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Dear Friends,

In this strange and hopeful season, I was delighted by the congregation's 
surprise celebration of my Big Birthday. I am most grateful for the lovely 
card, fantastic cake, and the most generous gift. Easter Sunday was just one 

more reason my family 
has been most blessed 
to be here in ministry 
with you.

Sometimes the spirit 
moves in profound 
and complex ways. 
In 2021 the shifting 
dynamic of my parents’ 
health opened us to the 
possibility of a return 
to the USA should the 

right call emerge. Having been approached by several excellent congregations, 
our decision was confirmed by the necessity of my parents’ move to assisted 
living in March.

On April 23rd, I was named the Sole Nominee for the Lead Pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan. After much prayerful 
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discussion, Mary Elizabeth and I made the exciting and challenging decision 
to explore this joyful new chapter in our family's life. 
All being well, my parents will join us in Michigan after the family is settled.

FPC is a loving and dynamic congregation engaged in creative worship and 
meaningful mission. They embrace members and neighbours alike with 
the radical hospitality of the risen Christ. My renewed time with them has 
revealed the same warmth of spirit and open arms that we love so much 
about TOPC. We are delighted to join them in ministry. 

Sunday 1st May, I preached as Sole Nominee at FPC and was elected by a 
unanimous vote of 350 to 0. My final Sunday at TOPC will be May 29th. I will 
take the field at FPC in early June. Mel and the boys will follow along after the 
school finishes for the year. 

We do not make this decision lightly or without sadness at leaving our home 
among you. We have loved our life in Troon and have been fortunate to call 
Scotland home. In many ways, it always will be a home for us. Thank you for 
the gift of these nine years and for making such a warm place for our family.

Grace and Peace,
Dave



The Guild
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We had decided not to have our January and February meetings due to 
Covid restrictions but had planned to hold our very popular Beetle Drive. 
Unfortunately, this was not possible either because of the continued 
restrictions.

Our Spring Fair did manage to go ahead, and we enjoyed a well-attended 
event. Thank you to 
those who attended and 
for all donations, home-
baking and prizes for the 
Tombola Stall. 

We also arranged a lunch 
on 10th May in the 
Piersland House Hotel 
where we enjoyed a lovely 
meal and good catch-up 
with everyone.

I hope that you all have a great summer and hopefully restrictions will have 
eased up before the start of our 2022/23 session.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

Copy date for the next Top Talk
is Sunday 21st July (TBC).
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In January last year, we lost one of our most 
well-known and admired members, Dr Tommy 
Whitelaw. His passing left a gap in our church 
choir, where he was a long-standing member. 
It also meant that we lost our Roll Keeper, a 
job which Tommy performed diligently and 
enthusiastically over several years.

Before you all rush forward(!), I have to tell 
you that the vacant position has now been 
filled. The new Roll Keeper for Troon Old is 
Colin Irvine (that’s me). I was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time when the Minister and 
Session Clerk tapped me on the shoulder. So, over the last several months I 
have been picking up where Tommy left off…a hard act to follow.
The core aim of the role is to maintain the Communion Roll, ie. the list 
of members of Troon Old Parish Church. That list also includes basic 
information on our members such as addresses, phone numbers and email 
addresses so that the church can keep in contact with its congregation.  
In the past, that Communion Roll was a large binder with loose-leaf printed 
and hand-amended pages, with names sorted alphabetically. Over a period 
of time, with many additions, deletions and changes of address, the paper 
roll inevitably began to get untidy and unwieldy. A few years ago, the paper 
roll information was transferred into an electronic spreadsheet which was an 
improvement in terms of data storage, viewing, and editing. This still had its 
limitations, so Troon Old has recently transferred its entire Communion Roll 
into a modern church management database system called Breeze, designed 
specifically for this purpose. Breeze (and other similar systems) is used by 
many churches in this country and by thousands of churches worldwide.
This means that we now have a single, central source of information on our 
members (693 at the time of writing) which can be accessed by a limited 
number of office bearers in the church. The two most frequent users are likely 
to be our minister, in a pastoral capacity, and of course, myself. The names 
and contact details which we hold in Breeze are stored securely, with limited 
access which is password protected in accordance with Church of Scotland 

New Roll Keeper
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guidance and data protection rules. In my role as system administrator (on 
behalf of the Kirk Session), I am the only person able to amend or delete data 
in this system.

So, whilst we have this shiny new database up and running, it still depends 
heavily on being given accurate information from you, our loyal church 
members. The Roll never stands still.  New people join, people move to other 
churches, and sadly we lose a few members through death each year. Quite a 
number of you also move house each year, and we’re not always aware of this. 
We don’t want to lose you! So please, if there’s a change in circumstances for 
you or a family member, get in touch with me at the address below and I’ll 
update those details straight away.

Colin Irvine
Roll Keeper
Email: rollkeeper@troonold.org
Tel: 01292 315162

Quick Quiz To Test Your Knowledge
(Answers can be found on Page 11 - No cheating!!!)

1.  What is the last word in the Old Testament?
2.  By which previous name was Paul of Tarsus known as?
3.  Whose wife was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back?
4.  In the bible, who is said to have lived on a diet of locusts and wild honey?
5.  How many years did Noah live for after the flood?
6.  There are only three angels named in the bible, Michael and Lucifer are two, 
name the other?
7.  The book of Esther is unique because it does not mention which word?
8.  The Bible was written in three languages - Hebrew, Koine Greek and which 
other language?
9.  Who made the first translation of the Bible into English in 1382?
10.  Name the longest book of the Bible with 150 chapters?
11. In what city was Jesus born?
12.  Who took the place of Judas in the twelve disciples?
13.  Who was the older brother of Moses?
14.  What kind of wood was Noah's ark built from?
15.  Who, following Moses' death, became the leader of the children of Israel?

(King James Bible)
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Christian Aid Week 2022 
took place between 15th 
and 21st May.  This year, like 
the past two years, we have 
not been able to raise funds 
for Christian Aid through 
house-to-house collection.  

Christian Aid envelopes for donations are available from all churches in 
Troon, should you wish to donate by this method.  Please collect an envelope, 
give what you can and return it to the Church  Office or drop it in the 
collection plate on Sunday morning.

Jointly, the Troon Churches Christian Aid Committee planned the following 
fundraising activities during April and May of this year to to raise awareness 
and donations for the work of Christian Aid.
 
     • We held a very successful Christian Aid lunch at St  Meddans on 
Sunday 3rd April, which was well attended by members from all congregations 
and raised the fantastic sum of £805.00.  Many thanks to all who supported 
this event!

    • On Saturday 14th May, we held a special Coffee Morning in aid of 
Christian Aid.  This was also well attended by members of all congregations 
in Troon.  In addition to coffee and home baking served by willing volunteers, 
there was an opportunity to visit the Traidcraft Stall, Book Stall, Eurovision 
Draw, Tombola, Hamper raffle and of course the mouth-watering home 
baking stall.  To date, £550.00 has been raised, with additional monies 
expected to be handed in over the next few days. 

    • 300,000 Step Challenge                                                                                                                                        
A number of members from our congregation valiantly volunteered to take 
part in the 300,000 Step Challenge for Christian Aid by walking  / running 
approximately 10,000 steps each day for the month of May to turn hunger 

Christian Aid
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into hope.
To date several people have volunteered for this personal challenge and as at 
the middle of May some have even exceeded the target already!

Our Troon Old Team presently consists of Judy Irvine, Janis Harper, Gordon 
McCulloch, Judith Wilson, Katy Godden, Lynn Ferguson and Karen Davis.  
Each has created their own Just Giving page but it is hoped that all will appear 
on the one Just Giving page set up by  Margaret Weir of Portland Church 
so that at the end of the challenge we can see what has been raised by the 
Churches in Troon
https://www.justgiving.com/team/TroonchurchesOR311908
If you are able and would like to sponsor one of the team members this May 
please do so by accessing this page.

On behalf of the Troon Churches Christian Aid Committee, I would like to 
thank Troon Old members most sincerely for their continued support.

Lesley MacInnes
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Online Worship

Currently at Troon Old we are busy working towards the next exciting 
development of our online worship which will be the live steaming of services 
from our sanctuary. 

New equipment has been installed and our first few operatives are becoming 
familiar with it. We are practising the filming of worship services and events 
for upload to the internet as preparation for the live streaming of our Sunday 
Services, which will begin properly within the next few weeks. 

As will be intimated to the congregation, back pews 1-16 will remain “out of 
shot” for those who prefer not to be seen.                        
Meanwhile, online worship will continue through our website and Facebook 
page.
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South Ayrshire Foodbank

The number of people requiring help from the South Ayrshire Foodbank 
has risen steadily in the last six months, many of them suffering loss of 
employment or low income as a result of the pandemic. Thanks to the 
continued support of the general public we were able to supply them all with 
three day emergency food parcels.  
                                                                                                                                     
In December recipients were given extra bags containing some Christmas 
goodies.

We now have a representative from the South Ayrshire Council Information 
and Advice Department attending on a monthly basis to help our clients with 
money and benefits issues.

Although donations are still good, we are running low on the following foods:

 tinned main meals (no pies please as they take too long to cook)

 tinned vegetables

 tinned puddings – sponge, rice and custard

 tinned fruit

 long life or dried milk

 Joy Allan
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Halls Activities

Under the excellent management of our Halls' Convener, Barry Simpson, the 
use of our Church Halls has thrived and flourished over the past months, and 
they are in demand by many and varied organisations.

We are delighted to be able to provide premises which support services 
such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Gamblers Anonymous, while Troon 
Foodbank also continues to be a much-needed service within our halls.

We are pleased to accommodate Wassobama Muay Thai Troon, Keep Fit and 
Exercise Groups and in addition, we cater for younger age groups through 
Glow Bambino and Jiggly Wrigglers.

We have had hire requests for craft fairs, coffee mornings and even birthday 
parties.

Troon Danserena is a regular hall user, as of course, is the Boys Brigade 
Pipe Band and Company Section.  Our popular Saturday Café is yet another 
example of long-term halls' usage.

Morar Blair

Traidcraft

The new Spring catalogue is out now, so if you wish to purchase anything 
please speak to me after the church service on a Sunday morning or phone 
me on the number below.

Judy Irvine
Tel 315162
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Answers to Quick Quiz

1.  Curse

2.  Saul

3.  Lot's

4.  John the Baptist

5.  350 years

6.  Gabriel

7.  The word 'God'

8.  Aramaic

9.  John Wycliffe

10.  Psalms

11.  Bethlehem

12.  Matthias

13.  Aaron

14.  Gopher wood

15.  Joshua
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Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon, KA10 6EB Tel: 01292 313520
Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon. Tel: 01292 317687

Sessionclerk@troonold.org.uk
Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. Tel: 01292 312948

Halls Convener: Mr Barry Simpson. Tel: 01292 220108
Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes. Tel: 01563 851964

Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. Tel: 01292 312658
Editor: Miss Aileen Fraser. Tel: 01292 313501

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

OFFICE BEARERS

Church Diary
Monday 23rd May - Kirk Session Meeting (7.30pm)

Saturday 28th May -  RNLI Fund Raising Day (1.00pm - 5.00pm)

Sunday 29th May -   Joint Service with Portland Church
                                     for Rev. Dave Prentice-Hyers' leaving service (10.30am)

Saturday 4th June - Special Jubilee Saturday Café (10.00am - 12 noon)
                              
Sunday 3rd July - Joint Service with Portland Church
                                for Rev. Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers' leaving service (10.30am)

Contact Us
Our Church Website provides any additional and up to date information.
www.troonold.org.uk

Church Office: 01292 313520 

Email addresses:  office@troonold.org.uk  /  minister@troonold.org.uk
You can also connect with us on Facebook.


