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The Gospel according to Springsteen
“I come from a boardwalk town where everything is tinged with a bit of fraud. So
am I”. Thus begins Bruce Springsteen’s 2018 recording of his hit Broadway show.
“I was Mr. Born to Run. I was Mr. Thunder Road,” he shouts. “I wanted to get
out of my home town and never look back”. Then he confesses: “I currently live
10 minutes from my home town!” Well, as he says: “Born to Come-Back-Home
doesn’t sell records!”
Springsteen made his millions singing about factory room floors and two-bit
corner bars, evoking
so powerfully the
fear and love of
a
forgotten
and
abandoned America.
But he comes clean:
“I’ve never worked
heavy labour; I never
worked five days a
week until this show”.
Jokingly, he says: “I
made it all up. That’s
how good I am”. However, the blue-collar troubadour also confesses: “I am here to
give proof of life to us. Proof of life...to that ever elusive, never completely believable
story we call you and me. I sing about who we are and who we could be”.
Springsteen grew up surrounded by God: on one side of the family home was the
local Catholic Church; on the other, the priest’s rectory. Down the street was the
Catholic school and around the block was the local cemetery. Like so many of us,
he ran away from his faith, asking, like every rock star: “Do you believe in Rock ‘n’

Roll? Can music save your mortal soul?”
As he ages the story, he tells about how he changes. He comes to understand his
music is a “long and noisy prayer” about the things that matter, about what binds us
together and what tears us apart.
As the show builds to its end, the rebel songs and polemic ballads give way to sounds
of grace and redemption. He begins one last story. Standing back in the shadow of
his childhood church, once again surrounded by God, his heart breaks open. The
Lord’s Prayer pours forth from his lips into the story, into the silent theatre, and the
grace at the heart of all his songs and stories bursts forth.
Springsteen’s true gift isn’t his voice or his guitar skills. It’s not his masterful
storytelling or roguish persona. The true gift is that his songs aren’t just about who
we are. His songs and stories finally touch upon whose we are. They are about
redemption and resurrection amid a world so often obsessed with death and
destruction.
Friends, no matter how much fraud we might feel in the
story, we tell ourselves about who we are and who we could
be. May you know the more profound truth of whose you
are. As Easter people, ours is a song of redemption and
resurrection. The living, risen Christ assures us that the
worst thing is never the last thing. Ours is a story that
begins with whose we are before we even sing about who
we could be.
Springsteen’s show ends without fraud, pomp or bluster.
He gives only a benediction of grace: “May God bless you
and your family and all those you love”.
AMEN
Peace and Grace
Dave
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Top Ten Favourite Hymns
In February we asked you all to tell us about your Top Ten Favourite Hymns and your
reasons for choosing them. We were very pleased with the response, and invited you to
come along on Sunday the 10th March when we revealed the results. A pleasant afternoon
was spent singing the hymns thanks to our organist, Andrew McConnell.
Many reasons were given for choosing certain hymns - too many to mention all of them, but
here are few:
“Lovely words” - “Love the music” - “Our Wedding Hymn” - “Memories of the Boys’ Brigade”
- “Sung them when attending church at Quarriers Village and still enjoy them now” - “Sung
by children’s choir on BBC’s Songs of Praise, recorded in Troon Old in 1966”.
The Top 11 Favourite Hymns are listed below. You will see that 4 hymns tied on 10 points!
HYMN No. (CH4)

First line

			Number of votes

154			
O Lord My God When I in 		
			Awesome Wonder

19

153			

Great is Thy Faithfulness			

17

189			

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord		

16

251			

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky			

13

557			

O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go		

13

528			

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace		

12

737			

Will Your Anchor Hold

		

11

167			

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah		

10

519			

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling		

10

485			

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind		

10

419			

Thine Be the Glory			

10

Thank you to everyone for taking part and making this a great success.
Catriona O’Dwyer
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Annual Lifeboat Service
On May 12th we were delighted
to welcome members of the crew,
management
committee
and
supporters of Troon RNLI for their
always special annual service. Also
joining us outside, and a big hit, was
RNLB Sheena, the Troon class D
inshore lifeboat brought along by the
station’s Landranger.
Coxswain Joe Millar had us all enthralled by his address to the children who were given the
opportunity to try on the gear the crew requires and to learn that when the “shout” goes up
or the pager goes off, the lifeboat and crew
can be ready to go to sea in seven minutes.
Our guest preacher was the Very Rev.
Dr David Lacy, formerly minister of Kay
Park Church, Kilmarnock and a sailing
enthusiast. During the offering Andrew and
David played the very moving piece, “The
Heroes of Longhope” written in memory
of the eight crew of the Longhope, Orkney
lifeboat lost in 1969.
Mr John Steel, the management group
chairman, gave us some information
about the RNLI and also the importance
of respecting the water. The Troon
lifeboat was established in 1871 and since
then has been responsible for saving 667
lives and this year alone has been called
out 27 times and on each occasion never
knowing what is ahead.
Editor
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Barbie goes to India
Carol, our delightful, wee, supported
child at Dr Graham’s Homes in
Kalimpong, India was very happy with
her Christmas gift from our Sunday
School but what we didn’t know
beforehand was that what she really,
really wanted was a Barbie doll.
Thanks to two very good friends of
mine, Carol now has an all singing,
lighting up, very special Barbie, which
I am told she just loves. First up to
the rescue was Mrs Elizabeth Donald,
one of our splendid Sunday School
teachers, who just happens to be a
Barbie aficionado and who could not
wait to do the necessary shopping.
Meanwhile, Mrs Vanda Campbell who
visited Troon with the DGH choir
in 2007 and who now lives on Islay
was organising a work party of fellow
former pupils of the Homes to visit in
January and carry out some repairs and
spring cleaning. Between them lovely
Barbie got from Irvine, where she was
purchased, via Troon, where she was
much admired, via Islay by post, via
Cal Mac to the mainland and then by
flight to India and finally by jeep to
Kalimpong.
The really good news is that Mrs
Donald can’t wait to choose Carol’s next Christmas Barbie related present.
Editor
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Guild Newsletter
Our 2018/2019 session concluded on 9 April with our Annual Dinner in the Highgrove
Hotel.
On Friday 1 March we hosted the World Day of Prayer Service. This was well attended and
a lovely service was conducted by Rev. Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers. We appreciated Mel’s
help in the preparation of this service and the ladies who did readings.
On 5 March we held our Beetle Drive, which is always a very popular evening. As usual,
there was a great attendance of members and friends.
Our 2019/2020 session resumes on Tuesday 8 October with our Dedication Service,
conducted by our own minister, Rev. David Prentice-Hyers. We look forward to seeing all
our members and hopefully welcoming some new ladies.
On 5 November we are going to the Gaiety Theatre to see the Ayrshire Philharmonic Opera
Society’s production of “Oliver”.
Finally, we have two more dates for your diary: Saturday 7 September is our Coffee Morning
and our Christmas Fair is on Saturday 16 November. We look forward to welcoming you
all at these events.
I wish you all a good summer!
Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

George Powell - BB Captain
Session 2019/20 will be a special year for the Company which was founded on the 13th
November 1919. We hope to have a memorabilia display and ex-members dinner in May
2020 and are working on a design for a Centenary Badge. If any ex-members still has their
Life Boy hat or 1960s Company Section hat or any old photos we could put in our Display,
please look them out and get in touch with me.
Ex-members who would be interested in attending the dinner or would like a Centenary
Badge should contact Ian Johnson.
George Powell
Contacts
george_powell@btopenworld.com
ian44001@btinternet.com
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Christian Aid 2019
Sincere thanks from the Troon Christian Aid
Committee go to the members and friends
of the congregation who helped provide and
serve the Soup Lunches during Christian Aid
week this year.
Many thanks to all who attended, enjoyed
lunch and good company on one of the
sunniest weeks in May. Grateful thanks also
go to Marion Hamilton and her hard working
team who made and served the lunches on
Wednesday 15th May.
Troon Old raised £262.00 from the lunch on
Wednesday 15th May and the total raised
over the 3 days from the lunches was £850.00.
Thank you to all who volunteered to help
with the house-to-house collection - the total raised from this activity by Troon Old
was a fantastic £1,944.39.
The total amount raised from all the Churches
in Troon as a result of the house-to-house
collections will be announced in due course. It
is likely that there will be some further monies
to be banked as a few more envelopes will be
handed into Church Offices or dropped in
Sunday collections over the coming weeks.
To learn more about where these funds will
go to help others less fortunate than ourselves, please search online at: https://
ww.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week.
The committee is most grateful for all the support offered by the members of Troon
Old.
Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes
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Fair Trade
We had a very successful Big Brew coffee morning on Saturday 16th March in
the Church Hall and raised £255 which was sent to Traidcraft Exchange and will
be used to support their life changing projects and campaigns across the world.
Thank you for supporting this coffee morning and our Traidcraft stall which
is held in the Church Hall on the first Sunday of every month and also once a
month on a Saturday morning during the Church Cafe.
Please speak to me if you would like to find out more about Fairtrade or to order
anything from the Traidcraft catalogue.
Judy Irvine
Tel: 315162

Troon Old Golf Tourney
This year’s Golf Tourney will take place on Thursday, 20th June. Entry forms
which are available from the Church Office, Robert Carson, Andy Hamilton or
Peter Holmes should be returned no later than Sunday, June 16th.
As previously you can form your own team of 3 or 4 for the Texas Scramble,
or you can enter as an individual and let the organisers do the team selection.
Following the competition there will be a purvey and prize giving in the Church
Hall.

Troon Old 2019 Stroke Play Competition
There will be a separate Stroke Play Competition, this year with an extended
qualifying period. The Troon Old golf trophies will be presented to the Troon
Old member (male/female/boy/girl/senior) submitting the best signed and
witnessed card from a recognised golf course played during the months of May
through to the end of September. Score cards should be submitted to Robert
Carson by Sunday, 6th October.
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Sweet Inspirations
Catrina presents the joint prize for the Sweetie
Quiz competition. The winning entry was from
the three girls helping out the Men’s Team as part
of their Duke of Edinburgh Award work. The
girls - Emma, Freya & Milly.

Bonmarche Fashion Show
The fundraising committee held a wonderful
fashion show by high street store Bonmarche,
raising nearly £300. Many thanks to our
wonderful volunteer models who were very
professional and like all top models ended the
show with a bottle of something fizzy.

Easter Egg Baskets
Many thanks to the girls on the fundraising committee who tirelessly knitted
Easter chicks and baskets for selling on the run up to Easter. Their efforts
raised over £250.
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Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra
Which hat am I wearing? I felt a wee
bit strange on Sunday 19th May. That
morning I had led the Choir on the
chancel and here I was in the afternoon
leading the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra
(AFO) in my church. Who welcomes
who? For a moment I had to think: was I
welcoming you, the audience, to hear the
Orchestra, or was it my duty to welcome
the ‘band’ to Troon Old Parish Church?
Once I had sorted out the introductions,
the afternoon concert got underway and our young folk really enjoyed playing for you.
The congregation of Troon Old Parish Church has been so incredibly supportive to AFO in
so many ways, not least in offering a first class venue for many concerts and other fundraising
activities. The only way we in the orchestra know how to say “Thank you” is with our music
- so, we were delighted to be able to
hold this concert for the church.
In July, the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra
embarks on one of its most exciting
adventures yet: a 14-day concert tour
of Japan. The group will perform at
venues in Tokyo and Kyoto, with a
further performance in Yokohama,
which will be, coincidentally, the base
of the Scottish rugby team when it
participates in the Rugby World Cup in
Japan later this year in September, and
will be the location also of its first match. The Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra is aiming to provide
some advance Scottish publicity for the team!
Later, the Orchestra will be visiting Horishima to participate in a special event with the
Mayors for Peace organisation, which will include presentations to the Mayor of Hiroshima
on behalf of the Provost of South Ayrshire and will feature the world premier of the Orchestra’s
specially composed tune, “Lament for the Children of Hiroshima”, to be performed at the
Children’s Peace Memorial in the city and will be streamed live online.
After the final concert in Tokyo, the group will enjoy a musical workshop with the young
musicians from the Kunitachi Music Academy in Tokyo. The final performance before
returning to the UK will be at a local children’s hospital.
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As well as performing music, the group will enjoy sightseeing and cultural experiences in
various locations across Japan, including a visit to Mount Fuji, some trips on the world
renowned ‘bullet train’ and some relaxation at the famous Fuji Q Theme Park - all helping
to make the trip a once-in-alifetime experience for the young
musicians.
Unfortunately,
the
required
funding for Ayrshire Fiddle
Orchestra’s The Rising Sun Tour,
Japan 2019 has not yet been
reached. Any donations would
be very gratefully received by me
on behalf of the Orchestra on any
Sunday morning.
Thank you once again for the privilege of playing the Fund Raising Concert for Troon Old
Parish Church this year.
David Moore
www.fiddleorchestra.com				

Registered Charity SC033435

South with Scotia
Why does Troon have a close link with the exploration of Antarctica? And why do many
geographical features in the deep south have names with Scottish origins? The answers
to these and many other questions will be clear in a new exhibition at Troon Library. The
“South with Scotia” exhibition is being put on in the meeting room of Troon Library, from
the 24th June to 20th July during the Library opening hours. The display by Roger Watts
FRSGS and George Mulveny, has had the support of assistance from the Royal Scottish
Geographical Society. It tells the story of the only all-Scottish expedition to Antarctica
which sailed from Troon on 2nd November 1902 and returned to Millport, Isle of Cumbrae,
on 21st July 1904. Led by Dr William Speirs Bruce, the expedition made a huge contribution
to the scientific knowledge of Antarctica. The exhibition also looks at earlier Scottish links
with the unknown continent but is mainly concerned with the fortunes and misfortunes of
Bruce and his men. The display will be opened by Dr. Vanessa Collingridge, who has direct
experience of Antarctica and is a noted geographer, writer and broadcaster.
We do hope you can find time to visit our small but informative exhibition.
Rogers Watts FRSGS & George Mulveny
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SOUTH with SCOTIA

Exhibition in Troon Library of the
1902 voyage from Troon to Antarctica
This exhibition explains the background to Antarctic discovery and
Scotland’s part in the process. Learn about Scots who helped to open up
the unknown continent and Troon’s strong connection with the all Scottish
expedition of 1902-1904 led by Dr. William Speirs Bruce.

24th June - 20th July 2019

Troon Library South Beach, Troon, KA10 6EF
Opening Hours: Monday & Thursday 9am - 7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 9am - 5pm

Organised by Troon Talks - Roger Watts FRSGS & George Mulveny
in conjunction with South Ayrshire Council, Troon Library
with support from RSGS and the Glasgow Digital Library, University of Strathclyde.
This exhibition is entirely free to the public.
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The 1st Troon Company Boys’ Brigade Annual Display
A large number of parents, grandparents, friends and supporters packed into Troon Concert
Hall on Friday, May 3rd for another very successful annual display organised by the 1st
Troon Company of the Boys' Brigade. The proceedings got underway with the opening
parade and the inspection. This year's Inspecting Officer was Mr C. F. S. Williamson, Lord
Dean of Guild of the City of Dundee and President of the Dundee and Angus Battalion of
the Boys' Brigade.
The Company Section then impressed us with their very accurate drill which included some
particularly slick new moves. The Anchor Boys performed a real favourite, the "Shark Song"
which has a happy ending but only for sharks! Later they entertained us with an exciting
team game called "Steady Hand" which involved running to a container, collecting a ball and
returning to their team carrying the ball on top of a tube. A team made up from members
of the audience soon joined in but had no chance of winning. The Junior Section amazed us
with a remarkable display of figure marching and throughout the evening we were further
entertained by our first class Pipe Band with their rendition of a variety of traditional tunes.
The final part of the evening is always the presentation of a wide range of awards. This was
shared by both Mr and Mrs Williamson. The two top awards are the President's Badge and
the Queen's Badge. This year those receiving the President's Badge were Mason Bird, Max
Cosgrove, Robert Hervey and Mark Roberts.
The Queen's Badge, the highest award, was presented to Craig Allardyce, Jamie Anderson,
Sam Butchart, Jack Cowan, Roddy Fell, Adam Fitzpatrick, David Jack, Evan Light, Matthew
Rankine and Euan Storrie. Many congratulations to the award winners, also the boys and
to all their hard working, dedicated officers, and helpers.
Editor
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All pictures available from ronyoungphotography.co.uk
01292 316793
ronaldjyoung@mac.com
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Scottish Charity Number
SC007246

£2.00/Children Free
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Church Diary

Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday
JUNE
Sunday 9th		
Thursday 20th

Sacrament of Holy Communion		
Troon Old Golf Tourney

JULY
Sunday 28th

Informal Communion (after the service)

AUGUST
Sunday 25th

Informal Communion (after the service)

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 1st
Monday 2nd
Saturday 7th
Sunday 29th

Sunday School Session begins
Kirk Session meeting and Elders’ Communion at 7pm
Guild Coffee Morning
Harvest Thanksgiving

OCTOBER
Sunday 6th
Tuesday 8th
Sunday 27th

Boys’ Brigade Enrolment Service
Woman’s Guild Dedication Service at 7.30pm
Sacrament of Holy Communion

OFFICE BEARERS

Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon, KA10 6EB Tel: 01292 313520
Minister: Rev David Prentice-Hyers BA. MDiv. Tel: 01292 313644
Parish Associate: Rev Rona Young BD. DipEd Tel: 01292 471982
Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon. Tel: 01292 317687
andrew@fell1.freeserve.co.uk
Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. Tel: 01292 312948
Halls Convener: Mr Barry Simpson. Tel: 01292 220108
Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes. Tel: 01563 851964
Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. Tel: 01292 312658
Editor: Miss Aileen Fraser. Tel: 01292 313501
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk Scottish Charity No. SCO07246
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