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Foxes Have Holes and Guides have boxes but...
The sun was long set and any notion of 
a dry and clear night was long dispelled 
when the Guides began to arrive at the 
Scout Hall.  Some prepped a fire in the 
pit.  Others handed out emergency bags 
which are no more than extra thick 
oversized bin bags.  Still others packed 
and repacked their sleeping bags.  By 
the time I arrived pea-sized drops were 
bouncing off the tarmac.  It would be a 
long night before the clouds emptied 
their tears. The air froze and the winter 
sun made its cold appearance.  These 
future leaders, doctors, politicians and 
mothers gave up Netflix and Facebook for one soggy, cold night called the Wee Sleep.  They 

raised no small sum to help eradicate homelessness in 
Scotland.  For these young adventurers what a radical 
act of empathy: such a wonderful experience in active 
compassion to sleep a night in another's pain.  What is 
it that Burns says?

"O wad some Pow'r the giftie gie us
 To see oursels as ithers see us!"

The Troon Guides Wee Sleep was an affirmative act 
of selflessness and self-awareness.  What a gift to step 
outside one's awareness, not to see one's folly or vanity, 
but to feel deeply the brokenness into which too many 
are forced.  What a valuable lesson these young leaders 
are giving us.
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A certain scribe came to Jesus and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go."  Jesus 
replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head."
May God give us all the courage in our way to open our hearts as these young leaders did.  
May we all have the will to place our hearts near to those who experience life on the edge.  If 
we did, might we meet Christ in the cold and wet and know more fully the depth of Grace 
and the cost of Mercy.

Peace and Grace
Dave

Tributes
It is with regret and sadness that since the last Top Talk we have seen the passing of three 
elders and the wife of our former minister, the Rev. Alastair Symington.  All these friends 
made a difference to our church family, our community and the world we live in. They were 
the day-to-day examples that God asks of us and Christ set by example for us to bring love, 
kindness and compassion through our hearts, bodies, minds and actions.

Our thoughts, love and prayers are with the friends and families of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  The Lord keep you and bless you.

One thing I ask of the Lord, it is the one thing that I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his 
temple.                                                   Psalm 27:4

Eleanor Butchart

Eleanor was a real joy bringer, day brightener and soul lifter.  She was born to Martha and 
James Thomson in Kilmarnock on the 3rd of June, 1939, the second youngest of the family 
of five, soon to be joined by younger sister, Sadie.

Sadie remembers that Eleanor always enjoyed caring for others, particularly nephew, Iain, 
who came along when she was ten.  At school she excelled at English, singing and socialising!  
She loved people.  On leaving school she worked in the local Saxone shoe factory where she 
made dear friends she kept all her life.  Evenings were spent out at dances: Monday in Irvine, 
Tuesday in Kilmarnock, Wednesday in Troon and the weekends at the Bobby Jones in  Ayr. 
It was at the Grand Hall in Kilmarnock where she met Angus. In time they would go from 
dancing to dating and from dating to engagement.  Then on the 19th of March they were 
married in St Andrew's Church.

For a while they settled in Kilmarnock but then with Lynn on the way they moved to Troon.  
Eleanor kept a pristine house.  One afternoon, however, while Lynn was playing in the front 
room, Eleanor went in to check on her, spied a mouse and before she even thought about 
it, she screamed, shut the door on both Lynn and the mouse and ran to get help from a 
neighbour.
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As the family began to grow with the arrival of Alan, then Angus and finally Mark, they 
moved house accordingly.  Dad Angus started to work further and further from home.  Each 
week he received a lovingly written six page letter.  He soon learned of her expectation for 
letters in return.

For a while they ran a tea room in Templehill matching Eleanor's gift for people with her gift 
for baking.  Before they knew it, the children were grown and holidays took on a different 
tone.  She loved to travel but work and even travel took a back seat when grandchildren 
began to arrive.  She was over the moon.  She loved her handbags, her shoes, a good deal at 
M&Co, but that was nothing compared to her passion for people, her friends and, most of 
all, her family.

For many years Eleanor would host children from the Gorbals or from Northern Ireland 
for a holiday by the beach.  Recently one of the children from Glasgow put a note through 
the door of their old house. Eventually, the letter made its way to Angus and Eleanor.  "Fifty 
years ago you hosted me for a holiday by the sea.  It was the best week of my life.  I began to 
see further than my future had dictated and became a teacher.  Now my child is a teacher 
here on the west coast of Scotland not far from Troon.  I could not be prouder.  Thanks for 
the change you made in our lives."

For years she would fast on the days before the weigh-in at the slimming club.  She would put 
on her lightest clothes, drink only tea beforehand and breathe deeply before stepping onto 
the scales, just to get an extra ounce of advantage.  After the club she and her friends would 
go to a cafe for some fattening cakes and a coffee with extra whipped cream - pure Eleanor.

She was an immaculate dresser but out of care, not vanity. She was always maternal, always 
hospitable, putting others before herself, but never weak.  Time with her siblings was always 
particularly joyful, as were trips with her sister-in-law.

Her faith was no less central.  In the 60s soon after moving to Troon, she joined the Church 
and in time was ordained an elder.  She was a Sunday School teacher and started the Logan 
Drive Communion service many years ago.  She was active in the Guild, the Saturday Cafe, 
and the slimming club.  There was hardly an area of church life that didn't know Eleanor's 
loving care.  She was more than part of the backbone of the church; she was part of its life 
blood.  Like so many others, Eleanor made Troon Old the special congregation it is. 

If asked to describe Eleanor we might think selfless, compassionate, upbeat and with clarity 
in kindness.  She would speak her mind when needed.  She was matter of fact and pragmatic 
about so much.  Her kindness to others was returned exponentially when she needed it 
most.  If you were with her in the Biggart, you saw the steady stream of her visitors and you 
heard her constant enquiries after other patients, even ones she didn't know.

We are without Eleanor now but because she lived we are so blessed through her.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk
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Secretary of the Court thanking him for his commitment and service to the University. 

Ben was ordained an elder in 1990 at St Ninian's Craigmailen Church in Linlithgow where 
he was successful in securing grants for the church and its ongoing maintenance projects.  
Many happy years were spent in what they thought would be their retirement bungalow, but 
in 1997 Ben and Myra moved to Troon to be closer to Lesley, her husband, Neil and their 
children, Alasdair and Lyndsey.  Ben became an active elder in Troon Old at the same time 
as Lesley was ordained an elder.

Everything Ben did was to a high standard, whether it was polishing his and the family's 
shoes, making wine, indeed becoming a master wine maker, being a first class neighbour,  or 

Ben Maxwell

Ben Maxwell was born in 1926 in Scone, Perthshire, the first child of James and Christina 
Maxwell, and the devoted brother of Dorothy.   By 1933 the family had moved to Glasgow 
and settled into a West End Park Street tenement.  His daughter, Lesley, remembers well 
her father's stories and tells us that a Glasgow tenement was more than a place to live: a 
metaphor for a city that likes to see itself as a big, warm village; tough and gritty but kindly to 
bairns and always  ready to help a neighbour with a problem.  These were the values that Ben 
took into his character, maybe not the gritty part, but he was certainly tough of character 
and kind of spirit.

During the early part of the Second World War Ben and Dorothy were evacuated back to 
Scone to live with relatives.  Like so many of his generation, Ben left school at fourteen 
working multiple jobs to help provide for the family.  He also enrolled in night school to 
continue his education.  It was around that time he met Myra who was working with her 
aunt in the Woodlands Road Post Office where Ben was a paperboy.  In time they became 
engaged and were married in Speirsbridge Church, Thornliebank, Glasgow.  Their first 
home was a flat on Maryhill Road where they stayed until shortly after Lesley's birth.

Ben studied metallurgy at the Royal Technical College, Glasgow, now Strathclyde University, 
where he was admitted as an Associate in Metallurgy and was among the first cohorts to 
obtain a B.Sc. (Metallurgy).

Ben was very active in the Boys' Brigade, rising through the ranks to become an officer.  He 
was especially pleased that his son, Alan, and grandson, Alasdair, were both BB boys, both 
awarded Best Boy in their companies and both successfully achieving their Queen's Badge.  
He thoroughly enjoyed following the successes of the 1st Troon BB Pipe Band in which 
Alasdair was a piper.

The family moved back to Glasgow in 1962, settling in Kelvindale.  Ben took up the post of 
Careers Officer at the University of Glasgow in 1966, then becoming Director of the Careers 
Service in 1980. In 1984 he was responsible for establishing the Scottish Recruitment Fair 
held annually in the SECC inviting companies looking for the best qualified students to fill 
vacant posts.  When Ben retired in 1991, he received letters from both the Principal and 
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sorting out his children's problems.

Ben was a true gentleman, an excellent person to be with, warm, friendly and hospitable 
with a delightful sense of humour. He was modest about his achievements but proud of the 
accomplishments for his family, intensely loyal and fiercely protective of those he loved.

We give thanks for his life, love and strength: a gift from God through Ben to us all.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk

Hugh Campbell

Hugh was born, brought up and lived all his life in Troon, except for his National Service 
when he served for two years in the RAF.  He attended what was always known as "the wee 
school" in Academy Street, moved on to "the big school" in Barassie Street and then to Marr 
College.  As a student in Glasgow at the Royal Technological College, later to become the 
University of Strathclyde, he gained his first qualification which was in engineering.

He then worked for different companies, latterly at Scottish Aviation.  It was there that he 
met Jenny who became the love of his life.  They were married in 1964 in Dreghorn Parish 
Church as Jenny lived in Springside.  Shortly afterwards they moved to Barassie to Firth 
Gardens. It was there that David was born and three years later  their second son, Neil.  As 
they needed more space, they moved to Beach Road where they spent many happy years.

Hugh then went back to study for a teaching qualification and after graduating he lectured 
at Ayr College in engineering.  He really enjoyed his time there.  He loved to learn and then 
pass on his knowledge to others.  He still continued to study, however, this time for an Open 
University degree in mathematics.  As that was in the days before computers, he had to 
get up for tutorials on television at 6am! He then went on from being a student himself to 
tutoring in maths as well as sitting on several examination boards, obviously a very clever 
man.  After his retirement he continued his studies for another degree, this time in Scottish 
History at Glasgow University.

Hugh was ordained an elder in Troon Old on the 21st of March, 1976.  He was a very 
conscientious elder, always reliable and very committed to any of his duties, ensuring he 
carried them out impeccably but always without any fuss, working unobtrusively in the 
background.

Hugh was also an officer in the Boys' Brigade where he was again very conscientious in 
carrying out his duties. In October 1983 at the service to mark the centenary of the Company 
when the BB officers conducted the service, Hugh gave a memorable address likening the 
BB to a train journey.  At different stages in life it was possible to get on and off the BB train.
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Hugh had many hobbies.  At one time he had his own boat and became Commodore of 
Troon Sailing Club.  He then became an assessor in sailing for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme. He was a Burns man, participating in various Burns' Suppers.  Another great hobby 
was hill walking.  He completed the West Highland Way in less than ideal weather with 
his son, Neil, who at that time was twelve years old.  He began a hill walking group with 
colleagues from Ayr College.  They climbed many of the Munros and hills on Jura and Rum 
and were known as the Ayr College Hill Walking and Exploration Society, otherwise ACHES.

After retirement he and Jenny took up traveling to many different parts of the world 
including cruises to America, the Baltic and the Mediterranean.  For their Silver Wedding 
they went to Orkney but by their Golden Wedding Jenny was not at all well.  They moved to 
Portland Court and for the last two years of her life, Hugh was Jenny's carer.  In many ways 
he never really got over her death.

Although getting frailer, Hugh took an interest in technology and early computing 
programmes, but above all he was a great family man, devoted to Jenny for fifty-one years, 
very proud of his sons and very close to his grandchildren.  He was very independent but 
much appreciated all the help given to him by his family and his carers.

We all knew Hugh in different ways and we all have our own special memories of him, such a 
well educated man who had a really fulfilling life.  In some ways he was a private person but 
with a good sense of humour, a really good man who will be sorely missed.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk

Eileen Symington

It was with sadness that we learned of the passing of Eileen Symington last November after 
a period of illness.  Being the wife of a minister is not an easy task but Eileen was always 
there for her husband.  She gave up her career in teaching to support her husband's ministry 
and community role in a number of Scotland's parishes.  Importantly Eileen was there for 
many others, whether it was young RAF personnel when Alastair was an RAF padre, or 
at Craiglockart in Edinburgh, New Kilpatrick in Bearsden or here in Troon Old for some 
fourteen years.

Alastair and Eileen met in Wellington Church, Glasgow where at that time the minister 
was the well-known Stuart McWilliam.  Alastair arrived as the assistant minister when 
Eileen was secretary of the Youth Fellowship.  Some of us have had similar experiences, 
but Eileen knew from that first night that Alastair was the man she would marry, which she 
subsequently did.  In time they became a family of four with the arrival of Karen and Fiona.
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Having spent time with Eileen I know the conversation always opened with the question, 
"How are you getting on?"  This was very much who Eileen was.  Her thoughtfulness for 
others was very prominent.  This took special shape in the Pink Ribbon Balls which Eileen 
and her family successfully organised and ran for a number of years.  The opportunity to 
socialise and enjoy the company of friends was very much enjoyed, but more importantly, 
the money raised has touched the lives of many people within our community.

Our thoughts, love and prayers at this time are with Alastair, Karen and Neil, Fiona and 
Keith and all the grandchildren.  The Lord bless you and keep you.

Andy Fell 
Session Clerk

Guild

I hope you all had a good Festive Season and I am sending everyone Best Wishes for 2019.

On December 4th we were entertained by the Ayrshire Ukulele Clan.  This was a very 
enjoyable evening of music and singing followed by a lovely supper.

Our first meeting of 2019 on January 9th was a very informative talk by Denise McClung on 
the work of the Sensory Impaired Support Charity.

On 5th February we welcome Mrs R. Hughes who will speak on "My Life in Story and Song."  

March will be a busy month for us. On Friday the 1st we host the World Day of Prayer in 
Troon Old Parish Church when we hope that many of you will attend.  Our Beetle Drive 
will be held on the 5th.  This is always a very popular evening with good fun and a delicious 
supper.  Our Spring Fair Coffee Morning is on Saturday the 9th when we will have our usual 
stalls including tombola and bric-a-brac, and of course no Guild coffee morning would be 
complete without our home baking stall.  All donations will be most welcome.

Finally, our 2018/2019 session will conclude in April with our AGM and closing dinner 
(date to be confirmed).

We look forward to welcoming you to all these events and thank you for your continued 
support.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary
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Fairtrade at Troon Old

Again, many thanks to all who supported the Traidcraft Stall over the past year.  We shall 
continue to have a stall on the first Sunday of each month in the Church Hall after the 
service and also once a month on a Saturday morning at the Church Café.

You may have heard at the end of last year that Traidcraft was going through some financial 
difficulties.  I am pleased to say that the business has successfully achieved a turnaround 
and is still trading, albeit in a somewhat smaller and more focussed way from its existing 
headquarters in Gateshead.

Fairtrade Fortnight is from 25th February to 10th March and we plan to have our usual Big 
Brew Coffee Morning in Troon Old on Saturday, 16th March.  I am looking for volunteers 
to help at this coffee morning and also to bring along home baking.  All money raised will 
go to support Tradecraft Exchange's life changing projects and campaigns across the world.

Judy Irvine
315162

Picture courtesy of Ayrshire Post

Many congratulations go to our good friend, Mrs Val 
Gwynne, who very recently was presented with the Brtish 
Citizen Award, a new award inaugurated in 2015 as a 
means of recognising in a tangible way individuals who 
have made a positive impact on society and on their local 
community.  Over the years Val has been involved in many 
local organisations including Christian Aid, Loans Scout 
Group, Troon Arthritis Group and Troon Youth Centre all 
of which were included in her citation, but she is probably 
best known for her long term involvement with Troon 
Fairtrade Initiative.  This led to the confirmation of Troon 
Old as a Fairtrade church, Troon as a Fairtrade town and 
South Ayrshire as a Fairtrade zone.
Val writes, "The formal ceremony took place on the 24th of January in the Palace of 
Westminster where the medals were presented by the TV presenter, Michael Underwood, 
supported by the Liberal Democrat Life Peer, Lord Dhalakia.  This was followed by official 
photographs taken on the terrace of the House of Lords.  There was then an open-topped 
bus tour of central London followed by a drinks reception in Church House, Westminster 
where the presentation of certificates took place.  We were interviewed about our motivation 
and achievements and more photographs were taken and finally we were entertained by the 
London Gospel Choir. There were only thirty recipients including two from Scotland.  There 
will be a corresponding presentation in July.  To date, just over 300 people have received this 
award."

Editor

Many Congratulations
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Christian Aid

Our joint bag packing event at Morrisons Supermarket on Saturday, 29th December raised 
the magnificent sum of £1,014.26.  Thank you to all the volunteers from Troon Old who 
so willingly gave their time to help support this event and to all those who so generously 
donated on the day.

It does not seem like a year since we organised the 2018 house-to-house collections for 
Christian Aid.  Please, can I ask that you consider volunteering to deliver and collect 
envelopes for this very worthy cause during May, 2019?  

Christian Aid Week this year runs from Sunday 12th May till Saturday 18th May.  If you are 
able to help with house-to-house collections this year, please contact me either after Sunday 
worship or by phoning me on 01292 318951.

Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes

Sleep In The Park

I had hoped Andy would be up for the Sleep in the Park again 
as I had so enjoyed his company along with Dave last year 
in Edinburgh.  This year the cities being used were Glasgow, 
Dundee, Aberdeen as well as Edinburgh. The line up of acts 
was different but sadly the same moral issue was at hand: 
helping the homeless.  Can you believe it?

So off Andy and I went to Glasgow this year, Kelvingrove 
Park to be precise.  As a retired police officer I never thought 
I would spend a night in this park.  Generally at night it is 
frequented by those up to unusual activities to say the least.  
Gave my wife, Susan, a kiss good-bye and headed off to pick 
up Andy.  We arrived at the venue to set up our sleeping bags 
etc around 11.30pm.  I had more gear than Ranulph Fiennes 
during his last Everest expedition.  After Edinburgh last year I was not going to be cold.

We set up and headed off to watch the acts: Amy MacDonald, KT Tunstall, Frightened 
Rabbit and others including a young Glasgow poet, Darren Loki McGarry.  Darren is a man 
with a real social conscience and speaks from the heart.  Watch out for him in the future.  He 
really is worth checking out.  The evening was hosted by Vic Galloway of Radio Scotland.

As I sat in the bandstand with Andy enjoying the entertainment, I chatted to a wonderful 
lady from Skye, who is a long term friend of David Harper; what a small world. 
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Our entertainment finished around midnight, thereafter, back to our sleeping bags to 
snuggle up for the night. Andy and I tucked into some soup and sandwiches and enjoyed an 
hour chatting about life, family, church and friends.  We put the world to right.  I hope Andy 
enjoyed my company as much as I enjoyed his but I noted as I did last year that all is not fair 
with sleeping bags.  Andy, being slightly shorter than me, gets all the way into his bag and 
falls asleep.  Being taller, I can't fully fit into my bag, so ended up freezing again. I got no 
sleep, but I did meet some lovely people during the evening.

Our shift ended at 6.30am when we packed up and made our way home.  As I climbed into 
my warm bed in my nice home in our lovely town called Troon, I thought of the night just 
past. My thoughts were riddled with shame and doubt.  Why do so many have so little and 
we have so much?

We raised £1,350 from our Sleep in the Park.  Thank you if you made a contribution.  My 
very best to you and your family for 2019.

Harry J. Russell

Thanks from the Beadle

I would like to express my gratitude to all who assisted me with clearing and rearranging 
the hall tables and chairs on Sundays and other special occasions during the past year (and 
before).  Your help has been and continues to be very much appreciated.  Best wishes to 
everyone for 2019.  Thank you all.

Gordon

Do you have a hymn that you love to sing on a Sunday morning?  Perhaps one that has a 
special place in your heart, maybe one that reminds you of someone special?

Whatever the reason, we are asking you to choose up to a maximum ten of your favourite 
hymns.  We will then select the most popular and hold a special event where you will have the 
opportunity to sing and listen to them with the help of our organist, Mr Andrew McConnell, 
on Sunday, 10th March at 2pm.

Forms can be collected from the Church Office and completed forms placed in the offering 
bags or handed into the Office or Saturday Café. Closing date is Sunday, 24th February.

Lynn Ferguson

Choose your favourite hymns
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The Playfair Statue

I would like to take you to Chambers Street in 
Edinburgh, the street containing University buildings 
and the National Museum of Scotland.

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Museum, 
the City of Edinburgh Council agreed to an ambitious 
plan to change the appearance of the street.  The space in 
front of the Museum would become a city centre piazza, 
a new public place for the city.  In addition, the statue 
of William Chambers, Lord Provost and publisher, 
would be moved from the middle of the street in front 
of the Museum to the west end of the street not far from 
Greyfriars Bobby.  The statue would be turned to face 
east along the street which bears his name.  

Now, this great civic leader's statue was to be twinned 
with a new statue placed in front of the Museum.  This 
new statue was of the architect, William Henry Playfair 
(1790-1857).   To have a statue of an architect is unusual, 
but Playfair was rather special.  His designs turned 

Edinburgh into 'the Athens of the North'.  His creations of the New Town, the Old College 
of Edinburgh University, the National Galleries of Scotland and many others cannot fail to 
impress.

Financial support was given by Edinburgh City Council, the University of Edinburgh, many 
trusts and a number of individuals.  Alexander Stoddart, Sculptor in Ordinary in Scotland to 
her Majesty the Queen, was commissioned to create the statue and the vision for Chambers 
Street was completed on September 1st 2016.

When you next visit the National Museum, stop to admire the Playfair statue.  Notice the 
pedestal with Edina and Athena (Edinburgh and Athens), and Apollo and Hypnos: Apollo 
to signify intellectual endeavour: Hypnos to show how the classical architectural style of 
Playfair calms the world.

The pedestal follows the proportions of Hippolyte Blanc's design for the Chamber's plinth.  
Yes, the same Hippolyte Blanc, the architect of many outstanding buildings in Scotland 
including our own beautiful church.

Margaret Bonnes
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Scottish Charity Number SC007246 

 

Troon Old Parish Church Fundraising Committee  

Present  

A Fashion Show  
BY 

High Street Store  

BONMARCHE  
 

Troon Old Parish Church Hall 

Thursday 14th March 2019 @ 7p.m. 

Entry £6 

Includes wine & nibbles  
 

 

Tickets available from: Words and Music - Church Office –  
Charles Duncan Butchers - Saturday Café 
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Wintertainment

A very big thank you from all on the Troon Community Council to all our friends in Troon 
Old Parish. We had a perfect weather day with events going on all over town. The use of 
your halls was once again appreciated by all who took part and those who came to spectate. 

My personal thanks for the wonderful support, as always, from Troon Old personnel who 
assisted us on the day.
George Mulveny TCC

Saturday Cafe

The Men’s Team joining the festive cheer for one of our December Coffee Mornings. 

Of course, we are always ready to welcome new volunteers to our team, just speak to Sandra 
Pirie 31584415844
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This time last year I gave you a progress report 
about both our present supported wee girl, 
Carol, and our first supported student, Jessica.  
There will be more news about Carol in our next 
edition but now I want to share with you Jessica's 
news.  Last year she was working hard as a tutor 
to help the family income and also doing her 
best to be accepted by one of the Indian airlines 
as a trainee cabin crew member.

In March 2018 she was accepted on a training 
programme by Indigo Airlines, a fast growing 
Indian company.  She enjoyed the training 
although nothing was easy: she had to 
move to New Delhi and pay for most of her 
accommodation and also pay for very expensive 
make-up. She worked extremely hard and 
very successfully graduated as a stewardess in 
September.

She was then based in Chennai, flying from there to various Indian cities including Kolkata, 
but as the turnaround time was only fifteen minutes, she certainly didn't have time to go 
home to see Mum and Dad.

She very generously took a weekend off to visit home but also to catch up with me when 
I was in Kolkata in November.  As ever it was lovely to see her, hear her story and enjoy 
lunch together.  We can be so proud of her. She was finding work tiring, but she was gaining 
confidence at work e.g. speaking over the tannoy and dealing with difficult passengers.

She was looking forward to her first flight abroad to Singapore in December and hoping 
soon to be based in Kolkata, where she can live at home and save money.  She still has lots of 
ambitions and we wish her well with all her plans.

As they would say in India and Nepal,
Namaste,

Aileen Fraser

News from Kalimpong
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Sunday, December 2nd, 2018

On a rather dreary Sunday 
afternoon in early December 
last year over 200 people's 
lives were enriched by a 
concert from extremely 
talented school children 
from all over South Ayrshire.  
The Sinfonia consisted 
of forty-four musicians 
ably conducted by Mr D. 
O'Connell and there were 
twenty pupils in the Chamber 
Choir.

The programme was made 
up of works from Handel, 
Shostakovich and Engelbert 
Humperdinck, with my 
favourite item being a 
marvellous and rousing 
rendition of Elgar's Nimrod, 
the great hunter in the sky, 
from the Planets Suite.

All of the young people are 
a credit to their schools and 
teachers.

Thanks must also be given to our Webmaster, Brian Duncan, who after his wonderful 
lighting display at our Remembrance Sunday event rolled his skills on to this concert 
and captured the atmosphere superbly with coloured effects throughout the church.  
Well done!!

Haste Ye Back
Alastair Crabb

South Ayrshire Schools Sinfonia & Chambers Choir Concert
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Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS

FEBRUARY
Sunday 24th  Sacrament of Holy Communion  
Monday 25th   Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

MARCH
Friday 1st World Day of Prayer at 7.30pm in Troon Old Parish Church
Sunday 24th Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation at 11.45am 

APRIL
Sunday 14th Palm Sunday Family Communion
Monday 15th Holy Week Services each evening at 7.30pm in
  Our Lady of the Assumption and St Meddan apart from Maundy
  Thursday when the service will be held in Portland Parish Church
Friday 19th Good Friday Morning Service at 11am in Our Lady of the
  Assumption and St Meddan
Sunday 21st Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on Troon Beach at 6.30am 
  followed by breakfast in St Ninian’s Episcopal Church
  Morning worship in Troon Old at 10.30am 
 
MAY
12th-18th Christian Aid Week
Monday 27th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

JUNE
Sunday 9th Sacrament of Holy Communion
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