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Another Presbyterian President?
The Church of Scotland can be proud of its influence upon 
the Oval Office.  A number of Presbyterians have become 
president: Woodrow Wilson, Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
Ronald Reagan to start.  Even the indefinable Abraham 
Lincoln had strong Presbyterian connections throughout 
his life.  The presidential race is now in full swing and two 
Presbyterians are running.  Yet only one dominates the 
news.  The pundits crow, “It’s all Trump all the time”.
Trump, whose mother was born on the Isle of Lewis, speaks 
about his faith as only Trump can.  “People are so shocked 
when they find out I am Protestant.  I am Presbyterian.  And 
I go to church and I love God and I love my church”, and 
more recently, “you know I’ve had a good relationship with 
the church over the years.  I think religion is a wonderful 
thing.  I think my religion is a wonderful religion”.

I was surprised by the backlash on Facebook from many American colleagues.  “He’s no real 
Presbyterian”, “if he’s Presbyterian, then maybe I’ll become a Baptist” or “Presbyterians really 
don’t need that kind of help”.  I know people are just letting off steam but I really wanted to 
fire back, “we’ll take him here at Troon Old.  Just think about the stewardship pledge on 
9 billion”.

Whether or not I agree with his politics, I know we would welcome him to Troon Old with 
our arms wide open and no pledge required.  His helicopter could land on the promenade on 
his way back to Prestwick from Trump Turnberry.  Actually I suspect most churches would 
welcome Trump and not for his money.  We tend to be snarky in the abstract and kind in the 
specifics.  Christ requires no less of us.

Trump’s faith is getting blasted from all sides.  He was booed at a recent meeting of evangelical 
churches.  Even the congregation he calls home publicly stated that while his parents had 
been active he was an inactive member.  The snark got worse after he was questioned as to 
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whether he has ever asked God for forgiveness for his actions.  He said, “I am not sure I 
have.  I just go on and try to do a better job from there.  I don’t think so”, he said. “I think 
if I do something wrong, I think I just try and make it right.  I don’t bring God into that 
picture.  I don’t”.  After that the Presbyterians went bonkers....“No real Presbyterian could 
say that about forgiveness and confession”.  All because Trump is Trump, larger than life 
and he didn’t express his faith in good presby-speak.  If I’m honest, I even smirk a bit at his 
trumpie-ness.  But when it comes to his faith, should I?  We should be hard on ideas, but soft 
on people.  Is he any less a Child of God than I am?  Any less beloved than we all are?  Should 
I not claim him as a brother in Christ, even if I am not likely to vote for him?

Trump went on to say he does participate in Holy Communion.  “When I drink my little 
wine - which is about the only wine I drink - and have my little cracker, I guess that is a 
form of asking for forgiveness, and I do that as often as possible because I feel cleansed”, he 
said  “I think in terms of let’s make it right”.  I choose to take him at face value ... that for 
him somehow, some way, the mystery of the table is working on him, in the same way that I 
believe the mystery of the table is working on my two sizes too small heart.

It is critically important to talk about the why of what we do.  We need to think in our 
believing and believe in our thinking.  I do wish that he knew a bit more about why we do 
what we do.  Not that he would be any more loved by God, but because at his baptism the 
church made a promise to love him and support him and share with him the path of faith.  
Together we promise to educate each other as an outgrowth of our love for each other.  So 
the more he knows and understands, the better off we all are.  But that is not a condition of 
membership, it isn’t a requirement of grace.

As we begin to understand forgiveness and grace we also realise that grace doesn’t have 
an entrance exam.  Paul says we all sin and fall short of the grace of God and in Christ we 
know that God loves us anyway.  I may not agree with his politics, but I would gladly stand 
at the table with him, as I hope I would any brother or sister in Christ who answers God’s 
invitation.

In the weeks and months to come we’ll continue our articles about worship in Top Talk and 
the weekly Order of Service.  We’ll explore why we pray for forgiveness and why we always 
do so aware of God’s redeeming grace.  And who knows, one day we might just hear those 
Trump helicopter blades roaring.  And Donald Trump might walk through our doors and 
we could genuinely say to him, “Welcome home, Child of God. Welcome home.”  Donald 
Trump is a Presbyterian, a Christian, and most deeply, a Child of God.

Grace and peace,
Dave.
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Tribute to Bill Clearie

It is with sadness we learned that Bill Clearie, an Elder of Troon Old Parish Church, recently 
passed away.  The youngest of three brothers, Bill was born at home in Troon and had 
deep roots in Troon, on his mother’s side the Stevenson family, and on his father’s side, 
the Clearies. Bill served as an elder in Troon Old from 1976.  The family remembers that 
he would be gone for hours and hours delivering his Communion cards, sometimes only 
visiting three folk in an evening.  “He’d just disappear”.... not down at the club, not at the pub 
.... making sure that each person got a card and a visit, working on relationships of church 
rather than just the requirements.

Bill went to Troon Primary and then on to Marr College after which he was apprenticed at 
Dodds as a mechanic.  He always enjoyed fixing cars until they were more computer than 
engine.  On a return home from National Service he met his beloved Margaret at a dance in 
the Town Hall, maybe the best single thing to happen to him. They were married soon after 
his National Service ended and he went back to work at Dodds.

A short time later Bill went to work for Wilson Sports.  Skill and intelligence led him to take 
on a role in R&D designing iron heads for golf clubs.  He remembered helping tune a set of 
clubs for Nick Faldo, spending hours shaving grams and micro grams off the clubs until Nick 
felt the weight was just right.

He also remembered working with Vijay Singh and commenting to Vijay, “that’s a peach of 
a shot,” and Vijay didn’t know what he meant, “you know, a peach of a shot.”  He loved his 
work at Wilson’s and it took him around the world and into the presence of some golf greats.  
Most of his working life was with Wilson’s, retiring in the 1990s. 

One summer day Bill built a raft from drift wood and twine all found on the beach, no tools, 
no string. The family launched the CLEARIE KON-TIKI and spent the afternoon navigating 
the waters around Troon.  At the end of the day, tired and sunburnt, Bill started taking the 
raft apart, much to the family’s impatience.  When asked why, he simply said that some boys 
might find it later.  The family then pitched in, helping to ensure that no hapless sailors were 
born that night.

It’s easy to remember Bill for his personality, his singular sense of humour, the slight smile 
that let you know he could take a joke as well as give a joke.  It would be easy to remember 
Bill just for that sense of humour, but that would be to forget a deeper commitment he had 
to friends, family and church.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Bill’s wife, Margaret, and his daughters, Karen and Debbie.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk
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A Texas Size Thank You

The art of hospitality is not something that can be 
bought - it can be demonstrated and passed on from 
generation to generation, but it is best experienced 
first hand.  The fifty-one Texans that invaded 
Troon on 6 July for eighteen hours experienced 
the wonderful hospitality that Dave and I know so 
well from living here for just over two years.  From 
ice cream journeys, to golf course adventures, to 
Robbie Burns tours, to playing with puppies, the 
youth of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church truly 
had a wonderful time and experienced tremendous 
hospitality from the people of Troon Old Parish 
Church.  So, from one gracious host to another, thank you for opening your homes and 
hearts to fellow Presbyterians across the world.

Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers

It was with great pleasure that in July we 
welcomed back to Troon Old one of our 
favourite American assistants, the Rev. 
Nathan Carlin.  Nathan and his fiancé were 
visiting Scotland to spend time in Iona but 
managed to squeeze in a week-end in Troon 
where he met up with some old friends 
and some new ones including Dave, Mary 
Elizabeth and Finlay. We also very much 
appreciated Nathan preaching for us and 
we now send them our best wishes for their 
future together.                                       Editor

Welcome Back

Blythswood

Shoebox Time Again

 The Blythswood Care 2015 Shoebox Appeal will soon be underway.  We know that many of 
you enjoy filling your shoeboxes with much needed items for struggling parts of Europe and 
elsewhere.  Guidance leaflets will be available in the office and the vestibule, and we expect 
the pick up date will be during the first three weeks of November                                   Editor
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With great pleasure involving tea and cake, a huge thank you took place to recognise the 
service of Moira Gemmell as our church treasurer for many, many years, a role from which 
she has now retired.  This took place at the home of Aileen Fraser with Dave, Andy Fell, 
Joy Allan, John Caldwell and David and Linda Gordon in attendance, not forgetting Bob, 
Moira’s hubby. Moira has acted as church treasurer in a quiet and dignified manner which, 
given the importance of the role with the demands and stresses it involves, indicates the 
kind, generous and patient person Moira is.
It is no mean feat ensuring that the heating bills are paid, money to 121 George St sent in a 
timely manner and salaries are there at the end the end of the month, not forgetting to pay 
for loo paper when it runs out.  As you can see, the demands on a treasurer cover a wide 
spectrum.  Every year the annual accounts require to be produced.  During Moira’s time this 
involved changes in that they are now required to be presented to the Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR).  This a major piece of work with many hours involved especially 
as the accounts need to be presented to the Kirk Session for approval before being passed 
onto Presbytery and OSCR.
Dave gave thanks to Moira, and in recognition of her role as treasurer she was presented 
with flowers and two beautiful Crown Derby paper weights, one a marigold wren and the 
other a blue dolphin.  We had some lovely tea and cake thanks to Joy and to capture the 
occasion John took some pictures.
We do now have a new treasurer in David 
Gordon who previously was our independent 
examiner.  David and his wife, Linda, were 
admitted and warmly welcomed to the Kirk 
Session in May.  Both were ordained as elders 
in Moncrieff Parish Church in East Kilbride 
some years ago and moved to Troon in 2006.  
We wish David well and commit to support 
him in his role as treasurer.
Moira in her role as treasurer has greatly 
supported the family of Troon Old but 
importantly through her Christian faith has 
set the example of Christ’s request to look 
after one another through the commitment of her time, talents, intellect and service to all of 
us.  We are so very grateful to Moira (and Bob) for their selfless commitment to the family of 
Troon Old for so many years and we wish them well with their renewed freedom and time.

Andy Fell
Session Clerk

Tea and Cake with Moira and Bob
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Organisations 

Troon Soup – A Moment for Mission
This is a recent addition to the life of Troon Old. It centres around a fellowship meal in the 
church halls that provides an opportunity for us to learn about all the different organisations 
that are making a difference in our community. During worship, the organisation is invited 
to give a ‘moment for mission’ telling us about their work. Following the service you are 
invited to a simple meal of soup and bread where you can ask further questions of these 
representatives. 

Our first Troon Soup was in May when we hosted the Fishermen’s Mission. This charity 
provides a lifeline of welfare and support to fishermen and their families. It is the only 
fishermen’s charity providing emergency support as well as practical, financial, spiritual and 
emotional care for all active and retired fishermen and their families. There is no government 
or lottery funding for this essential work.

There is a centre within the Troon harbour complex which can be used by any fishermen 
coming into port. As many are from abroad  and away from home for long periods of time 
there is the facility to contact family via internet. They can also cook hot meals and do 
laundry. Staff from the Troon base cover a large section of the west coast and not just the 
local area.

The second Troon Soup was held on 13th September when we hosted two volunteers from 
South Ayrshire Foodbank. This charity was set up in the area because of the growing number 
of people who find themselves in an emergency situation and being unable to feed their 
family. Since November 2012 10,881 people have been given emergency food for three 
days. Approximately a third of this number is children. There are many reasons for people 
requiring this help - loss of job, zero hours contracts, low income, reduction in benefits etc. It 
was pointed out that many of us could be just one pay cheque away from an emergency. The 
Foodbank also try to give extra treats at Easter and Christmas and work with other agencies 
to supply toys and clothes at these times. There are six hubs throughout Ayrshire and the 
Troon hub is housed in Troon Old Parish Church halls on a Tuesday and Friday.

Joy Allan

The Troon Inter-Church Bowling Match
On Sunday, 8th of August, five Troon churches, Troon Old, St Meddan’s, Our Lady’s, 
Portland and the Church of the Nazarene competed in our annual bowling match. On this 
occasion Troon Old were the winners and received the Terras Trophy.  The proceeds from 
the day were divided among the participating churches for their respective Sunday Schools. 
A great day of fun and fellowship was enjoyed by all.

Isobel Smith
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Life and Work
I am surprised that so few people take the “Life and Work” magazine. This monthly 
magazine is full of interesting topics and features, relevant to Christian life and everyday 
living.  It is the main communication from the Church of Scotland to us all.  For its cost it 
is excellent value. In addition I enjoy the crossword feature which is quite challenging, and 
the interesting book reviews. If you would like to subscribe please contact Mr Jim Edgar on 
220333 or e-mail J111HHE@hotmail.co.uk.
The cost is £21.36 for one year.

October’s magazine had a photograph of John Logie Baird (inventor of television) on the 
front, stating that he was a son of the manse. In the vestibule before the service our minister 
remarked that it was a lot for Finlay to live up to. Quick as a flash a lady elder on duty said 
“Could he not have invented it for only four hours a day with no sport!!!!”. Many ladies 
would agree!!

Margaret Bonnes

Autumn Newsletter from the Guild
I hope that all our members have had a good summer. Our 2015/2016 session resumes 
on Tuesday, 13th October at 7.30pm with our Dedication Service conducted by the Rev. 
David Prentice-Hyers. On 10th November we are going to the Gaiety Theatre  to see “White 
Christmas” having all met earlier for a meal in the Theatre restaurant. Our Christmas Fair 
is on 21st November and we would be grateful for donations of baking, books and bottles. 
At our meeting on 1st December Joy Allan is giving a demonstration of ‘sweet’ Christmas 
which I am sure will be an enjoyable evening packed with great ideas for the start of the 
Festive Season. The first meeting of 2016 is on the 12th of January and will be a talk by the 
Rev. Andrew McGurk about his recent Rwuanda visit, and on the 2nd of February Magdalene 
Hornby will talk about her own experiences of life in Quarriers Homes. We look forward to 
seeing all our members on the 13th of October and hopefully some new members who will 
be most warmly welcome.

Margaret Parkinson
Guild Secretary  317527

News From The Café
Our Christmas Café this year is on Saturday 12th December from 10am-1pm – cost £2 
adult/£1 child. We are hoping to have a visit from Father Christmas around 11am and of 
course will have stalls for you to browse. Watch out for updates nearer the time! As Boxing 
Day and 2nd January fall on Saturdays the Café will be having a wee holiday, but we hope to 
see you all on Saturday 9th January. I already have a few bookings for Coffee Mornings for 
January and February. The BB Pipe Band is on 30th Jan., the Hospice is on 6th Feb. and the 
Anchor Boys on 27th Feb so pop these dates in your diary.

Sandra Pirie
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BB Camp 2015
This year for BB camp we went to Prestatyn in 
Wales.  It was a very long and tiring five hour 
journey to get there. When we got to camp, it 
was absolutely roasting but luckily for us the 
tents were already up so all we had to do was 
get the ground sheet in, and then place our 
suitcases. On the second day we set up tables 
for all the games that we had to play.  They were 
table tennis, draughts, chess and pool. We also 
played a lot of card games while we were there.  
They were really fun to play. All the food we had 
at camp was amazing but my favourite was the 
chicken we had one night for dinner because it really tasted amazing.  Every morning for 
breakfast I had a bowl of porridge and a slice of toast, and after every meal we had to clean 
our own plates. After we cleaned our dishes, we had tent inspection.  In tent inspection you 
have to tidy and polish all your kit and set it all out symmetrically.  The tidier your tent is 
the more points you will get and at the end of camp the tent with the most points wins. In 
the middle of the week we went to the slate mines for the day.  At the slate mines there is a 
lot to do.  You can go deep into the mines and look at how they worked in the dark and how 
dangerous it is down there.  You can also go on a zip-line but it was very expensive so we 
didn’t do it.  After we went into the mines, we went to see how you make the slate into roof 
tiles.  First you need to break the slate into thin pieces, then you cut into size.  We then went 
to the sweet shop where we bought lots of sweets and souvenirs.  We then headed back in the 
bus to camp. All in all it was very enjoyable.  I would love to go back one day.
Roddy Fell.

The Church Bookstall
Thank you to all those who support the Bookstall so faithfully. We welcome  any books, CDs 
and DVDs for which you have no more use. Please bring them to the church any time or 
phone us on 313807 and we shall be happy to collect.
Sheila and Graham Sweet

Blethers from the Beadle - Reflections on our Golf Night
Although fewer participants this year than usual, and marred by a slight shower, all who 
took part had a great night.  The Texas Scramble is a really fun format and I would encourage 
all, young and old, male and female, golfer or not, to enter next year. This year’s winners, I 
humbly add, were Hugh Calderwood, Murray Gowie, and for the first time, yours truly, (the 
good, the bad and the ugly? you decide where the caps fit.)  I was dragged to victory mainly 
owing to my partners’ putting prowess.  Thanks, lads. Many thanks also to the organising 
team and the super, supper ladies, well done!
Gordon McCulloch
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Fundraising

Report From Fund Raising
The Table Top Sale on 23rd May raised £590.34 for our funds.  This is down on last year’s May 
sale.  The “foot fall” was considerably down but still well worth doing. The June Summer Fair 
was a great success netting £1090.00 for funds.  It was busy from the start and the external 
stall holders were very pleased with their sales too.  Many thanks to all who helped at both 
these events. The Summer Challenge has now come to an end. At the time of writing we have 
£839! Will update figure in next issue. Thanks to all who participated. 
The Ceilidh on Saturday 12th September made a profit of £167.70. Special thanks to the 
ladies who baked and supplied the sandwich fillings etc. and of course to all who came along. 
A great time was had by all. Our Fashion Show is on Thursday 22nd October at 7.30pm 
tickets cost £5 and include a glass of wine and shortbread. This is our third Show and is 
always a very enjoyable evening. Tickets will go on sale at the beginning of October. 
The next Table Top Sale is on 14th November. To reserve a table contact Anne McCulloch. 
The cost per table is £10. Why not come along and support us?

Christmas Card Delivery Service
As in previous years, Troon Old will be organising a Christmas Card Delivery Service to 
addresses in Troon, Barassie and Loans. 

Cards can be handed in:
• Before or after the service on Sunday 29th Nov and 6th Dec (not 13th)
• Week day mornings weeks commencing 30th Nov & 7th Dec (Mon–Fri 10am-12 noon)
• The Saturday Cafe on  5th December and 12th December.
•  Outwith these times cards can be handed in to Charles Duncan, Butcher – correct money 
should be enclosed. Any housebound members should phone the office on 313520 and we 
will arrange to pick up their cards.
• The cost remains at 25p per card

Cut out and keep this section
We need lots of people to help sort and deliver the cards.  We won’t be sorting the cards 
during the services - so don’t worry about missing Sunday Worship.  If you can help in any 
way please contact Sandra Pirie 315844, Anne McCulloch 312658 or Joy Allan 315643 
who can all usually be found in the Main Hall having coffee after the morning service!

The Gaiety Panto this year is Jack and the Beanstalk. We have reserved tickets for Friday 
18th December at a cost of £19 each, including transport. There are only a few tickets left, so 
if you are interested, contact the Church Office a.s.a.p. The Bungee Jump has had to be re-
scheduled due to illness. We have had a super response to our initial plea for sponsors. If you 
haven’t had a chance to sponsor Dave yet, or have lost your sponsor form we have included 
one in this edition of Top Talk.

Sandra Pirie
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Leap of Faith

Our Minister, Reverend David Prentice-Hyers (or “Daring Dave” as we now think of him), 
is going to do a Bungee Jump off the Titan Crane in Clydebank!  All the money Dave raises 
from this “madcap” scheme is going to our Clock Tower Appeal.  As we all know, the Clock 
Tower is in a dreadful state of repair – we will need to spend around £40,000 to make it 
safe again, so we are making this direct appeal to all our members to please sponsor Dave 
in this daring feat! We can give by completing the sponsor form below and returning it to 
the Office.  Dave will be wearing a headcam when he does the jump so we will all be able to 
experience the jump too, at some point! We know you will all want to thank Dave for doing 
this for our Church and wish him Good Luck on the day! Thank you for taking the time to 
read this and we would ask you all to give generously. If you are a taxpayer, you should ‘gift 
aid’ your contribution to increase the value received for Church funds.

Owing to ill health Dave’s bungee jump has been put on hold and at present is hanging in 
the air.  A new date will be announced soon in our Order of Service and in the local press.

Editor

Sandra Pirie
Fund Raising Committee
Charity No. SCO07246

Name Postcode House No Taxpayer 
(tick)

Donation Paid

Stop Press
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Essay 6 The 19th Century: New Landowners, Dr McLeod, the Seceders, Industry Booming, 
the Established Church of Scotland and the Disruption!
Throughout the 19th century Troon began to grow and change in character.  Early in the 
century it became clear that the Fullartons could no longer afford to keep and run their 
estates in the area so they were sold to the fabulously rich 4th Marquess of Titchfield, a large 
landowner in the neighbourhood.
In church matters the Countess of Eglinton, as Patron, introduced Dr McLeod as minister 
in the Parish of Dundonald.  This was not a popular appointment and it is noted that at his 
Induction Service only a scant representation of the local members turned out and only one 
man offered him the Hand of Friendship after the service, much to the embarrassment of 
the Presbytery of Ayr and other officials present.  In Troon the first group to proclaim the 
Gospel was an outreach party from a secession congregation in Kilmarnock.  They held their 
meetings in the sail loft of a rope works located on the shore side of what is now known as 
Portland Terrace.  All this took place in 1815.
The Seceders stopped their activities in about 1825 to be replaced by the United Free Church 
in 1901.  This is now St Meddans Church of Scotland.  During the 19th century a total 
number of nine different venues were used by eight Christian congregations to spread God’s 
Word among the town’s population.  It is of interest to note that another two venues have 
since opened to cater for all the 19th century groups together with the Scottish Episcopal 
congregation, St Ninians in Bentinck Drive.
The main reason for this religious expansion was the growth of the town’s population as 
Troon developed as a port, shipbuilding centre, and a centre for the building of rolling 
stock to support the transport of coal from the Duke of Portland’s pits in the Kilmarnock 
neighbourhood. In 1896 there was also a large civil engineering scheme in place to bring 
fresh water from Loch Braden in the south to the Collennan Water Works which consisted 
of a holding reservoir and filtration beds at the west end of Dundonald Glen. 
In 1883 the Duke of Portland brought forward a feuing plan which in a much modified 
form created Troon to the south of St Meddans St, and the little town achieved Police Burgh 
status in 1896.  This status was awarded to towns with over 1,000 persons where there was 
a suitable educational establishment and provision made to sustain a church, among other 
requirements.  It may be of some interest to note that the beautiful church used for worship 
today as Troon Old Parish Church was opened ‘for business’ in 1895.
According to some papers which recently came into my possession, “After the (first) service, 
a banquet followed in the large hall of the Unionist Club.  The officiating clergy, members of 
the Presbytery and other guests were entertained at the expense of the Duke of Portland, and 
among their toasts were those to the ‘Church of Scotland’ proposed by the Duke and ‘The 
New Church’ proposed by the Rev. Archibald Fleming of Perth, son of Troon’s first minister”.
I was not around in 1895 but, under the leadership of Rev. Callum O’Donnell, we did 
celebrate the centenary of the Sanctuary in great style.  Please forgive me for saying, “these 
were the days, my friends”!  Have fun!
Bob Gemmell

Troon Old. the History
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Our Choir Master, David Moore, was off on his travels again 
this summer with the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra (AFO), in 
his capacity as their Musical Director. This report is taken 
from an account written by Euan Terras, the AFO’s Director 
and Tour Manager.
Every two years the Orchestra embarks on a major 
international concert tour and this year’s tour was a sixteen 
day visit in July to South Africa, their most exciting and 
successful tour ever, and their first visit to Africa.
Privileged to have been invited to perform at the National 

Arts Festival of Grahamstown, the largest cultural festival in the whole of Africa and similar 
in size to the Edinburgh Festival, the AFO sold out their two scheduled concerts even before 
they had left the UK, and a third additional concert which was hastily scheduled also rapidly 
sold out.  Newspapers in South Africa commented, “the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra was one 
of the most talked about and remembered performances of the 2015 Festival”.
The AFO group, ninety-five in number, performed further 
concerts at George, Cape Town, Hout Bay and Johannesburg, 
all of which were met with shouts of ‘encore’ at every venue.  
Another reviewer raved, “It is fair comment to say that the 
AFO has taken South Africa by storm”! The Orchestra was 
also honoured to be invited to perform during Sunday Mass 
at the famous Regina Mundi Cathedral in Soweto in front of 
a 2,000 strong congregation.
Even the flight to Johannesburg involved an impromptu 
performance with some thirty fiddlers performing mid-
flight in the aisles for their fellow passengers at 36,000 
feet to the delight of all on board including the crew!  Always ready for fun, the young 
musicians also held a ceilidh on the summit plateau of Table Mountain with dancing soon 
involving onlookers and staff! The Orchestra also spent two exciting days on safari at a game 
reserve and then visited the Apartheid Museum, the Cape of Good Hope and the Cradle of 
Humankind. Plans are now underway for the next AFO tour - to North America in 2017!

David and the AFO’s South African Tour
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Wintertainment

Roll Keeper

Yes it’s that time again when we invite 
you all to join us for a family fun day. 
We have a packed afternoon with a lot 
of the events going on in your own 
Church halls. So why not join us to 
see the wealth of talent in Troon from 
dancing displays to the Young Fiddlers 
who earlier this year toured South 
Africa!  You’ll get a warm welcome 
from us all and your presence will 
encourage the young and perhaps not 
so young!

Changing Address? – An Earnest Plea from the Roll-keeper
     
When you move house, you no doubt inform all your relatives and friends of your new 
address.  Could you please include the Church among your friends in this connection?!
     
As roll keeper I’m aware that every year a significant number of members move without 
telling us where they’ve moved to; and I have to put them into the regrettably large “address 
not known” category.  In most cases, that means that they are permanently lost from the roll 
of the Church – which is a great pity since all of our members are precious to us.
    
My plea, therefore, is: if you have moved house recently or are going to move in the future, 
please inform the Church of your change of address.  You could tell the Church Office about 
it – or tell your district elder, or tell me (telephone 312203).

 T.A. Whitelaw 

Troon’s Annual Family Fun Day 
Organised by Troon Community Council Activities Group

Sunday 22nd November 2015

George Mulveny, Activities Group TCC 
georgemulveny@me.com
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Doctor Graham’s Coffee Morning

I was sitting enjoying my usual Saturday coffee and chat with friends when in walked a 
very familiar face. It was the Rev. John Webster and to say he walked in was a slight an 
exaggeration. So many of his former friends stopped him to say hello it was almost a royal 
welcome. Spotting a space at our table he joined us and so I put in some practice for next 
weeks men’s team Coffee Morning, by serving him! 

Thinking back to when we first came to Troon, our family would see him out running on the 
beach and of course he was a great one for tackling marathons especially in Nepal to raise 
funds for Dr Graham’s Homes. His continued support of the wonderful work, which was 
started by a Church of Scotland Minister in 1900, has never faltered.  John is always full of 
stories and I think he gave Gordon and myself a mini sermon!

Dave was also on hand to auction that wonderful work of art/craft - a knitted elephant 
inspired by a trip to Kalimpong. It had been admired greatly by many and as the bidding 
went up I had to bow out but John had his eye on it. Having put in a magnanimous bid, Dave 
was able to hand over the elephant to its new owner.  John, however, had noticed a young girl 
upset that her grandpa hadn’t been the highest bidder and before we even had a chance to 
view the elephant, he presented it to that young girl! Her delight was obvious and her grand 
parents were amazed. The elephant received a good home and that young girl will have a tale 
to tell, maybe even to her grand children! 

Oh, the sermon; it was of course, it is better to give than to receive! May we all be blessed by 
that example.                               www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk

George Mulveny
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Christian Aid

Prayer

A Favourite Prayer
When travelling around the Inner Hebrides away back in April, I came across this prayer 
while on a visit to Iona.  I have found it to be a great source of strength and encouragement 
and my hope is that you may also find it helpful.  The prayer is attributed to St Columba.

                  Alone with none but thee my God,
                  I journey on my way.
                  What need I fear when thou art near
                  O King of night and day.
                  More safe am I within thy hand
                  Than if a host did round me stand.

If you have a favourite prayer, perhaps you would like to share it with us.  If so, please 
contact me on 313501 or at TOPTalk@troonold.org.uk

Editor

When the last issue of TopTalk was published, I did not have the figures for the money raised 
during Christian Aid week in May.  Together with three other Troon churches, we raised 
£8,303 from the house to house collection and £917 from the Soup Lunches held during that 
week, making a total of £9,220, which was a fantastic amount of money to raise in just one 
week.  Thank you again to all our supporters.
Our next event will be a coffee morning to be held on Saturday 31st October in St Meddan’s 
Church Hall from 10am to 12 noon.  Please contact me if you are able to help on the day or 
to donate home baking.
During the current refugee crisis, Christian Aid is working with churches and other agencies 
in supporting humanitarian efforts taking place in Europe and the Middle East.  Their 
partners can provide essential humanitarian supplies such as food, fuel for cooking, hygiene 
and sanitations kits, water containers and cash assistance, as well as psychological support 
for those who are suffering as a result of the conflict.  The numbers seeking refuge will grow 
as long as the conflicts in Syria and Iraq continue, and, as winter approaches in all countries 
of refuge, their needs will increase.  So Christian Aid needs funds to continue supporting 
existing vulnerable families and prepare to reach thousands more.
Having been this Church’s representative on the Troon Christian Aid Committee for over six 
years, I have decided it is time for me to pass on this role to someone else.  I am sure there 
will be somebody in our Church who would be willing to take over from me.  Please contact 
me if you would like some more information about what would be involved.
 
Judy Irvine    Tel: 315162
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Troon Old Parish Church, Ayr Street, Troon KA10 6EB. 01292 313520
Minister: Rev David Prentice-Hyers BA MDiv. Tel: 01292 313644

Session Clerk: Mr. Andy Fell, 59 Barassie Street, Troon 01292 317687
Organist: Mr. Andrew McConnell, 62 Eglinton Crescent, Troon. 01292 312948

Halls Convener: Mr John Caldwell 07860 261 025
Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Tom Bonnes 01563 851964

Beadle: Mr. Gordon McCulloch. 01292 312658
Editor: Aileen Fraser. 01292 313501

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am-12 noon
www.troonold.org.uk   Scottish Charity No. SCO07246

Church Diary
Morning Worship takes place at 10.30am each Sunday

OFFICE BEARERS:

OCTOBER
Sunday 18th Lifeboat Service
Sunday 25th Sacrament of Holy Communion

NOVEMBER
Sunday 1st Dedication of the Garden of Remembrance (after the service)
Sunday 8th Remembrance Sunday (service approx. at 11.15am)
Sunday 15th Home Coming Service and Songs of Praise
Sunday 22nd Wintertainment
Monday 23rd Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm
Sunday 29th Informal Communion after the service

DECEMBER
Sunday 13th Christmas Gift Service
Sunday 20th Service of Lessons and Carols
Thursday 24th Candlelight Service at 6.30pm
Thursday 24th Midnight Service in Portland Parish Church
Friday 25th Christmas Day Service
Sunday 27th United Service St Ninian’s

FEBRUARY
Sunday 28th Sacrament of Holy Communion
Monday 29th Kirk Session Meeting and Elders’ Communion 7pm


