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In omnibus caritas
Dear Friends,

In necessary things: Unity. 
In doubtful things:  Freedom.  
In all things:  Love.

The majority of  my  ministry 
has  been to “broad” churches, 
congregations who try to live out 
the aphorism “If our hearts are 
united in Christ, our heads don’t 
have to be”.  One of our greatest gifts is that Troon Old is a gathering of folk from 
different political, theological, sociological, epistemological and any given number 
of other “ogicals”.  Yet each Sunday I am blessed to intone those words of hospitality 
“Welcome home, Children of God”.  Jesus Christ tells us that above all else and 
before all things we are children of God.  Paul says “see what love God has for us, 
that we might be called children of God, and that is what we are”.  In Isaiah, God 
proclaims “My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations”.

I am especially thankful for you during this time of global division and local 
transition.  We are being called to model a different kind of community.  God calls 
us to be a house of prayer for all peoples open to the dangerous possibility that if our 
hearts are united in Christ, our heads don’t have to be.

“The more divided we become, the more isolated we are”, reflects a colleague in 
ministry.  It is hard work to be united in Christ even if our heads were in the same 
place.  Being Church he offers “is more art than science.  It requires more trust than 
certainty.  It demands backbone of its elders and exceptional pastoral care from its 
members”.
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Pastoral Team

During Rona Young's temporary absence from Troon Old the Pastoral Team is 
trying to carry on her good work. If you, or anyone you know, would like a visit 
from a member of the team, please contact Linda Gordon on 311254 or Sheila Sweet 
on 313807.

Thank you,

Sheila Sweet

The old Reformation motto continues to comfort and challenge us:  Unity in the 
essentials.  Yet is does not define the essentials:  Freedom in the messy bits.  Yet all of 
life and faith feels messy.  And the critical phrase for us each days is in ALL things, 
Love!

Have you ever tried to speak the truth in love?  It’s not easy.  The same colleague 
challenges us.  “People are ready to hear the truth in Love.  But they are only willing 
to accept it, if the Love with which it is expressed is equal to the truth which is 
conveyed”.  How very challenging when so much is changing around us.  We want 
to be rooted, we want to be right, and we want to move on to other things.

We might do well to remember our Reformation ancestors during this time of 
transition.  But don’t worry about memorising the Latin or figuring out who said 
it.  At first, feel free to forgo compiling a list of the essentials or cheat sheets of 
everything else.  Begin with the last bit, in all things Love.  Begin with Love and the 
rest will fall more easily in place.

In necessariis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in omnibus caritas.

In Christ,

Dave.
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Tribute to Harry Fulton

'He who sings prays twice' - Augustine of Hippo

On the 16th of January 2020 we gathered as a congregation and a community to 
mourn the death and celebrate the life of elder, Harry Fulton.  He is remembered 
as a wonderful husband, father, father-in-law, grandfather, great-grandfather, son, 
brother, colleague, director, elder, neighbour and singer.  His first and final identity 
is that of a beloved child of God.  His faith and joy in that knowledge sang through 
all that he did and all that he was to those of us blessed to know him.

At his funeral, the Rev. Eddie Simpson said that if Harry were to be remembered for 
one overarching phrase that led his vision for life it would be 'Do it right'.  How true 
it is if a job is worth doing then 'Do it right'.  As a young man he met and married 
his dear Isabel after meeting her in the Troon Male Voice Choir where she was the 
soloist.  The melody of their love rose bright and high for sixty-eight years!  They 
did it right!  A warm and close family grew from their love.  Sons Graham and Alan, 
daughters-in-law Janet and Dorothy, grandchildren and great-grandchildren form 
this living testimony to the values and priorities that Harry and Isabel embodied.  
They did it right.

Harry began his working life as a plumber and finished as a director of Gibson and 
Goold, Ayr. He pursued perfection in everything he tackled.  He expected no less 
from others and was willing to guide them along the way.  A visit to his lovely, warm 
home displays not only his plumbing and construction skills and his timeless sense 
of understated style but also his deepest priorities highlighted in the photos of his 
beloved family.

Life wasn't all work and family.  He enjoyed sport.  He was a keen Kilmarnock 
supporter and long time bowler at neighbouring Troon Bowling Club.  Then there 
was music.  He especially loved to listen to and to perform choral music.  Harry and 
Isabel were members of our church choir for forty years.  Harry was also a member 
of Troon Male Voice Choir and Dreghorn Musical Society for many decades, still 
singing in the latter when aged ninety.  

The music throughout his life never ceased.  Even now the gift of his life, the legacy 
of his love and the testimony of his faith teaches and uplifts us.  Greatly respected by 
all who knew him, Harry was known as a 'man who could tackle anything'.  Harry 
did it right.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk



At sea or home in Troon, the BB motto underpinned Iain’s faith and life. Sure, 
steadfast and full of just enough mischief to make you smile, Iain was a joy to know. 
He kept my ego in sharp check and I could always count on Iain for a heartfelt laugh 
and a good blether.

Iain was born on the 23rd of July 1944, the younger son of Neil and Elizabeth 
McColl. He was younger only by a few minutes, quickly joining twin brother Neil to 
complete the McColl family home in South Drive. It was a happy childhood.

A a boy, Iain made fast friends at school, church and in the BBs. In time a wee gang 
developed: Dougie Graham, David Bone, Donald Murray, the late Stewart Wylie 
and Robin Doak. They have been lifelong pals and are all characters in their own 
right - easy to smile, quick of wit and strong of character…fitting friends for a young 
Iain.

Too soon, Iain left school and was off to sea at the age of sixteen. In his twenty-two 
years of service to the Merchant Navy, he served on twenty-eight ships. Iain began 
as a lift boy, in time becoming a Chief Steward. 

While on shore leave, he met his dear Ruby, out on the town. She tolerated his bad 
jokes and unusual friends, seeing the sharp, dedicated and principled man that was 
Iain. In time, Iain and Ruby were married in Troon Old. A family soon came along: 
Gaynor, Barry and finally with Jamie’s arrival, the family was complete.

Iain’s time onshore was brief but enjoyable and all too soon he would receive another 
telegram calling him back to sea. At each port he would look for unique gifts for the 
family…a wee doll dressed in local garb, wooden shoes or local sweets not for sale 
in Britain.

Iain’s last cruise was in 1982 after health problems forced him to be shore-bound. 
Immensely enjoying more time with his family, he worked at several odd jobs before 
finally settling into the management of a canteen for North Ayrshire Council. Iain 
quickly had the kitchen organised and all staff eating out of his hand. “Iain, you 
work too hard!” they would say, as he sat in his office with feet propped up. Iain 
loved working in the same building as Gaynor and even got Barry a job for a wee 
while. 

Iain joined ‘The Lodge’ as a young man and immensely enjoyed the fellowship there, 
serving in many offices over the years. Equally, Iain was a devoted member of Troon 

Sure and Steadfast: A Tribute to Iain McColl
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Old, serving for many years as the beadle and latterly as an elder. Iain’s was a faith 
shown in deeds, in the way he lived his life and the commitments he made and 
kept. He was faithful and funny and so very interested in others. Iain would not 
stand for injustice, especially towards his family or a friend but he was also kind and 
thoughtful. Iain lived so fully and joyfully among us. Let us then give great thanks 
to God for Iain McColl. Amen.
Dave Prentice-Hyers

Carols by Candlelight, Cambridge-style

On the Sunday before Christmas, with some free time in Cambridge, we headed 
to the Carols by Candlelight Service at the University Church, Great St Mary’s. 
According to some Cambridge residents, it’s when it feels as if Christmas really 
begins.

Services were at 4 and 6.30pm, so we arrived (early) for the second service at 6.15. 
The nave was already full. With a choice of a side aisle or upstairs gallery, we made 
our way upstairs for a better view. Two long side galleries face across the nave. 
Seating was on fixed narrow wooden benches or forms - not the most comfortable, 
and requiring great care with candles to avoid the people in front, and hoping those 
behind looked out for us!

The Vicar announced that the Church was full for both services, perhaps 1200 
people each time. Next year they may consider a third service. We should take care 
with candles, in the expectation that the First Aiders present would have no work to 
do. We prayed for the University staff and students during the service, which was a 
service of lessons and carols.

Music was from two organs, one beside the choir and the other in an upper rear 
gallery. Keeping both in tune must be interesting! The choir had around sixty 
members, ranging from young boys and girls to adults. They processed in, carrying 
music and lighted candles, after the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City was 
sung by a nervous soloist. The congregational carols were all familiar, with the choir 
adding descants, and singing their own traditional and modern carols. A retiring 
offering was taken for the Church and Emmaus, a homeless charity (offerings 
accepted by cash or text message!).

Two days later, we were seated in the choir at Troon Old, for our own Carols by 
Candlelight service. How did it compare? More familiar and comfortable, with fewer 
nerves about candles in wooden galleries with narrow exits! The same traditional 
hymns, and inspiring choral pieces. The same wonderful sensation of worship by 
candlelight, with the hushed anticipation of Christmas morning to come.

Margaret Duncan 
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1st Troon Company Boys’ Brigade - Celebrating 100 years

The company was enrolled on the 13th November 1919. Thomas Shannon ex 32nd 
Glasgow Company was Captain with Officers Henry Fisher and Thomas Wallace. 
There were 80 boys on the roll and a 14 strong Pipe Band. Meetings were held on a 
Tuesday night in the Drill Hall while Sunday Bible Class was held in the Christian 
Mission Hall in Portland Street. The average attendance for session 1919/20 was 55 
boys at Tuesday meetings and 60 at Bible Class.

When the Company moved to Troon Old Parish Church in December 1922, roll 
numbers had declined to 12 boys. William Anderson M.A. was Captain with 
Officers John Bates M.A. and Thomas Blackwood M.A. By the late 1920s numbers 
had increased to 80 boys and 9 officers. The Company now met in the Unionist 
Halls, Bible Class being held in the Old Church Hall. Captain Anderson was a 
member of staff at Troon Higher Grade School in Barassie Street before moving to 
Ayr Academy where he held the position of Head of Maths. He was Captain of the 
1st Troon Company for 23 years.

In 1933 the Company travelled to Glasgow for the Jubilee Celebrations of the Boys’ 
Brigade which were held in Hampden Park. The boys were given a meal on arrival 
and a snack after the event in Battlefield School, the cost of the day out being 9d per 
boy.

John MacKinnon was the first boy to gain the King’s Badge (1948) while James 
Laidlaw achieved the second King’s Badge the following year. To date, the Company 
has 2 King’s Men and 280 Queen’s Men.

In 1956 a Bugle Band was formed, developing into a Trumpet Band with 14 
trumpeters and 6 drummers. When Brigade Council was held in Ayr in 1970 the 
band was invited to play at Ayr Town Hall.

The Company had a Pipe Band till the late 1940s, which led the Victory Parade in 
Troon in 1945. In 1956 the Company received a donation of £150 to restart its Pipe 
Band and a three years training period gave the Company two fine bands. The Pipe 
Band has made great progress over the years, being Scottish, British and European 
Champions in 2012 and World Champions in 2016.

The Life Boy Team was enrolled on 28th May 1930 with Jean C McInnes as Leader 
in Charge. It became a valuable feeder for the Company Section and in 1967 became 
the Junior Section for boys aged 8-11 years. The uniform was changed and the 
achievement award scheme updated to align with the Boys’ Brigade.
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Woman’s Guild

I hope you all had a good Festive Season and I send everyone best wishes for 2020.

On the 3rd of December we were entertained by Kingcase Church Praise Group.  
This was a very enjoyable evening of singing and short, funny stories.

Our first meeting of 2020 on the 7th of January was a very interesting talk given by 
Uuganna Ramsay on her life living in Mongolia to settling in the UK  and eventually 
Troon.

On the 4th of February we welcomed Adrienne Malcolm from Ayr who gave us a 
talk on the work of the charity, "Open Doors" which supports persecuted Christians 
worldwide.

March is always a busy month. Firstly we have our annual Beetle Drive on the 3rd, 
always a popular evening with a delicious supper.  The World Day of Prayer will be 
held on Friday the 6th in St Ninian's Scottish Episcopal Church, Troon at 7.00pm.  
Our Spring Fair Coffee Morning is on Saturday 14th when we will have our usual 
stalls including bric-a-brac and tombola, and of course no Guild coffee morning 

In the late 1960s a pre-junior section group called the Wayfarers was started by 
Hamish Anderson. Meetings were held in the local schools before being moved to 
the BB Hall and then to St. Meddan’s Church. The name later changed to Anchor 
Boys as the group became part of the overall Boys’ Brigade.

Summer Camps are one of the highlights of the BB year, the first camp being held 
at Balloch in July 1920. Over the years the Company has used sites in Scotland, 
England, Wales, Isle of Man, Jersey and Isle of Wight. Today’s sites are very different 
from the early days of camping where you had to put up the tents, dig latrines and 
take milk churns on a hand cart to the farm for water. Nowadays campsites are ‘walk 
in, walk out’ with showers, toilets, cookhouses and tents already erected.

It is an outstanding achievement that the 1st Troon BB Company has now reached 
the milestone of our Centenary Year. None of this would be possible without the 
dedication of staff, both past and present who voluntarily dedicated their time and 
energy to support this organisation.

George Powell, Company Captain
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Fundraising

The Fundraising Committee would like to thank all those who continue to attend 
and support all our events.

We are currently working on the 2020 programme which will include the return 
of the TOPC Table Top Sale following a hiatus of a couple of years, details to come 
soon.

We are delighted to report that over £460 was raised through our Christmas card 
delivery service and our thanks go to all those that use the service and the band of 
volunteers who support us with the delivery of the cards.

Lynn Ferguson

would be complete without our home baking stall.  All donations will be most 
welcome.

Finally, our 2019/2020 session will conclude in April with our A.G.M. and closing 
dinner, date to be arranged.

We look forward to welcoming you to all these events and thank you for your 
continued support.

Margaret Parkinson

Guild Secretary  

Copy date for the next Top Talk
is Sunday 10th May 2020
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Christian Aid
The Troon Christian Aid joint bag packing event at Morrisons Supermarket on 
Saturday 28th December 2019 raised the magnificent sum of £1,112.23 towards the 
work of Christian Aid both in the UK and abroad. Thank you to all the volunteers 
from Troon Old who so willingly gave their time to help support this event and to 
all those who generously donated on the day.

The Troon Christian Aid Committee is hoping to organise a bridge afternoon in 
2020 but in the meantime our next event will be the house-to-house collections 
during Christian Aid Week which this year will run from Sunday 10th till Saturday 
16th of May.  If you would be willing and able to help with the collections this May, 
I would be delighted if you could let me know in due course either by telephoning 
318951 or speaking to me after Sunday worship.

Thank you,
Lesley MacInnes.

Fairtrade at Troon Old
Fairtrade Fortnight will be held this year from 24th February to 8th March.  In 
support of this, we are holding a Big Brew Coffee Morning in the Church hall on 
Saturday 7th March from 10am to 12 noon.  We welcome any donations of home 
baking but most importantly, please come along and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea 
with us on the day.

This year the Fairtrade Foundation is continuing its mission to ensure that all farmers 
are paid fairly for their work and are able to earn a living income, starting with cocoa 
farmers in West Africa.  £1.86 is the amount a cocoa farmer in West Africa needs to 
earn each day in order to achieve a living income.  Currently a typical cocoa farmer 
in Cote d’Ivoire lives on around 74p a day.  Almost all cocoa farmers in West Africa 
live in poverty.  That is why the Fairtrade Foundation is campaigning for a living 
income to become a reality for cocoa farmers in West Africa.  If the members can 
work together with governments, chocolate companies and retailers to make the 
commitments and policies necessary, then they can make it happen.

Thank you, as ever, to everybody who has supported our Traidcraft stall in the 
Church hall on Sunday mornings.  I hope you will continue to come along and buy 
some of the varied products we have on sale.

Judy Irvine
Tel: 3151625162
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Our 3Ks Tour

My husband, Stewart, and I got married in 1985 and I moved to Troon. I started 
attending Troon Old Parish Church where John Webster was the minister. I became 
a primary Sunday school teacher with Dorothy Hinderwell.  For many years we 
raised funds for Dr Graham's Homes in Kalimpong, India, a name engraved on my 
heart but I never thought I'd visit.

In May 2019 after my mother-in-law passed, I went to church and in the magazine 
was a notice from John Webster asking if anyone would like to join him on his last 
3Ks tour to India in November.  I couldn't wait to tell Stewart and he was as keen as 
me.  I think that day we emailed John to tell him we would be delighted to join him.

Unfortunately, John couldn't make it but one of our fellow adventurers, Aileen 
Fraser, got the task of being our leader for the two weeks.  There were seventeen 
adults to keep in check.  The itinerary was planned by John and all our guides were 
very knowledgeable and helpful.

On November 1st we flew to Kolkata which was an assault on the senses, noisy, 
dusty, busy, colourful with smells which were very pungent to our delicate Scottish 
noses.  We were constantly on the move and some of the highlights were the Black 
Hole of Kolkata, Mother Theresa's home, the Queen Victoria Memorial, a sail on the 
Ganges and the markets (wow).  

On day four we flew to Nepal's capital, Kathmandu, full of wonderful temples but 
unfortunately still affected by the earthquake five years ago. The Nepalese are lovely 
people and we were treated to traditional dancing and local food.  Stewart and I were 
fortunate enough to take a flight to the Himalayas and Everest, a huge highlight.  As 
a group we had an elephant ride in the jungle to see rhinos in the wild and a canoe 
sail to bird watch and view a few crocodiles enjoying the sun along the banks.

After three nights in Nepal we had a two day road trip back across the border to 
India, arriving in Kalimpong, the special place we had all heard about and probably 
the main reason to go to India with John.

Dr Graham's Homes are set in a beautiful location with stunning views of the 
Himalayas and Kanchenjunga, the world's third highest mountain.  The children 
from nursery age to seventeen are educated and possibly boarding in this wonderful 
place.  All teachers and pupils speak English at school.  We were lucky enough to be 
given a tour of the Kindergarten classrooms where the children welcomed us and 
sang beautifully for us.
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Two of our party actually had lived and were educated at Dr Graham's.  Harry, now 
eighty-five and suffering from Alzheimer's, was able to relate stories and memories 
of his time here, and Maureen, who was happy to be back and revisit the dorm and 
school where she was educated. 

After three full days in Kalimpong, we moved to Darjeeling, tea country.  Set high 
in the hills, the tea bushes rest from November to April so we never saw any pickers 
but did go to a tea factory to see the process of tea from bush to cup.  In Darjeeling 
we managed to see a Bengal tiger, a real dream, albeit in a zoo, but a very well 
maintained zoo, and also the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute with details of 
Edmond Hilary's conquest of Everest.

Our second last night was spent on a first class train from Siliguri back to Kolkata 
overnight, not quite first class as I would expect but an experience none the less.  
Then a return to the mayhem of Kolkata before flying back to Scotland.

What an amazing experience!  India is quite fascinating.  Stewart and I would love to 
go back.  Thank you to John and Aileen and all the wonderful people we shared this 
awesome journey with.  It is very hard to keep this story short. There were so many 
wonderful experiences.  I hope I have been able to give you a taste of this amazing 
journey.

Namaste
Lynne Watt
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A dedicated volunteer, who is one of our 
own, has been named Troon's top citizen 
for her sterling work in the town.  Mrs 
Jean Morman, one of Troon Old's elders, 
admitted she was "honoured and touched" 
after winning the Troon Civic Award, 
becoming Troon Citizen of the Year for 
2019.

Jean is now relishing the opportunity 
of taking part in the town's top events 
throughout the year and is hoping this will 
enable her to put the work of the Hospice 
in the forefront.

After being unveiled as Citizen of the Year 
by Troon Community Council at a recent meeting, Jean said, "I am honoured and 
touched that someone has taken the time to nominate me for the award and I look 
forward to carrying out my duties.  I have been involved with the Ayrshire Hospice 
for more than thirty years, right from the time the building was being planned up 
until now. I was a teacher at Barassie Primary for thirty years and then worked at the 
day hospice for sixteen years until the summer."

She added, "I dedicate this award to the people I know who have been helping the 
Hospice since day one.  Hopefully in my role I will have an opportunity to promote 
the work which is done by the Ayrshire Hospice."

"The Hospice is a great organisation which does so much work in the community 
and I like to think it is a happy place.  It needs as much support as it can get."

Stewart McConnell

Our thanks to Stewart and our congratulations and best wishes to Jean.

Editor

Citizen Of The Year

Picture courtesy of Troon Times
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Looking Back - Looking Forward

What a wonderful day we had on Wintertainment in November last year. The sun 
shone and showed Troon at its best, with lots of events taking place throughout the 
town. The large hall of Troon Old was well used with dancing displays and musical 
items, the lesser halls serving as changing rooms and rehearsal studios. A very big 
thank you once again to all the personnel of Troon Old who supported the TCC in 
this community event.

Now what’s coming up? Well, this year we have Eastertainment. Building on the 
success of the first ever Eastertainment last year, this event takes place on Saturday 
11th April in the Walker Hall. This new family fun day, run by Troon Churches 
Together and Troon Community Council is a good way of bringing together many 
young folk, as it says on the the website:- 
Celebrating Easter, Cherishing Community and Creating Opportunities. 
Look up the website www.eastertainment.com

Many of you know that the Odd Object Competition runs over the Spring/Easter 
school holidays and this year is running from the 2nd to the 21st April. Watch out 
for the yellow forms from our five primary schools being waved around the town.

This year is the 75th anniversary of the Glasgow Taxi Outing to Troon and we hope 
you come along to see the wonderful effort made by the taxi drivers on the day. 
Look it up on the www.info@gtof.org
Now did any of you join in the Sand Castle Competition at last years Gala Day? Of 
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Ranters Press

Troon Old Parish Church 
played host to a concert 
featuring the Northumbrian 
Ranters, a very entertaining 
group of 30 young musicians 
from the Newcastle and 
Northumberland area who 
were on a concert tour of 
Scotland.

The group appeared along with 
our very own young musicians 
from the Ayrshire Fiddle 

Orchestra and a wonderful evening of traditional fiddle music was enjoyed by a 
very enthusiastic and appreciative Troon audience.

Our own Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra (AFO) were in fact the inspiration for this 
group being formed around 13 years ago and the Ranters have been performing and 
touring ever since with great success.   Their Scottish Tour includes performances in 
Glasgow, Skye and Dundee but Ranters Musical Director, Richard Johnstone, was 
pleased to tell Saturday’s audience that they insisted on their first concert of their 
tour being in Ayrshire with the AFO. 

AFO Chair, Euan Terras, commented “This is what our groups are all about - we had 
over 70 young musicians coming together  - all learning and playing tunes together, 
performing on stage, making friends and just generally being fantastic young people 
– really proud of them all”. 

David T. Moore

course if you are still young at heart, bring along some grandchildren (as I did), 
or nieces and nephews. The Gala Day weather permitting is great fun and is on 
Saturday 20th June.

That brings me back to Wintertainment - oh no! 
Advance warning Sunday 15th November.

Follow us on Facebook - Troon … the small town with the big heart.

George Mulveny on behalf of Troon Community Council.
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Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS

FEBRUARY

Sunday 23rd United Service in St Meddan’s Church at 11am
Monday 24th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

MARCH

Sunday 1st Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday 15th United Service in Portland Parish Church at 10.30a.m.

APRIL

Sunday 5th Palm Sunday Family Communion
Monday 6th - Friday 10th Holy Week Services - to be announced
Sunday 12th Easter Sunday morning service in Troon Old at 10.30am
Sunday 19th Stated Annual General Meeting of the Congregation at 11.45am
Sunday 26th Ayr Battalion of the Boys’ Brigade Parade to Troon Old

MAY 

10th-16th Christian Aid Week
Monday 25th Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm

JUNE

Sunday 7th Sacrament of Holy Communion
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