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Finding Words for Worship
Grace and Peace to you from God and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Welcome home, Children of God!  Each Sunday, as 
the sound of the introit fades into the air, these are the first 
spoken words of worship.  Gospel shapes our worship and so 
we prepare our hearts and minds not with complex theology or 
intricate poetry, but with the foundational reminder of God’s 
loving intent for us and his creation.  The sound of water spilling 
into the font accompanies Paul’s greeting, reminding us of the 
reconciling grace at work in the sacrament of baptism.  The 
pouring of the water proclaims in sound and sight that God has 
named, claimed and welcomed us home as Children of God. 

A visitor once asked why we open worship in this way.  I said it’s 
not special water that we use or secret words that we say.  These 
words from the Apostle Paul have long been used to begin worship.  In the last one hundred 
years, congregations, especially in the reformed tradition, have sought to reaffirm the central 
claims of baptism in our lives and in our worship.  Our worship begins with traditional 
words paired with a reminder of an even older tradition.

1 Peter 2.9 poetically says, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people.”  We are God’s own people for what purpose?  It continues, “In order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of God who called you out of darkness into God’s 
marvellous light.”  All that we do in worship grows from the claim that God makes upon us 
so that we may proclaim in word and deed the good news of Jesus Christ.  As such, worship 
is a central and communal expression of our faith.  The reformers placed great emphasis on 
the priesthood of all believers.  The minister does not perform worship for the congregation, 
just as the choir is not singing a concert for the church.  Together, Ministers, Elders, Readers, 
Children and Adults all create worship together to praise and glorify God.  This is part of the 
reason you will find spoken responses and prayers in Reformed churches.  Together we all 
turn our hearts and minds to God in worship.
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This summer, Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, is 
bringing fifty-one people over to Scotland and Northern Ireland for a 
Heritage Pilgrimage and Mission Trip.  We need your help to house all 
fifty-one people for one night, Monday, 6th July.

We are asking that families sign up to host two or more students or 
adult sponsors for the night.  We will serve dinner in the church but 
ask you to provide breakfast for your guests and return them to the 
church by 10am on Tuesday, 7th July.

If you are interested and would like to find out more, or if you are 
already willing to host, please contact Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers 
at me@prenticehyers.org or on my mobile, 07564 952743.

Thank you,

Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers

 An  American Invasion

As varied as worship is around the world and among different denominations, it mostly 
follows the same pattern.  The Church of Scotland, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Methodists, 
Lutherans, Roman Catholics and even Orthodox churches all follow the same basic form, 
with the same basic affirmations about worship: Gathering, Word, Eucharist/Thanksgiving 
and Sending.  This form emerged at least as early as the second century.  At Troon Old we 
celebrate a rich tradition of excellence in our worship, not only in the Church of Scotland, 
but with Christians of every denomination, and the Church throughout the ages!

In the coming months we’ll feature more articles in Top Talk and in the Order of Service 
exploring together the words we use for worship.  It’s my hope that as we talk about what we 
do in worship, worship will become more enriching for us and even more pleasing to God.  
In the next Top Talk we’ll look a bit more at the first part of worship: The GATHERING OF 
THE PEOPLE.

Blessings and Peace,

Dave
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Big Debate – With the Bible in One Hand and a Radio in the Other

Karl Barth is famously misquoted as saying one should preach with the Bible in one hand 
and a newspaper in the other.  It’s a great image and not a bad idea.  A living faith necessarily 
engages the world that could be, should be, will be.  The closest we can get to what Barth 
actually said is this quote from the ‘Times Magazine’,  “take your Bible and take your 
newspaper and read both.  But interpret newspapers from your Bible.”

On March 20th Troon Old opened its sanctuary for Radio Scotland’s ‘The Big Debate’, hosted 
by Gordon Brewer.  Brewer did an excellent job wrangling a diverse panel of politicians 
and journalists.  Those present were able to ask questions of Sandra Osborne, then MP for 
Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock, Chic Brodie, MSP for the South of Scotland, Struan Stevenson, 
former MEP, Alison Rowat, columnist with ‘The Herald’, and Dr Gerry Hassan, Research 
Fellow at the University of the West of Scotland and columnist at ‘The Sunday Mail’.

Almost one hundred people gathered in the sanctuary for a ranging and vigorours debate 
about the current issues of the day.  No problems were solved yet no fists were thrown.  
Those in attendance and listening on the radio or internet were witness to just a snippet of 
that grand conversation of democracy in a free society.

Barth went on to say, “Newspapers are so important that I always pray for the sick, the poor, 
journalists, authorities of the state and the church, in that order.  Journalists form public 
opinion.  They hold terribly important positions.  Nevertheless, a theologian should never 
be formed by the world around him - either East or West.  He should make his vocation 
to show both East and West that they can live  without a clash.  Where the peace of God is 
proclaimed, there peace on earth is implicit. Have we forgotten the Christmas message?”

I am proud to be a minister in a church that is willing to play host to that conversation.  
Not to take sides or engage in partisan politics but to be witness to the Gospel in the public 
sphere, even by just hosting a radio show.

Rev. David Prentice-Hyers
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Once again we have come to the end of our session.

We had a very busy March.  Firstly, our Beetle Drive was held on Tuesday, 3rd March.  This 
is always a very popular evening and was enjoyed by members and friends.

On Friday, 6th March we hosted the World Day of Prayer with the  participation of other 
Guilds.  The address was given by Rev. Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers.  We would like to 
thank Mel again for all her help and support in our preparation of this service.

Our Spring Fair, held on Saturday, 14th March, was a huge success and we thank all who 
supported this.

At our A.G.M. it was decided that our funds raised should be dispersed to the Church Fabric 
Fund and our Sunday School, with the remainder going to various deserving organisations.

The Closing Dinner was held at the Piersland Hotel on Tuesday 21st April and was enjoyed 
by all who attended.

I hope members have a good summer and I look forward to seeing you all at our Dedication 
Service conducted by the Rev. David Prentice-Hyers on Tuesday, 13th October at 7.30pm.

New members will be made most welcome.
 
Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary

Guild Newsletter

I am now comfortably settled at home, following my ‘release’ from hospital on Tuesday, 
14th April, after over an eight week stay, an opportune time to thank everyone who sent 
get well cards which boosted my morale no end.  I am not experiencing any great difficulty 
walking with a zimmer, but using two sticks poses more of a challenge.

I have an appointment with my consultant in four weeks time, and providing my condition 
is favourable, I intend to emerge from my chrysalis into the community with the minimum 
delay, in fact the event may already have occurred before this magazine is published.

Thank you once again,

John Mounfield  

Thank You
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1st Troon BB Display in the Company’s 95th Year

Dozens of proud parents, grandparents and friends packed into Troon Concert Hall on 
Friday, May 8 for another hugely successful display organised by the 1st Troon Boys’ Brigade.
After a well-choreographed dress rehearsal on Tuesday it was all systems go at the annual 
event as company Chairman the Rev Derek Peat introduced proceedings on the showpiece 
occasion of the year for the youth group.
Following the opening parade and inspection, which was run as ever with almost military 
precision, audience members joined with leaders and recruits in the traditional rendition of 
the BB hymn Will Your Anchor Hold followed by a prayer.
Activities began in earnest with a fast-paced game of  Tunnel Tig, starring the ever-so-agile 
Anchor Boys which always proves to be one of the highlights of the evening.
High notes were then hit as the award-winning 1st Troon Boys’ Brigade Pipe Band performed 
a medley featuring Scotland the Brave and Scottish Soldier and the tunes were delivered 
with great gusto.
The band were still on a high after scooping  a hat-trick of major prizes at last month’s Boys‘ 
Brigade Scottish Pipe Band Championships in Musselburgh. One of the highlights of the 
evening had to be performances by Jack Donnelly and Callum Russell.
Grant Goodall also delivered a stunning rendition of Highland Cathedral.
Sport was then on the agenda with ball skills, which featured Company Section members 
and parents displaying their reflex skills with small footballs and balloons.
Entertainment took centre stage with a hilarious challenge entitled Generation X Factor, 
in which a host of hand-picked adult volunteers were asked to replicate marching moves 
perfected by the Junior Section and they were watched by a host of judges, including one 
with a Simon Cowell mask and others dressed as Cheryl Cole and Gary Barlow.
The Company Section took centre stage for Target Drill followed by the entertaining Shout a 
Little Louder from the Anchor Boys. Then it was time for the main part of the evening – the 
presentation of awards.
Winners were:

Anchor Boys 
Best 1st Year Boy – Jack Tudor

Best 2nd Year Boy – Matthew Hillan
Best Third Year Boy – Robbie Noonan

Junior Section
Best 1st Year Boy – Andrew Pattison. 
Best 2nd Year Boy -  Sandy Ronnie. 

Best 3rd Year Boy – Callum Thomson.

Company Section
Golf, Scott Roxburgh Trophy – Fraser McRae,

Trophy in memory of John Mason, Fiddle Orchestra –  Callum Russell.
Best 1st Year Boy  - Mark Roberts.

Best Boy – Fraser McRae.
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The top honour in the movement, the Queen’s Badge was presented to Alan Appleby, 
Robert McIntosh, Matthew Brisbane, Fraser McRae, Ryan Fitzpatrick, Corey Noakes, Grant 
Goodall, Callum Russell, Jack Innes, Jason Stewart, Callum McGregor and Miles Trotter, 
who are all leaving the company.
Recipients of the President’s Badge were Jack Burgess, Scott Murray, Greg Feeney, Craig 
Walker, Lewis Haddow, Lewis Wilson and Christian Gibson.
Awards were presented by Marion Hamilton, while Andrew Hamilton was Inspecting 
Officer and Ian Johnson the ADC.

Stewart McConnell

www.ronyoungphotography.co.uk

We continue to support South Ayrshire Food Bank to provide emergency food parcels to 
those in need in Troon.
There will be a special collection of tins and packets on Sunday, 7th June (Communion) or 
anytime during the week when donations can be handed in to the Church Office.

Joy Allan

South Ayrshire Food Bank
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£300 was raised from this event which was held on Saturday, 21st March. This amount was 
sent to Traidcraft’s Fair Necessities Appeal and was matched by the UK Government as part 
of the UK’s Aid Scheme.  So £600 was donated to help smallholder farmers and their families 
to grow more, earn more and eat more.  Thank you to everybody who helped at the coffee 
morning, especially George Powell who brought some boys from the Boys’ Brigade, and to 
pupils from St Patrick’s Primary School and their teacher, Alison McGinley, who were also 
a big help.  Of course, thank you also to everyone who supported the coffee morning.  The 
manager of the Troon Co-op, Brian Robertson, kindly donated some Fairtrade goodies and 
we were able to make up a hamper which we used as a raffle prize.  The hamper was won by 
one of our Sunday School children, Ruaridh Thom.  Well done, Ruaridh.
Traidcraft focuses attention on smallholders in areas of real poverty where families often go 
hungry, and don’t have access to education or healthcare.  With our support, Traidcraft can 
help some of the world’s poorest families.
The sugar used in Traidcraft’s popular range of Cookies now comes from Swaziland where 
over two thirds of the population live below the poverty line and are faced with a life 
expectancy of just over fifty years.  The majority of the people work in farming where they 
have to deal with problems such as overgrazing, soil depletion and drought.  In these tough 
conditions fair trade is already making a huge difference.

Judy Irvine

The Big Brew Coffee Morning

Treasurer’s Report

As some of you may be aware, I have recently taken over as Treasurer from Moira Gemmell 
and I  would like to thank Moira for her help and support in the transition.  Moira carried 
out this role for eighteen years in a diligent and professional way and we are indebted to her 
for that.
You may recall from last year’s accounts to 31st December, 2014 that we achieved a surplus 
in our General Fund of £2,200 which mainly arose from our ‘one off ‘ donations.  It is our 
General Fund which pays our Ministries and Mission contribution and enables us to pay our 
salaries, heat and light, office cost etc.  The General Fund is really our ‘housekeeping’ Fund 
and our objectives should always be to have a surplus in this Fund so that we are paying our 
way.
Offerings, whether through Gift Aid, envelopes or open plate, in the first three months of 
this year are running at a similar level to the last two years and in order that we are in surplus 
at the end of the year, I would ask you to consider prayerfully whether you are in a position 
to increase your offerings.  Any response that you can make would be appreciated.

David Gordon
Treasurer
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The photo which appeared in the Spring edition of Top Talk and which appears again in 
this edition is of the Sunday School teachers in 1961.
At the extreme end of the back row is the unforgettable Nancy Gilmore who was the 
founder of the Beginners’ Sunday School some eighty years ago at the request of the Rev. 
James L. Cotter.  She was the leader of that department for over sixty years. She was also 
the Church Secretary for some years.
At the extreme right of the back row is Dorothy Hinderwell.  Dorothy was the leader in 
Room 3 for many years.  Sitting in front of Dorothy is her sister, Winifred.
Third from the right in the back row is my good friend and ex-colleague, Mrs Elizabeth 
Donald.  Elizabeth joined the Beginners in her teens and is still enjoying looking after 
the little ones each Sunday.
Fourth from the right in the back row is me, Jessie Dickie, pianist and teacher in the 
Beginners for sixty-four happy years, now retired, of course!

Jessie Dickie

Miss Nancy Gilmore
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John Laing was a baker and also a poet, a book of his poems is available for anyone who 
wishes to read them.

John Laing’s granddaughter was Margaret Laing who married Gunner William Harvey who 
is named on our WW2 memorial. He was killed in action on 1 November 1944 with No 4 
Commando in Flushing in the Netherlands. William and Margaret’s son Bill was born five 
months later.

John Laing, Beadle 1895

The photograph shows John Laing, Beadle 1895, with his family. John , Agnes, Matthew, 
Janet and James. Jeanie, Marion, John, Robert, his wife Agnes and Thomas.    

William was from North Shields and a member of No 4 Commando based in Troon from 
1940 to 1942.  he married Margaret Laing from Troon and they lived at 7 Alderside Avenue, 
Troon. Their son, Bill, was born 5 months after William died. William is on the right hand side 
of the first row of soldiers. This photograph was taken in the playground of Troon Primary, 
Barassie Street, following the successful part No 4 Commando played in the Dieppe raid.   
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Fund Raising Report
The Quiz and Musical Evening on the 21st February raised £281 for church funds.  Our Quiz 
Master was Murray Wilson while our Musical Director was David Moore. Eight teams took 
part in the Quiz which was won by team, ‘Antons Dancers’, comprising Don, Jean and Katy 
Godden, Judith Wilson, Paul Morledge and Sandra Pirie.  A light supper was enjoyed by all, 
followed by vocal and instrumental entertainment provided by our Musical Director and by 
our choir.  Many thanks to all who participated.

Summer Challenge – We are always being told that to keep our bodies healthy, we should 
eat five portions of fruit/veg. a day.  The committee thought that it would be a good idea to 
change this slightly and suggest that we all save 5p a day for the health of our church.  If every 
member joins in this challenge, it would result in a boost of £4,OOO for our funds, only 5p a 
day each, 35p per week, £4.20 in total for June, July and August.  Poly bags will be distributed 
to the congregation on Sunday, 31st May and June 7th, to be returned at the beginning of 
September.  We would please ask you all to support this Summer Challenge.  Thank you.

Summer Fair – This will take place this year on Saturday, 27th June from 10am-1pm.  Once 
again we will be asking elders to sell four tickets.  Last year we raised £1,000 for our funds.  We 
are looking for donations for the 3 ‘Bs’, baking, books and bottles.  We would also appreciate 
donations of plants, either brought on from seed or from cuttings, as this stall did very well 
last year.  Finally, we would very much like to welcome as many of you as possible on the day.

Forthcoming Attractions – Our annual ceilidh will be held on Saturday, 12th September. 
‘Brae’ will once again provide live music for what is always a very enjoyable evening.  Tickets 
will go on sale in mid August.

Another popular event returns in the autumn, a fashion show put on by Gloria’s Fashions.  
The date for your diary is Thursday, 22nd October and tickets will be available at the end of 
September.

Sandra Pirie
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Troon Old. the History

Essay 5:Troon in the 18th century, Prince Charlie, smuggling and more

Troon in the 18th century began to develop and a population growth at the ‘point’ began 
to emerge, possibly resulting from the growth of trade at the harbour which in turn was a 
result of the Burgesses of Irvine applying for and being granted an impost (a tax on imports) 
for “Their new erectit herbere callit the Trune”. The impost states that the Burgesses were 
allowed to raise dues on craft “arryvant within their herbere in troune laitlie cost and a begit 
by them”.  All this was at the early part of the 17th century.

At this time also the new Presbyterian Church of Scotland was struggling into existence.  A 
timber chapel was built on the site of what became Crosbie Kirk. This latter place of worship 
was built in the 1680s and lasted until 1759 when the roof was blown off by the same gale 
that “blew hansel in on Robin”.  This refers to the cottage belonging to the father of Robert 
Burns which was also damaged during the same gale.

In the early years of the 18th century Queen Anne had assented to an Act of the new UK 
Parliament for the construction of a canal between Kilmarnock and Troon but the Fullarton 
of the time wondered what effect its construction would have on “the price of eggs”!  The 
scheme was shelved.

The 18th century saw a return twice of the deposed Stuarts, and the second visit by Charles 
Edward Stuart on behalf of his father, the Old Pretender, proved worthless in the south west 
where he was only able to recruit one private soldier for his rebel army!

The Fullartons moved house from Crosby to a newly built mansion house in the Adam Style 
in mid century, and the last heir to the estates was born about this time.  In his childhood he 
was tutored by Patrick Brydon, a well known local scholar.  In his poem, ‘The Vision’, Robert 
Burns refers to him as, “Brydon’s brave ward I well could spy;
                                           Beneath old Scotia’s smiling eye;

At a time of great agricultural advances, Fullarton was well known as an agricultural 
improver.   Simultaneously, at the time of the Napoleonic Wars, he locally raised the 23rd 
Light Dragoons, known as Fullarton’s Light Horse and the101st Regiment of Foot. Previous 
to this his army career had been to India in 1775 and South Africa, and he also led an 
expedition against the Spanish.  He twice represented Ayrshire in Parliament and in 1801 
he was appointed Governor of Trinidad.  He sold his estates to the Marquis of Titchfield in 
1805 and died in 1808.
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There is no doubt that smuggling went on in Troon in the 18th century.  The main lines 
being smuggled were brandy and tea.  ‘Brandy holes’ have been found in Troon, Loans and 
Dundonald when new housing and other recent developments were being undertaken.  The 
Fullartons took scant if any notice of these activities, but HM excisemen did.  They were 
supported by a platoon of soldiers at Willockston Barracks to suppress or control the free 
trade!

Next time, Presbyterianism and much, much more coming to Troon.

Have fun,

Bob  Gemmell

Photo Archive Update

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed so far to our Photo Archive which is 
almost complete.  We are still looking for one or two photographs, particularly one of the 
late Mr. Dennis Goldie.

Included in this edition of Top Talk, in keeping with the seventieth anniversary of VE Day, 
is a photograph of No 4 Commando who were billeted in Troon from November 1940 until 
1942.  It is estimated that between twenty-eight and thirty-three of the Commando married 
Troon girls.  For more details about No4 Commando please contact the editor.

On a totally different note we are also including a photograph of our 1895 Beadle, the year 
when our sanctuary opened.  We have no idea what his contract was like but, according to a 
recent article in ‘Life and Work’, it may have included such duties as looking after the manse 
garden, ploughing the manse glebe, feeding the cows, selling the sheep, occasionally digging 
the graves and even wakening the sleepers in church. Fortunately, our present Beadle, Mr. 
Gordon McCulloch, is not required to carry out any of these tasks.

Editor

Top Talk Copy Date

Copy date for the next Top Talk 29th September 2015.
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News from Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong

The devastating Nepali earthquakes were felt at the Homes in Kalimpong.  Fortunately, 
although the children were literally shaken and frightened, no-one was hurt.  Cracks 
appeared in five of the boys’ cottages which sit on a ridge above the main campus but this 
damage is not thought to be serious.

Meanwhile, we have heard from Carol, our Sunday School supported wee girl, and her 
cottage Aunty, Aity.  Carol is now attending the Kindergarten and is making good progress.  
She cannot yet write to us herself but she did send a lovely drawing of her cottage.  Aity, a 
really delightful lady, wrote to us on Carol’s behalf.

There are thirty-nine Nepali children at the Homes, all fee paying, so none supported by the 
UK DGH Committee.  The very good news is that all the families of these children are safe.

We send our blessings and best wishes to all at the Homes,

Aileen Fraser

Room for One More

Nepal Earthquake Appeal

Do you drive to church on a Sunday and have room for one more?  Would you volunteer to 
pick up another member of the congregation?
Perhaps you are one of our congregation who would like to come but find that transport is 
difficult.  Let us know who you are then we can see what can be done for you.
This arrangement need not be written in stone.  Should the driver not be available one 
Sunday, a phone call to the passenger to let them know is all that is needed, as is a call to the 
driver if the passenger is unable to come.
Please give this some thought, and hopefully we will get volunteer drivers and we shall also 
hear from those of you who would benefit from this service.
Please telephone the office, 313520, with your offer/request.

Thank you
Marion Hamilton

The response to both our retiring offering for Nepal on Sunday, 3rd May and our Saturday 
Café for Nepal on 16th, May was extremely gratifying.  Thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously.  We have been able to send over £1,200 to the relief fund.

Editor
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Troon Old’s Saturday Coffee Mornings prove to be a very popular meeting place for our 
regulars and visitors alike. Whether it’s a chat or a nice warm cup of coffee or tea, this venue 
provides a good service to the community between 10am and 12noon. So why not tell your 
friends you’ll meet them next Saturday in Troon Old and enjoy the warm welcome there. 
Coffee Teams work to a rota with various organisations and charities also taking part as 
you will see from some of the photos below.

Coffee Mornings

Sunday School Coffee Morning

Anchor Boys Coffee Morning Guild Coffee Morning
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Golf Tourney 25th June 2015 
4pm – 5.30pm

This year’s TOPC Golf Tourney will be a team event 
played as a Texas Scramble.

Teams of 3 or 4

Prizes for the winning Teams

Form a Team of your own or see Robert Carson 
to join a team.

If you are unsure how a Texas Scramble works see 
Robert Carson/Andy Hamilton/Peter Holmes.

Please support this revamped event and help us grow 
the participation in our fellowship event.

Also:
Trophies will be presented to the TOPC member (Male/

Female/Boy/Girl/Senior) submitting the best signed 
and witnessed card from a recognised Golf Course 

played during the month of May.

Contact: Peter Holmes
01292 312074, 07867 964 868

peterholmes456@btinternet.com
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Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon KA10 6EB. 01292 313520
Minister: Rev David Prentice-Hyers BA MDiv. Tel: 01292 313644

Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon 01292 317687
andrew@fell1.freeserve.co.uk

Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. 01292 312948
Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes 01563 851964

Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. 01292 312658
Editor: Aileen Fraser. 01292 313501

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS:

May
Sunday 31st Sunday School Promotion Service

June
Sunday 7th  Sacrament of Holy Communion
Wednesday 10th Communion at 2pm in the Senior Citizens Centre in Walker Avenue
Thursday 25th  Troon Old Annual Golf Competition

July
Sunday 12th  Guest Preacher, Rev. Nathan Carlin, one of our very popular American         
  Assistants
Sunday 26th  Informal Communion (after the service)

August
Sunday 30th  Informal Communion (after the service)

September
Saturday 5th  Guild Coffee Morning
Sunday 6th  Sunday School Session begins
Monday 7th  Kirk Session meeting 7.30pm
Sunday 27th  Family Communion and Harvest Thanksgiving

October 
Saturday 3rd  Dr. Graham’s Homes Coffee Morning
Sunday 4th  Boys’ Brigade Enrolment Service
Tuesday 13th  Woman’s Guild Dedication Service
Sunday 25th  Sacrament of Holy Communion


