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All the Saints?
"I really only love God as much 
as I love the person I love the 
least."

Dorothy Day's blistering 
blessing pulls back the truth 
that we are all God formed, God 
loved and God framed - not just 
the ones with spotless robes 
and pristine wings and not just 
the ones we want to love or 
long to love or try to love. She 
challenges us to hold a light up 

to all those we failed to love, all those broken-spirited saints stumbling their 
way to Jerusalem and all the crooked and questionable saints through whom 
God still hits a pretty good lick. To be honest, those are my favourite saints!  

We build and rebuild on what has come before. We live, love, grow and thrive 
standing on the shoulders of those second-hand giants, the ones struggling 
to remain upright. The call of Christ and the assurance of grace push back 
against the stark individualism of our present theological moment. We 
belong to God and we belong to each other across all of time and space.  

We root ourselves in the eternity of love knowing that those who love us 
never really leave us. Yet, that assurance doesn't bypass or belittle the reality 
of our grief. Sometimes it is a burden to be shared or at least heard and held. 
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Proclaiming the eternity of love does not negate our need today for the 
healing of the heart. It hurts to say that we belong to each other, and God 
knows it. 

Jesus is not only attentive to our pain but shares in our grief. Few are the more 
profound self-disclosures of the incarnation than to hear "Jesus Wept." Ours 
is not an unmoved mover. God feels and God cries. God suffers Pro-Nobis. 
God suffers with us and for us.

Ours is a continued season of profound, prolonged and disorienting grief. 
We may find ourselves being bone-tired yet unable to calm the mind and 
heart to receive deep rest. God shares that restless love and God hears the 
prayer of our sighs too deep for words. Our God is venerable with us. There 
are no forgotten names in the heart of God. There are no tears left unshed 
and no unmarked graves. Jesus is both grief bearer and life bringer. 
 
Rooting ourselves in such grace enables us to pilot the myriad passages of 
grief, not to banish it but to find life in its midst. Jesus brings us from death 
to life - a real-life today and life beyond the edge of tomorrow.

Jesus brings us from death to life. That's the cry we hear before his friend's 
tomb. "Lazarus, come out!" Jesus calls us forth from all the tombs of this 
world, from all the big and small ways in which we die, to life, to love, to joy 
and to ourselves. God does not simply call us to life but liberty. Out comes 
Lazarus alive but bound and so Jesus calls for us to unbind others. We live in 
a world bound by fear, anger, hatred and scarcity - all false tombs, all ties that 
bind us away from the depth of joy, the course of conviction, the obligations 
of love. Jesus calls us to be unbound and to be free to serve, free to live and 
free to participate in the unbinding of others. 

From what tombs might God be calling you? What ties are binding those 
around you? Something other than God? Something other than joy? 
Something other than life? We belong to each other, just as we belong to 
God. God is both grief bearer and life-bringer. There are no forgotten names 
in the heart of God. AMEN.

Dave Prentice-Hyers
All Saints 2021



Tributes

Bill Allan
Bill Allan was born on 26th July 1932 in Carntyne, Glasgow. The family 
moved to England and then back to Glasgow where Bill attended Whitehill 
Primary School.
Bill served his time in the Army during his National Service and he worked 
for many years as sales manager for IBM – International Business Machines. 
He worked in Hamilton but also had many trips abroad through the course 
of his work. Later on in his working life, Bill was an estate agent, also in 
Hamilton.
Bill and Margaret met at ‘the dancing’ in Glasgow and were married on 18th 
July 1956 in Blantyre. Today we thank God for the sixty-five years they shared 
together as husband and wife. They had a daughter Sandra and then twins 
Karen and Stewart.
In due course, the grandchildren came along – Ewan, Fraser, Kirsty, Matthew, 
Dominic, Olly, Patrick and Andy. Bill had one great grand-daughter, Sophia.
It was in 1971, fifty years ago now, that the family moved to Ayrshire – first 
to Carrick Road and then to 28 Arran Gardens.
Bill was very interested in football, his son-in-law Marco saying that he was 
a ‘footballaholic!’ In his younger days Bill played football for the Scottish 
Boys Team and he was very proud of that. He was the goalkeeper and was a 
staunch Kilmarnock supporter for so many years. He used to love a Saturday 
afternoon listening to the sport on the radio – or as Bill used to call it, ‘the 
wireless.’
Bill also really enjoyed indoor bowling at the Indoor Bowling Club in 
Prestwick and he was a very keen gardener. Moreover…how he loved his 
cars! He looked after them so well and I’m told that he even cleaned the 
wheel hubs with a toothbrush!!
Bill was always immaculate, wearing his suit, collar and tie for work but 
once home he changed and would hang up his good suit. He had the right 
outfit for the right occasion - his painting outfit, his bowling shoes and 
his gardening shoes. Everything was so well looked after and Bill was also 
extremely organised. In the garage Bill could find anything he was asked for 
immediately, it all being very neat and tidy.
Bill also enjoyed singing – Shirley Bassey being a great favourite and he 
still loved the music from ‘Paint Your Wagon’ and in particular the song 
‘Wandering Star.’
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Karen told me that at her wedding, Bill said that unlike the other speakers he 
was not going to tell any jokes. “I’m not a funny man!” he said. However, he 
spoke so well and from the heart that everyone ended up in tears.
I also heard about the time that Sandra and Karen were going to a keep-fit 
class. As Sandra picked up Karen at home they both heard from their mother 
that Bill’s car had broken down on the Fenwick Moor. Bill had phoned the 
garage he used in Hamilton and he was told that the mechanic would come 
and drive Bill’s car back to the garage while Bill could drive the mechanic’s 
car back to Troon. Sandra and Karen set off to the Fenwick Moor where they 
found their Dad beside the car from the garage. They were speaking to him 
when a police car drew up and an officer asked if everything was all right. 
“That man has taken my car,” said Bill, “and I’m not at all happy about it!”                                     
Bill meant that he was worried that his car might break down again but the 
police officer radioed ahead, presuming that the car had been stolen!
Bill was ordained an elder on 1st May 1969 and was the senior elder in Troon 
Old Parish Church, having been admitted to the Kirk Session here on 15th 
September 1983. He was a very popular elder, being a great example of a 
truly fine elder and is still fondly remembered by members of the districts he 
visited over the years. Bill really enjoyed visiting his districts and remembered 
the names of many people. I know that if there were any new members of the 
Kirk Session, Bill always took a keen interest in them by his encouragement 
and support. One Kirk Session member told me how supportive Bill was, 
when she was speaking in church in front of the congregation.
Bill held the position of Stewardship Convener for a while and I know 
that both he and Margaret really enjoyed being able to take part in the 
Communion Services held in the Walker Avenue Community Centre after 
the main services in the church. Bill had his own deep faith.
Bill enjoyed the Probus Club meetings and during his long retirement, he 
had much more time to spend with his grandchildren than when his own 
family was young. I’m told that he even changed their nappies! He loved 
them all so much and they are all going to miss their papa.
As Bill worked abroad on so many different occasions, he preferred to holiday 
in Scotland. Having said that, he and Margaret were over in Germany on many 
occasions to see Stewart and the family and they also had a special holiday in 
New Zealand to visit Margaret’s sister. In the past, Bill and Margaret enjoyed 
holidays in Scotland with Tom and Meta Matthews.
I was really privileged to conduct Bill’s funeral service in Troon Old Parish 
Church. Bill and Margaret were so supportive of me before I was accepted 
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Tom Robb 
Thomas Logan McLaren Robb was born on 26th October 1932 to John and 
Mary Robb in the Ayrshire village of Muirkirk. Second youngest of five, 
he joined older sisters Jean and Betty and older brother Bill, with younger 
brother Mark following later. Tom’s father was a coal miner, originally from 
Londonderry in Northern Ireland and his mother a housewife who sadly 
died when Tom was quite young. Hemmingway says, “Life breaks us all, 
some grow stronger in the broken places,” and the Robbs did. The family was 
warm and close-knit, Tom and Mark having a particularly close relationship. 
No doubt this formed part of that strong foundation Tom brought to his own 
family.                                                                        
In the late 1930s the Robb family moved to Troon when John Robb took up 
a position with the railway. Tom loved his time at Troon Primary and equally 
his years at Marr College, recalling a happy childhood spent with friends, 
playing football and golf as well as many a bracing swim at the outdoor 
swimming pool. Tom made many lifelong friends including Tommy Donald 
and Jimmy Cooper as well as the unforgettable Gertie Kelly. 
Like so many of his generation Tom left school at fourteen years and had 
various jobs, ranging from cinema projectionist to Post Office telegram boy. 
In the latter he worked alongside childhood friend Jimmy Cooper, their 
mischievous antics bringing smiles to the faces of many Troon folk. Soon 
afterwards Tom became an apprentice electrician with Kelly’s of Troon, 
qualifying in the early 1950s.
Tom’s step-mother used to tell the story that Tom always had a great appetite 
and thoroughly enjoyed his food (a fact known by all of Tom’s family!). She 
would prepare a pile of sandwiches every morning for him to take to work but 
invariably he’d have them eaten during the morning and then come back home 
for lunch!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

for the ministry and when I started work here as the Parish Associate. When 
given my list of members to visit, my first visit was to 28 Arran Gardens to 
see Bill and Margaret Allan.
Special thanks go to all members of the family and Karen, living the nearest 
was so involved in caring for Bill. 
Bill always looked after Margaret and was very protective of her. In so many 
ways he was a private man, as we all know, but such a lovely man who will be 
sorely missed.
Rona Young
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Around this time Tom, along with a group of friends decided to emigrate to 
Canada. He was accepted and his papers were in order when one afternoon, 
Tom caught the eye of a young woman and all plans to go to Canada were 
scrapped. Morar remembers her mum simply saying, “Your Dad was in Tog’s 
Café in Troon with a group of his friends, while I was there with some of mine. 
We kept catching each other’s eye and smiling shyly at one another!” and that 
was how it all started. Their first date found them in the cinema where Tom 
presented Amorie with a box of chocolates which in her nervousness, she 
opened upside down, spilling them all out. In time love won over anxiety 
and many happy evenings were spent dancing at the Town Hall on a Saturday 
night. 
In the 1950s Tom also saw conscription and was stationed at Catterick in 
North Yorkshire with the Royal Signals. He described the experience as tough 
but had many fond memories of his time and particularly the camaraderie. 
Tom was made corporal early on because of his dependable and personable 
nature and later offered the rank of sergeant to stay on as a full-time army 
recruit. However, a military life was not for Tom and he returned to Troon 
and of course, Amorie.                                                                                                        
Tom and Amorie became engaged and on 30th August 1958 they were 
married at Alloway Parish Church. They bought their house in Donald 
Crescent, Troon where they lived for the rest of their married life. Daughter 
Morar was born in 1962 followed by David in 1966. Tom was a family man, 
his wife and children being the very centre of his life. As a father, he was 
always fully supportive of their endeavours and extremely proud of their 
achievements. 
Tom and Amorie enjoyed an active social life together and had many 
friends. They spent a lot of time with Tom’s brother Mark and his wife Betty, 
frequently attending dinner dances together. New Year parties at Tom and 
Amorie’s house also became an annual event for the extended family. 
                                                                                                                                                             
Tom joined the Civil Service and began working for the Department of the 
Environment with whom he remained for most of his career, becoming a 
supervisor within his department. Tom was described by work colleagues as 
an ‘electrical wizard’ as there was never an electrical problem that he could not 
solve. He was also known for the very fair way in which he managed staff and 
was often assigned ‘difficult’ employees because of his skill in getting the best 
out of people.                                                                                                                                                                                 
In 1979 Tom applied for and was awarded a ‘Tour of Duty’ in Gibraltar, the 



7

family moving over there in the summer of that year and experiencing quite 
a different way of life and climate from that of Troon. Tom and Amorie made 
new friends in Gibraltar, becoming close friends of Paul and Linda Sturgess 
from Norfolk. This friendship would continue for the next 42 years, the two 
couples meeting up and holidaying together on a yearly basis.                                                                                                                 
Tom and Amorie welcomed son-in-law Alan into the family when Morar and 
he were married in August 1986.  Tom was over the moon when grandson 
David was born in 1991 and then again when grand-daughter Julia came 
along in 1992. He was always a very hands-on Grandpa and would spend 
hours playing with his grandchildren and taking them to the swing-park. 
David and Julia say that their grandparents’ house was one of their happiest 
places. Tom took phased retirement in his early sixties, retiring fully in 1997 
and this gave him more time to spend with family.
Tom was always very fond of sport. In his younger days he played football and 
he loved his golf which he played throughout his life only really giving it up 
in March. He won several trophies at various golf tournaments throughout 
the years and particularly enjoyed participating in the annual Troon Old Golf 
Tournament. Tom was an accomplished darts player as well and there were 
few card games he didn’t know. Grandson David has many happy memories 
of playing golf with his Grandpa even though the early tee-off times that 
Tom preferred, required them to get up at the crack of dawn often leaving 
the house in the dark. 
When Amorie’s health declined Tom devotedly cared for her at home for 
many years and although broken-hearted when she passed away in 2016, he 
continued to live a full and active life supported by family and friends. He 
enjoyed several holidays at home and abroad with his son David, visiting 
New York, Barcelona, Majorca, Gibraltar and Vienna as well as sailing across 
the water to Arran. Alan and Morar also have very happy memories of time 
spent with Tom in Blackpool and of another holiday at the home of Paul and 
Linda in Southrepps, Norfolk. Tom enjoyed regular Sunday dinners cooked 
by his friend Bernard while Monday mornings would see Tom in the Poppy 
Room tucking into a scone with Tommy Donald and his brother Grant, 
seated at their usual corner table.                                                                                                            
Tom still loved to be involved with his family and would set aside all else for 
them. Each night when possible, Tom would phone David, just for a quick 
check in to hear his son’s voice and enquire about his day. Julia also recalls 
finding out at the last minute that all trains from Troon to Glasgow were 
cancelled on the day of her final university exam. Her first thought was to 
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phone her Grandpa for help and duly enough he collected her and breaking 
every speed limit, he raced to Kilmarnock Station arriving just in time for 
her to catch the Glasgow train from there. Julia arrived at the exam hall with 
minutes to spare thanks to Grandpa! Then Tom was every inch the proud 
Grandpa when Tom and Julia were married in September of last year and the 
family has very happy memories of that special day.   
Tom was always a man of strong Christian faith. He joined Troon Old Parish 
Church soon after he and Amorie were married and was ordained an elder 
here in 1982. Tom carried out his elder duties diligently and I remember 
clearly Tom and cronies working the food stall at the summer fete, genuine 
smile on his face, kindness in his voice, and strength in his grip. He was a true 
gentleman and a gentle man. Indeed, Tom continued to carry out door duty 
right up until Lockdown and rarely missed church on a Sunday morning. 
                                                                                                                                                             
Latterly the love and dedication Tom poured out to others came rushing 
back in abundance when he needed it the most. Tom’s illness was short and 
following a month in hospital this August, he got his wish and came back 
home to Donald Crescent where he was supported by family and carers to 
be as independent as possible. It was there, in his beloved home, that Tom 
Robb passed away in the loving care of his family on the night of 6th October, 
having enjoyed a long, full and happy life.
Dave Prentice-Hyers
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Special Sunday Services

Recommencement of Single Sunday Service
We were delighted to welcome back so many members, regular worshippers and 
visitors to our single in-person Sunday morning service on 5th September and 
indeed these numbers steadily increased over the following Sundays. There was 
such a lovely and happy atmosphere in the sanctuary as we returned to our single 
service, with pew cushions making seating more comfortable while live choir music 
and congregational hymn singing uplifted us all. Catching up with friends over 
tea/coffee in the main hall after the service was another long-awaited pleasure. We 
continue to exercise caution however, and so in place of a paper order of service, all 
information and intimations are displayed on screens as are the words of the hymns 
as church hymn books are still absent from pews. 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
We held a special service of thanksgiving and 
fellowship on 26th September. This service 
which was very well attended included its 
usual children’s address, Sunday School 
having restarted two weeks previously and 
resulted in a wonderful collection of items 
for the Foodbank. Following the service, the 

congregation was invited to the church hall where we all received a generously filled 
‘goody bag’ as well as a scotch pie and tea/coffee/juice as preferred.

Remembrance Sunday
This year’s Remembrance Service on 14th November, while 
not on the scale of those which we held in the pre-covid 
days, nevertheless approached our traditional format and 
contained the usual remembrance elements. We were 
happy once again to receive flag bearers from the various 
organisations and we listened to Bible readings which were 
delivered by their representatives. The order of service, 
hymns and prayers were displayed on the screens.

Morar Blair
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Copy date for the next Top Talk
is Sunday 14th February 2022

The Guild

We were delighted to begin our 2021/2022 session on Tuesday, 19th of October, 
with a very meaningful Dedication Service conducted by the Rev. Mary Elizabeth 
Prentice-Hyers.  We would like to thank her for such a lovely service, and also our 
organist, Andrew McConnell.

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of three of our dedicated 
members, Muriel Mounfield, Wilma Steel and  Elizabeth Hendry.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with their families at this sad time.

At our meeting on the 2nd of November we enjoyed a Bingo night with numbers 
being called by Hugh McKergow. Thank you to Hugh for making this such a fun 
night.

Our Christmas Fair Coffee Morning was held on Saturday, 20th of November. As a 
result of Covid restrictions being slightly lifted, we were allowed to have a number 
of stalls, including the Tombola and Home Baking, but because of the pandemic 
we were only allowed to accept donations of baking from a few of our ladies who 
have completed the Church of Scotland online Food Hygiene Course. The Coffee 
Morning was a well attended, successful, happy event. 

At the time of writing, we are looking forward to our Christmas Dinner in the 
Piersland Hotel which I am sure will be enjoyed by all.

We have decided, owing to the continuing restrictions, not to have our January or 
February meetings.  We will resume again on Tuesday, 1st of March 2022, with our 
Beetle Drive which is always a very popular evening.

We look forward to welcoming you all at these events.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary
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Saturday Cafe

It is so good to be able to say that the Cafe has been back now for 3 months. 
We have had to change our way of working to accommodate the new rules, 
but I think we have all got the hang of it now! We have to comply to keep 
everyone safe.

I would like to give a big THANK YOU to all the volunteers who run the 
Cafe. They do a great job and it's lovely to share in the 'kitchen camaraderie' 
again! We could do with a few more volunteers for Group 1 and Group 4(the 
boys group). Please phone me or talk to me any time if you think you could 
help.

It has been super to welcome our customers, old and new, into our midst 
again - especially as we can offer home baking. Several of our ladies have 
gained the food handlers certificate necessary for us to bake again. Thanks to 
them for giving of their time and talents yet again.

I know that some of our friends are feeling a bit wary of coming back out into 
the community again. If anyone feels a bit down or would just like a wee chat 
please phone me on 315844 or Aileen Fraser on 313501

May God's Blessings be with you at this Christmas time and best wishes for 
a happy healthy 2022.

“We will be back”

If COVID-19 restrictions allow, the Fundraising Committee plan to hold an After-
noon Tea with musical entertainment provided by own organist and choirmaster.
Musical Afternoon Tea 
 
Saturday January 29th@ 2.30pm in the 
Church Hall tickets £7

Lynn Ferguson

Fundraising
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Questions

1. What are the halls decked with in the well-known Christmas carol?
2. According to "O Come All Ye Faithful" what time was Jesus born?
3. According to the carol, when did "Good King Wenceslas" look out?
4. Which Christmas carol contains the words "Holy infant so tender         
              and mild"?
5. What are the cattle doing in "Away in a Manger"?
6. Which Christmas carol contains the line "O tidings of comfort and      
               joy"?
7. Which carol contains the chorus that starts "The rising of the sun,        
             The running of the deer"?
8. The carol "Silent Night" was written in which country?
9. Which Christmas carol contains the following words "In fields      
             where they lay keeping their sheep"?
10. Which Christmas carol contains the line "Star of wonder, star of            
             night"?

Answers can be found on page 15 - No cheating!

Christmas Carol Quiz
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Over the last  twenty months members of the Congregation and those who 
watched online have been treated on  Sundays to beautiful music.  Beautiful 
music, made by David and the members of T.O.P. Choir, sometimes joined 
by others. It can't have been easy rehearsing on line and our thanks have to 
go to them for all the many hours it must have taken.  Thanks too to Brian 
for assembling (I am sure there is a more technical term!) the great videos 
enjoyed by so many far and wide. Now we are back to more "normal" services 
we can once again enjoy our excellent live choir. Music has such a calming 
and uplifting effect and I'm sure helped many of us in the more difficult days. 
So our heart felt thanks must go to all the choir for their extremely hard work.  

David and Andrew, you also gave us much pleasure with their duets. It is 
such a pity that they are not continuing.

To Andrew, whose playing of the organ has been a mainstay of all our 
services, an enormous thank you. He chooses the music so carefully to suit 
many different occasions and moods.

On behalf of the Session, the congregation and all who watched and listened 
to your excellent music our grateful thanks. We are extremely fortunate at 
Troon Old to have so many talented people.
Jean Morman

TOPC Music Makers

Traidcraft was founded in 1979 by a group of Christians who wanted to 
challenge the deep injustices embedded in global trade.  They work with 
farmers and artisans and are enabling them and their families to not just to 
survive but to thrive.

Although there are no Traidcraft stalls planned to take place in the near 
future, I have catalogues available and will be happy to accept orders for 
anything from food items to homeware and gifts.  Please contact me if you 
would like a catalogue.

Judy Irvine
Tel: 315162

Traidcraft
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Once again a big thank you, from Troon Community Council to Troon 
Old Parish Church for all their support on Sunday 21st November. TCC 
was delighted that the Wintertainment took place at all, especially with the 
sad loss of our Chair, Helen Duff. This year we had to restrict numbers and 
thanks to Troon Old’s booking system, this ran smoothly. My personal thanks 
to Dave, Barry, Brian, Andy, Gordon and the wonderful ladies who cleaned 
and sanitised the hall between performances. They had great help with two 
volunteers from TCC sanitising the changing rooms.  
Ron Young took some photographs on the day and you can see the full 
selection by going on-line to his website www.ronyoungphotography.co.uk  
going down the left hand column to Your Photographs and clicking Events. 
Then all you have to do is click on the Wintertainment icon and enter your 
e.mail address. In the meantime here are a few pics of the events in full swing.

George Mulveny, specialist co-opttee TCC

Troon's Wintertainment 2021
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Answers 

1. Boughs of holly
2. Morning
3. On the Feast of Stephen.
4. Silent Night
5. Lowing
6. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
7. The Holly and the Ivy
8. Austria
9. The First Noel
10. We Three Kings
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OFFICE BEARERS

Church Diary
Christmas at Troon Old Parish Church

Saturday 11th December -  Christmas Café (10.00am - 1.00pm)

Sunday 12th December -  Christmas Gift Service and Nativity (10.30am)

Sunday 19th December - Service of Lessons and Carols (10.30am)

Tuesday 21st December - Longest Night Service (7.00pm).  This is a special service to 
remember those lives lost and affected by Covid.

Friday 24th December - Candlelight Service (6.30pm)

Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Joint Family Service with Portland (10.30am)

Sunday 26th December - United Online Service.

Sunday 2nd January - Family Carol and Coffee Service (10.30am)

Contact Us
Our Church Website provides any additional and up to date information.
www.troonold.org.uk

Church Office: 01292 313520 

Email addresses:  office@troonold.org.uk  /  minister@troonold.org.uk
You can also connect with us on Facebook.


