will be held in Troon Old on Saturday 
23rd of February.

PM Christopher Bone and the band would like to thank the minister and members of Troon 
Old for their continued support throughout the year.  We couldn't do it without you! 

Fiona Brodlie

1st Troon BB Pipe Band

1st Troon Boys’ Brigade Pipe Band has had another 
successful season of competition with a number of 
notable achievements.

Once again the band was invited to lead the 
Remembrance Parade and Wintertainment.  The 
boys then spent a busy winter preparing for the 
competition season, and in February were invited 
to perform on the stage at the Gaiety Theatre in Ayr.

March saw the retirement of our instructor and 
mentor, David Clark.  David has been a stalwart 
of the band for over thirty years and will be greatly 
missed.  The band, however, has welcomed piper   
and instructor, Mr Jim Jamieson, to the fold and we 

Chris receives his award from Troon Rotary President,
Margaret Weir.

look forward to a long and successful relationship with him.

The competition season started in May and took the band to Paisley, Gourock, Girvan, 
Ardrossan, Belfast, Dumbarton and finally to the World Championships in Glasgow.  Notably 
the band was placed 1st in the UK Championships, 2nd in the Scottish Championships and 
4th in the Worlds - not bad for a wee band from Troon.

Pipe Major Christopher Bone has had an exceptional year.  Taking 1st place in the UK 
Championships means he now has the band's name on EVERY major championship trophy 
in their class.
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This year the Gardening Team plus 
chums voyaged across the sea to Holy 
Isle for our annual day out.  An early 
start saw us over to Arran and a short 
bus trip took us to Lamlash.  The small, 
very small, ferry took us across to Holy 
Isle where we were met by the Abbot 
who gave us a welcoming talk and a 
brief resumé of the aims and history 
of the Buddhist presence on the island.  
We then split into two groups.  The 
younger and fitter climbed up and 

over while the remaining few walked 
round the coastal path.  We stopped 
for sandwiches at the lighthouse 
before making our way back, this time 
altogether on the coastal path.  The 
small snack bar provided welcome 
shelter from a rapidly closing in squall 
and a blowy return to Lamlash where 
a damp and bedraggled party made 
their way back to Brodick and the ferry.  
The weather cut short our visit but a 
thoroughly enjoyable day was had by 
all..  

Many thanks to Harry Russell who organised the trip and we look forward to next 
year's sojourn to wherever it may be.

If you would like to join the Gardening Team or have a spare hour on Tuesday 
mornings, please speak to Robin Doak.  All ages and abilities are welcome.

Peter Holmes

The Gardeners’ Day Out

Final copy date for the next Top Talk is Sunday 27th January 2019
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Christian Aid

A number of activities were held in Troon during Christian Aid week which this year 
ran from the 13th to the 19th of May.  These activities involved the congregations 
of St Ninian's, Troon Old, Portland and St Meddan's working together. This is an 
annual event and clearly demonstrates the ongoing fellowship of Troon Churches 
Together in action.

On the return form which is sent to the Glasgow office along with the cheque, there 
are some statistics which are gathered by Christian Aid to allow them to gain a clear 
picture of how the money is raised.  

Altogether there were seventy-one collectors actively taking the message of the work 
of the charity from house-to-house as they filled their envelopes.  1,604 envelopes 
were returned, opened, and the donations counted and recorded on the required 
paperwork where the names of volunteers, the number of envelopes returned and 
the total raised by each individual was noted before noting the grand total.  Gift Aid 
slips were also checked and forwarded to Glasgow as were foreign coins!

These seventy-one collectors could not come close to reaching out to every home 
in our ever expanding town and so envelopes were offered at church services.  This 
open plate helped to boost the total and gave the opportunity for church members 
to donate.  Personal donations were added in and greatly contributed to our total.

The three days when we provided soup lunches offered further opportunities to 
work alongside friends from other congregations while taking responsibility for 
one of the three days.  The quiz sheets raised a few additional pounds.  Donations 
of home made soup and baking, offers of time and talent along with donations of 
money all contributed to the overall resulting sense of a job well done and the grand 
total of £8,279.32.

Thank you so much for your ongoing support and generosity.

Our next joint fund raiser will be a Bridge Afternoon in St Ninian's Church on 
Friday, 19th October, 2018 from 1.45pm until 4.30pm.  The cost is £6 per person 
and afternoon tea will be served from 3.15pm.  Volunteers are required from all 
churches from 12 noon till 5pm.  If you are able to help, please contact me.

Our final fund raiser for 2018 will be the bag pack at Morrison's on Saturday, 29th 
of December from 10am till 4pm.  Again, if you are able to spare an hour to collect 
at one of the checkouts on that day, please contact me.

Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes.
318951
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Sunday School Trips Past and Present

In the last edition of Top Talk I asked for your memories of Sunday School 
trips.  Thank you to Miss Jessie Dickie who writes "as a child (many years 
ago) I remember walking up the station hill to join the other Sunday School 
trippers on the crowded platform where our specially hired train was due to 
arrive.  When it came in we all cheered and climbed aboard, streamers at the 
ready.

When we arrived at our destination, my Dad (who was Pipe Major of Troon 
Pipe Band for many years and also helped to teach BB pipers in both his 
youth and retirement) would get off the train, tune his pipes and we would all 
set off behind him to the 
picnic field.  Shortly after 
our arrival we would 
be given our 'goody 
bags' while the grown 
ups would receive the 
traditional pies.  Later 
there would be the races, 
wheelbarrow, sack, three 
legged etc.  In the late 
afternoon we would 
make our way back to 
the train, tired, happy 
and not so excited.

The trip was always 
held on a Wednesday in 
those days but later it changed to a Saturday and we travelled in a fleet of 
buses, usually six or seven.  By this time I was back in the Beginners' Sunday 
School as a teacher and pianist.  I enjoyed these outings with the children 
and my colleagues very much but I shall never forget the excitement of our 
special train and the march to the picnic field - simple pleasures but happy 
memories".

Thank you also to Mrs Caroline Mulveny who writes "Barlanark was one of 
Glasgow's first overspill areas where as well as attending services on Sundays 
all social activities went on in the church hall, dances, concerts and clubs.  My 
earliest recollection of a Sunday School trip is of the church commissioning a 
train from Garrowhill Halt to take us to Helensburgh.
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Finally, Neil Bruce reports on this year's big day out. Neil writes "Blair 
Drummond Safari Park was the venue for 
our Sunday School and Congregational 
Outing this summer.  A group of thirty-five 
set off on the coach on a sunny Saturday, 
2nd of June, with all ages represented.  Our 
tour began with the coach taking the safari 
route through the park with lions, rhinos, 
monkeys, amongst others, freely roaming 
and on display.  After this we parked up and 
had the full day to explore the park at our 
leisure.

A visit to the sea lion display was a particular highlight with great acrobatics 
and comic timing.  A trip to chimpanzee island was a must and many of us 
had a shot at the pedal boats and the zip wire across the pond - great fun.  A 
stroll through the park meant we could take time to see giraffes, meerkats 
and a closer look at our favourite animals.  Alongside our packed lunches we 
took full use of the cafes for refreshments, and the play park was a must for 
the wee folk.  Of course, no trip is complete without the emotional angst of 
a visit to the gift shop where young children suddenly crave stuff they don't 
need with money their parents don't have, but all in all we had a great day out 
at a very good attraction.  A big thanks to all who came along".

Thank you, Neil, for all your organisation of what was indeed a very happy, 
great day out.  Editor

Next was a fleet of double decker buses which 
we festooned with streamers and balloons 
and sang lustily such gems as 'Ye canny 
throw your granny aff the bus' and ' The top 
of the bus canny sing'.  All this while packed 
in three to a seat, no seat belts in those days!  
We visited Alloa, Stonehouse, Strathaven 
and the David Livingstone Centre, Blantyre.  

After a memorable year when a bus broke 
down resulting in a very long day, the 
Sunday School Superintendent found that the Electric Bakery did a very good 
purvey so we did the rounds of Ayrshire visiting Troon one year, Prestwick 
the next and Ayr the following year.  The purvey usually contained a hot pie 
or sausage roll, sandwich and cake with tea served from the urn.  We had to 
bring our own cups, right enough, single use plastic was still a long way off "!
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Roddy Fell BB Camp

This year for the BB camp we went to Wales which is the second time for me.  As 
usual we had a long bus journey down to the camp site which was in Prestatyn.  We 
were using seven white canvas tents for around thirty boys and special tents just for 
the eight officers as well as a large marquee for eating and playing games.

We did many different activities from going to the cinema to see "Ant-Man and the 
Wasp", then to bowling and tobogganing which was especially fun as I had never 
done it before.  You sit in a little cart with a brake in front of you that you pull to slow 
yourself down while you're sliding down a long metal tube and going round corners 
at high speeds from the top of a hill to the bottom.  All these activities were made 
even better by the glorious weather we had.  It only rained about twice for about an 
hour.  

The funniest moment for me had to be when Mr Currie tipped the chair I was sitting 
in while waiting for the shower and I just lay there on the ground because I was only 
half awake. 

The food at camp is always good and my favourite meal of the week was probably 
the chicken which every year without fail is wonderful.  In the end I had an amazing 
time in Wales and I think everyone else who went did also.

Roddy Fell

A big thank you to everyone who in any way supported our Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 29th September.  A grand total of £510.48 was raised for Doctor 
Graham’s Homes.

Aileen Fraser

Kalimpong Coffee Morning
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Messy Church

Plans are underway for the new session of 
Messy Church.  We are very grateful for 
our strong team of helpers committed to 
this Troon Churches Together initiative.

Last session we had five meetings of 
Messy Church between October 2017 and 
March 2018, with an average attendance 
of at least 32 children; our highest total 
was 43 attending in March.  Normally 
about 21 adults attend, not counting the 
Messy Church and catering teams.  Lots 
of pictures can be found on Facebook at 
Messy Church Troon.  (If they do not look 
familiar, the Cornwall town of Troon also 
has a Messy Church.)

Dates and venues will be published as soon 
as possible.  If anyone is interested in helping 
please email troonmessychurch@gmail.com 
or contact any of the Messy Church Team.

There is a host of ways to help.  We have 
catering teams, a craft team, a registration 
team and a games corner which can always 
use extra people.  On the actual events, which 
are on Sundays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. we need 
people just to come along and help to welcome 
and talk to parents and children, during the 

three parts of each Messy Church, the craft and games section, the worship and the 
meal at the close.

Sandra McCallum
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Troon’s Wintertainment 2018

I can hear everyone saying surely its not that time of year again! Well, in good 
festive spirit, OH YES IT IS! Once again a big thank you to Troon Old for allowing 
us to display the talents of 
our young folk along with 
some slightly more mature 
entertainers who take part 
in a wonderful afternoon of 
events in the Main Hall. Mrs 
Claus is in Room One and we 
trust you can find someone to 
take along to hear her fantastic 
stories. A special bonus will be 
the appearance of the the three 
Graham girls in their role 
as Gala Queen - Eildh, Gala 
Princesses - Aeva and Morna. 
So on behalf of the Troon 
Community Council we 
hope you will support Troon’s 
Wintertainment throughout 
the town. Last year we had the 
entrance via the Clock Tower 
and exit along the corridor. 
This seemed to work well and 
we will use this one way system 
again. We do appreciate the 
many, “volunteers” from 
Troon Old who assist us in 
looking after the audiences.
Thank you once again.
George Mulveny, 
Troon’s Wintertainment, 
organised by Troon Community Council

Picture taken by A. Mulhearn
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The future of Traidcraft

Traidcraft started life in Newcastle in 1979 as a “Christian response to poverty”, 
importing handcrafts and food items from poorer parts of the world.  Its signature 
role was, and is, to offer small producers and craftspeople across the globe a fair 
price and improved living and working conditions.  Crucially, the price always 
includes a small premium over and above the going rate, which has enabled these 
communities to provide improved healthcare facilities, schools, water, production 
and marketing.

The Company’s core activity has always been based largely on the work of volunteers, 
who are engaged in running stalls in local churches and other outlets on a regular 
basis and also on sales from its bi-annual catalogue.  These comprise @ 50% of total 
sales, with the remainder coming from shop sales and charity outlets.  Unfortunately, 
trading losses have accumulated in the last few years, to the point that the future 
of the Company is in doubt, with the likelihood of redundancy for the existing 
employees at their HQ in Gateshead.

The situation was highlighted at the Scottish Roadshow held last Thursday in St. 
Meddan’s Church.  Those who attended will have seen the wide range of goods on 
offer and heard the current position outlined by senior staff, who despite their real 
concerns, are hopeful that a way forward can be found which would enable the 
Company to keep faith with the thousands of small producers and craftspeople who 
depend upon it for their livelihoods.

Fortunately, Traidcraft Exchange, the charitable arm of the movement, is currently 
in a sound position and will continue to operate its campaigning and fund-raising 
role wherever possible.  It is therefore essential that sales of Traidcraft goods are 
maximised in the remainder of this year and in particular in the run-up to Christmas, 
so as to give the Company the space it needs to try to turn matters around.  Thank 
you.

Val Gwynne
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Christmas Card Delivery Service

As in previous years, Troon Old will be organising a Christmas Card Delivery Service to 
addresses in Troon, Barassie and Loans.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Cut out & keep this section 
Cards can be handed in: 
• Before or after the service on Sundays 2nd December and 9th December (not 16th) 
• Weekday mornings, weeks commencing 3rd December and 10th December
                (Mon-Fri 10 a.m. to 12 noon) 
• Saturday Cafes on Saturday 8th and 15th December 
• Out with these times cards can be handed in to Charles Duncan Butchers (correct      
 money should be enclosed) 
• Any housebound member can contact the church office on 313520 and we will   
 arrange to pick up their cards 
The cost per card will be 30p. 
Help Required 
We desperately need volunteers to work alongside us to sort and deliver cards. If you can 
spare some time (work will not be undertaken during worship time) please contact Lynn 
Ferguson 316320, Anne McCulloch 312658 or Joy Allan 315643, all can usually be found in 
the Main Hall after Sunday Service.

Lynn Ferguson
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday Games Nights

This last year the Monday evening games night has established itself as a 
pleasant alternative to an evening in front of the goggle-box or glued to some 
electronic media.  Our activities include old fashioned board and card games, 
table tennis and badminton for the energetic, boules and petanque weather 
and light permitting, tea and cake, good friendly companionship, banter and 
jollity, no cost, no commitment and all over 
by 9pm.

If you are at a loose end on Mondays pop 
along.  Our start time is 7pm.  Everyone 
will be made welcome, all ages and abilities, 
and if transport is a problem, please ask.

Peter Holmes
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Tickets available from Words & Music 
or any Bible Society Representative



Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon, KA10 6EB Tel: 01292 313520
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www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday 

unless otherwise indicated.

OFFICE BEARERS

OCTOBER
Sunday 28th  Boys’ Brigade Dedication Service 

NOVEMBER
Sunday 4th Sacrament of Holy Communion followed by the Dedication of
 the Garden of Remembrance
Sunday 11th Remembrance Service at approx. 11.15am
Sunday 18th Wintertainment 
Sunday 25th Informal Communion after the service
Monday 26th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 2nd Messy Church 4pm - 6pm in Troon Old Parish Church
Sunday 16th Gift Service
Sunday 23rd Service of Lessons and Carols
Monday 24th Candlelight Service at 6.30pm
Tuesday 25th Informal Christmas Family Service
Sunday 30th United Service in Troon Old Parish Church

FEBRUARY 
Sunday 24th Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 25th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm
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