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Broken Open
There is a larger story than the 
talking heads on television. 
It's larger than the pandemic, 
politics, Brexit aftershocks or 
the US Congressional riots. 
As tight and confined as our 
world still feels, you are part 
of a larger story. It is larger 
than the hopes and fears for all 
your years. It is larger than the 
chapters you think are already 
closed. 

At this very moment, God is 
weaving a larger story for you, for me, and for this world. We tend to confine and 
define ourselves by these smaller stories. We confuse the external with the eternal, 
becoming trapped in each move of the chess piece and failing to see the whole board. 

"So, we all have bad seasons in life, and I had one in 2013," writes David Brooks. 
"My marriage had just ended…my kids had mostly left home. I lived alone in an 
apartment and I just worked. I had weekday friends, but I didn't have weekend 
friends and so my weekends were these long, howling silences. The emptiness in my 
apartment was just reflective of the emptiness in myself."  
The story he told about himself, crumbled around him, and he was set adrift.                                                                                           
"When you have bad moments in life," Brooks confesses, "you can either be broken, 
or you can be broken open."   

Each of us has known brokenness. Each of us knows others who are broken; their 
pain and grief turn inward, and they are filled with festering anger. Sooner or 
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later, that inner turmoil is visited upon others. Pain that is not transformed gets 
transmitted. Life breaks us all; you can either be broken or broken open.  

During his darkness, Brooks was invited over to friend’s house. Their son Santi had 
a friend who needed a place to stay; that friend had a friend, and that friend had a 
friend.                                                                            
"I walked in the door, there's like twenty-five around the kitchen table," 
he remembers, "a whole bunch sleeping downstairs in the basement."                                                                                                                                       
He reached out to introduce himself, and a kid said, "We don't really shake hands 
here, we hug here."   Taken aback, he confesses, "I'm not the huggiest guy on the face 
of the earth but I've been going back to that home every Thursday night I can and 
just hugging all those kids." 

They are part of a larger story that demands intimacy. It requires that you show up 
with all your mess and brokenness. They are related to one another in a profound 
and real way.  "They teach you a new way to live, which is the cure for all the ills of 
our culture,” Brooks learns,   "and which is a way of really putting relationships first, 
not just as a word, but as a reality." 

There is a larger story for David, a larger story for Santi and a larger story for you. 
It is a story that says you are more than your ego and more than your biology 
or biography. In your inner eternal depths are places yet untouched by pain and 
brokenness, places untainted and untamed by ego, hubris and the stories of a broken 
world. 

Three months ago, we entered Advent during a time of global unrest and personal 
disruption. Our crisis is more than pandemic and politics; it is communal and 
relational. It threatens to tear us from one another in lasting ways but there is a 
larger story! 

Now in the season of Lent, we begin to tell part of that story again. The journey to 
the cross and empty tomb points us to that larger story of God's love for you and 
me and the whole world. Sooner or later, life breaks us all. The question is, “Does 
it break us apart, or does it break us open? Are you open to the larger story God is 
weaving for you?” It's larger than all the talking heads. It’s larger than all the lousy 
self-press. It's larger than the failure you fear or the pain you avoid.

May you be broken open this spring, broken open to that larger story of God at 
work in you. May you be broken open each day: to the word of God in scripture, to 
the word of God among us, to the word of God within us. May you hear it! May you 
believe it! May you share it!

Adapted from, "There is a Larger Story!" 
Dave Prentice-Hyers
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Finance / Fundraising Group

At this time of year the fundraising committee is 
normally reporting on the various fun activities 
held within the church community to raise funds 
for the church; regrettably, however, like many 
other things, we have been unable to host any 
fundraising events this year.  

Hopefully we can look forward to planning some fun things for you in 2021. 
We were sorry not to be able to offer the 2020 Christmas card delivery but we look 
forward to resuming it in 2021.

It won’t come as a surprise to you that it has been a difficult year financially for 
the church; we continue to pay our regular bills and have spent an unforeseeable 
amount on essential repairs to our church and investing in essential technology that 
ensures that going forward we have the ability to enjoy worship safely within our 
church.

I would like to thank you all for continuing to give your regular offerings during 
these difficult times.

Stay safe, 

Lynn Ferguson 
TOPC Treasurer/Fundraising Convenor 

Christine Irvine

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Christine Irvine.

Christine was a dedicated member of the Guild for over fifty years, she was a 
committee member for many years and during the 1990s was coordinator of the 
afternoon meetings.  She later became treasurer and joint coordinator of the Tuesday 
evening meetings.

During all her years involved in the Guild, Christine was always a willing worker 
at our coffee mornings and, of course, her renowned pancakes were always very 
popular.  She was also an “Auntie”, looking after children while their mothers 
attended the young mothers’ group.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Christine’s family at this sad time.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

Woman’s Guild
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I am pleased to report that during these troublesome times many members managed 
to keep up their contributions.

Some changed to banker’s order, others handed in a large number of envelopes and 
some gave cheques. A big thank-you to everyone.

Because of the pandemic the envelopes for 2021 have been sent out by post in 
December (an unusual Christmas delivery). We are able to reduce the number of 
envelopes so those with numbers above 100 will find their numbers change.

If any-one wants to change to banker’s order or start to give by donation envelope 
then please get in touch with me. 
Best regards,

Tom Bonnes
tel. 01563 851 964
mob. 0771 761 6198.
15 Earl Rise, Dundonald, Kilmarnock KA2 9JJ

Re-opening of the Troon Old Parish Sanctuary

Donation Envelopes

During this Coronavirus pandemic, our regular format of worship has had to be 
adapted and initially was restricted to an online version only. However, relaxation 
of lockdown regulations back in the summer allowed us to combine both in-person, 
up to a legal maximum of fifty people, and online options of worship. With Kirk 
Session approval, a small team of church members facilitated the  re-opening of the 
sanctuary for Sunday worship and restarting on 26th July, we were able to offer two 
reflective services of approximately twenty minutes in length, beginning at 9:15am 
and 10:30am. These services have contained a variety of worship forms including 
prayers and scripture readings, short videos, organ and fiddle music played 
respectively by our talented organist Andrew and accomplished choir master David, 
hymns sung by our virtual choir, as well as reflective words from our minister Rev. 
David Prentice-Hyers.

To aid health and safety in line with direction from the Scottish Government and the 
Church of Scotland, a variety of measures were put in place. With the result, hand 
sanitiser dispensers were a familiar sight at the doors as were stewards taking contact 
tracing details from congregation members and showing them to pews bearing “sit 
here” signs. While initially, it felt rather strange greeting each other wearing face 
coverings, we quickly grew used to it and admired the array of stylish and colourful 
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Virtual Choir

Our Choir has been able to enjoy singing together over the past few months by 
forming a Virtual Choir to create items of praise for the church's online Sunday 
services.  The members are very pleased to have their own You Tube Channel.

When services resumed in church the videos were also able to be used during 
worship since congregational singing is not yet possible.  Friends from Portland 
Choir have also been able to add their voices and now the videos are used in Portland 
Church as well.

The idea came from choir member, Brian Duncan, who uses his IT skills and 
experience to bring together recordings of the individual voices to make the final 
choral sound.

Special occasions have also been marked as when a choir gathered from churches 
across Troon and Dundonald came together to participate in singing "Abide with 
me" for Remembrance.

There has been an excellent response from the congregation who have appreciated 
hearing and seeing the choir again despite not being able to experience them in the 
way we normally do.

Andrew McConnell
Organist

face masks which were on display on a Sunday morning. Congregation members 
also commented on feeling very ‘safe’ in church.

The number of people attending in-person worship on Sundays steadily grew 
throughout the summer and autumn and we were delighted to welcome you all 
back. To aid an informed decision about which service to attend, we maintained a 
traffic lights visual on our website which gave an indication of availability at each of 
the previous week’s services. We increasingly set these at amber and sometimes even 
red which was a very positive sign of attendance.

Therefore, it was with much regret that we had to suspend our in-person Sunday 
worship from 26th December 2020, returning to the online option, as the country 
re-entered lockdown restrictions. Hopefully, by the time this goes to print we will 
be looking forward to returning to Level 3 or lower protection levels and opening 
up our sanctuary again soon.
Troon Old Re-opening Team



6

Harvest / Foodbank

Since the beginning of the pandemic, South Ayrshire 
Foodbank has continued to operate although we 
have been limited in the  number of volunteers that  
we can have working both in the warehouse and the 
hubs. We are socially distanced and wearing all the 
correct PPE.

In  2020  we took in a staggering amount of food 
from the general public, churches and other groups. 
We also received large donations from all of the major supermarkets. A total of over 
100,000Kgs was donated over the year and we have distributed more than 80,000Kgs 
of that, feeding nearly 6,000 people.

Although furlough has been extended many businesses may not return to normal 
or employ less staff, so we anticipate that our support will be increasingly required 
in the next few months.
There are a number of churches in South Ayrshire which have been in training or 
have made enquiries about opening foodbanks. We will be supporting them as soon 
as we can complete training of volunteers and assessment of premises. This would 
bring the number of hubs to nine or ten.

We greatly appreciate your continued support. Donations can be handed in to the 
church hall on a Friday between 12 noon and 2.00pm.  Morrisons also have bags of 
food for donations which you can buy with your own shopping and then place in 
the designated  trolley at the front of the shop.

Joy Allan

Christian Aid
Brief update of 2020 activities and looking forward to 2021

For seventy five years Christian Aid has been standing with the poorest of our 
neighbours, with people of all faiths and none.  Together we have been standing up 
for dignity, equality and justice, even when that has been virtually and separately.  For 
many 2020 was one of the most difficult years in living memory.   The coronavirus 
pandemic changed health systems and economies in every society, stretching some 
to breaking point.  At the same time the climate crisis continued to grow more 
deadly.
There is no denying the severe impact this has had, and continues to have, on 
communities around the world- especially those battling poverty,  but even in the 
toughest moments, love gives hope.
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Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal centered around climate change, with stories drawn 
from  work in Ethiopia. In particular they  highlighted their work in partnership 
with the Scottish Government to increase resilience against locust swarms. There’s 
a blog on the website where you can learn more about the climate link and about 
the project:  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/locusts-coronavirus-and-climate-change 

Churches across the UK sang Carols for Christian Aid, including “When Out of 
Poverty is Born”, on the first Sunday of Advent (29 November). You can find the 
lyrics and a video of the song on our website: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/scotlandchristmas  
That same Sunday, Sally Foster-Fulton and Church of Scotland Moderator Rev Dr 
Martin Fair led an online Advent service preparing us for December.  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/scotlandchristmas  

As you know, volunteers from the Churches in Troon were neither able to carry 
out house to house collections in May 2020, nor host lunches during Christian Aid 
week due to the pandemic. 

Regretfully May 2021 will still look a bit different.  We still have to contend with 
coronavirus and whatever social distancing restrictions are in place to keep us all 
safe.  However with a little creativity, we can all rise to the challenge for Christian 
Aid week (10th to 16th May)
Instead of house to house collections of Christian Aid’s red envelope we can donate 
digitally by following this link 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

Due to popular demand Quiztian Aid will return on Saturday 8th May. 7pm.  This 
on-line fun filled quiz is suitable for all the family! Sign up at:-
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week/virtual-events

For further information on the Lent and Easter Appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/lent-easter-appeal
Lesley MacInnes

Remembrance

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Season of Remembrance 
was quite different this year, there being no parade, public 
ceremony at the cenotaph or Troon-wide service in church. 
However, here at Troon Old Parish, we still managed to 
commemorate Remembrance in a meaningful way.

In partnership with Royal British Legion Scotland, Troon 
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Old was privileged to host a Remembrance Service which was recorded in the 
sanctuary on Sunday 1st November. This service, which was not one of public 
worship, was conducted by Rev David Prentice-Hyers and attended by the Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant David Dickson, Dr Philippa Whitford MP and John Scott MSP 
as well as representatives from various organisations. The service which would go 
online the following Sunday, included all the usual remembrance dedications of 
wreath presentation, scripture readings, prayers, choral singing and traditional 
remembrance music.

On Remembrance Sunday, 8th November, two services at Troon Old Parish 
Church took place as usual at 9.15am and 10.30am, with elements of remembrance 
incorporated, after which the wreaths presented during the online service were 
transferred to the Troon Cenotaph by RBL members. At 11am, members of 
the public were invited to stand for a two minutes silence in their own outdoor 
environment and not at the cenotaph.

The pre-recorded Remembrance Service went online through our website at 
11.15am and again on Remembrance Day, Wednesday 11th November. This online 
service has been very widely viewed, as has the video of our virtual choir singing 
“Abide With Me.”

Morar Blair

Candlelight Service

Photograph 2019 courtesy
of Rev Douglas Moore

We were delighted to be in the position of offering 
four alternating in-person Christmas Eve Services, 
jointly with Portland Parish Church, just before we 
returned to lockdown regulations on Boxing Day.

The two services held in Troon Old, at 3.00pm and 
7.00pm were meticulously organised, with tickets 
allocated through an online booking service, and 
while inevitably quieter than our usual Candlelight 
Service, very well attended by appreciative 
congregation members. Upon arrival, worshippers were welcomed at the door, 
invited to collect a LED votive candle on their way into the sanctuary and personally 
escorted to their seats. 

The church was tastefully decorated for Christmas with an appropriately smaller 
tree which reflected the current circumstances and of course, our much-loved 
nativity scene, while the glow from the LED candles created a lovely atmosphere 
within the sanctuary. 
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Dave and Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers did a fantastic job of jointly leading 
worship in a service which delighted with choral music from Marr Capella and 
our Virtual Choir, as well as live seasonal music by organist Andrew McConnell 
and fiddler David Moore. Another musical highlight was a video of Scott Watson 
singing ‘O Holy Night’ and finally the service was rounded off with the Virtual Choir 
singing traditional favourite ‘O Come All Ye Faithful.’

The Candlelight Service was indeed a wonderful way to begin Christmas!
Morar Blair

Current Situation
As Top Talk goes to print, yet again we are in lockdown regulations and our in-
person worship has had to be suspended until such times as we return to Level 3 or 
lower protection levels. Online Sunday Services continue to go live weekly through 
our website at 9.15am and can also be accessed via our Facebook page and through 
our Dial-a-Podcast service 01292 434504.

A particularly popular feature of our online services is the Virtual Choir, consisting 
of a combination of choir members from Troon Old, Portland and Dundonald 
Parish Churches. These choir videos entitled “The Lockdown Series” can be accessed 
through our website.

Church Website Address: www.troonold.org.uk 
Church Office: 01292 313520    Minister: 01292 313644  
Email addresses: office@troonold.org.uk       minister@troonold.org.uk

Saturday Cafe

Well, folks, it's been such a long time, nearly a year, since we met up at the Cafe.  I 
have so missed our weekly 'catch ups' and the kitchen words of wisdom and laughter 
when we put the world to rights.  I pray that you are all well and that we will all get 
together sooner rather than later in this new year.   As the vaccination programme 
seems to be rolling out quickly (I have had mine!), we truly are beginning to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel.  In the meantime if you are feeling down or lonely and 
would like a chat, feel free to phone me on 315844.  As we approach Easter, I would 
like to wish you all God's blessings at this time.

Sandra Pirie
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Garden Support
Hello everyone, we really enjoy our work of keeping the grounds of Troon Old 
Parish Church looking good. However due to Coronavirus we are a bit depleted in 
numbers. Could we ask for some additional volunteers to assist us in our ongoing 
work?

 

Our Gardens are always very much appreciated by our members, locals and visitors 
to the town. 
(Photographs of last summer’s results).

Contact Barry 07982 943547
On-going Support

In spite of the restrictions imposed on us by the pandemic, since the autumn we 
have been able to continue to support of a number of our regular charities.  At the 
end of September when we were open in a limited way, we held our annual Harvest 
Thanksgiving with all donations going to the Foodbank. 

As in previous Novembers we were able to support the Blythswood Care Shoebox 
Appeal with forty-four boxes which were sent to their hub in Irvine where from all 
over the area a total of 6,359 shoeboxes were collected, the last batch being sent out 
at the end of November to the very poor country of Moldova in eastern Europe. 

Restrictions meant that we were unable to send gifts to the children and young 
people who attend the club in Church House, Bridgeton so instead we sent a 
donation of £500 to help ensure that they did not go without presents at Christmas.

We continue to support Carol in Dr Graham's Homes in Kalimpong.  Although the 
school, as all schools in West Bengal, has been closed for many months, a number 
of our sponsored children including Carol stayed on although she did eventually 
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return home for Christmas.  Before then, however, we were able to give her presents 
of warm clothing.  It can be very chilly in Kalimpong at this time of year.  Hopefully, 
the school will re-open soon.

We have not been able to support Christian Aid as normal in the past year but 
in her article Lesley explains how you can donate to help them continue with the 
vital work they carry out throughout the world.  Meanwhile, although Fairtrade 
Fortnight ran from 22nd of February until the 7th of March, there was, of course, 
no coffee morning.  Val Gwynne, however, will be happy to provide you with the 
Tradecraft Spring catalogue and take orders.  For example, the Real Easter eggs can 
be donated to the Foodbank.  Val can be contacted on 01292 313239.

All these organisations which carry out such valuable work very much appreciate 
your continued support.

Editor

Finally

Those of us involved with Top Talk regret that we have been unable to produce 
the magazine for some considerable time owing to the restrictions imposed by 
the pandemic.  We would really like to know what you have been up to, achieved, 
whatever, during our many lockdowns.  Maybe you have learned to speak Spanish, 
brushed up your Gaelic, cleaned every cupboard in the house, re-organised the 
garden or like  me totally connected with the following conversation.

A lovely chap , during lockdown, asked his friend what he was doing to-morrow.  
The reply came back "nothing."   But said the chap "you did that yesterday."  "Yes" 
said the friend "but I didn't finish it."

Editor
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